
 

 

Volume 2, Issue  1: : : January 2012 

Volume 2, Issue 1 January 2012 

T 
he Engineering department in 

coordination with National Instruments 

(NI)-Arabia, conducted a two-day 

workshop on virtual instrumentation on 

June 1-2, 2011 at the Electronics Laboratory 

(EE-101). 

The workshop was facilitated by Mr. Hareth 

Moufarege, NI Field Applications Engineer 

and Mr. Eli Abou Naser, NI Arabia regional 

sales manager. A total of seventeen lecturers 

and technical support staffs from Engineering 

department and Educational Technology 

Center (ETC) were introduced to the NI  

 NI LabView Development Training Course                    

Conducted for Engineering Staffs  

T 
he Chemistry and Physics Laboratories 

of the newly constructed ten-room 

engineering laboratory building were 

formally inaugurated on June 7, 2011. 

The Undersecretary of Technical Education 

and Vocational Training of the Ministry of 

Manpower, Dr. Muna Salem Al-Jordaniya, led 

the inauguration with Mr. Ali Saleh Al-Hashar, 

Chief External Relations Officer of Oman LNG 

Company, LLC representative, Dr. Abdul 

MoMP Undersecretary Inaugurates the 

New Physics and Chemistry Laboratories  

T 
wenty Five High School teachers from 

various parts of the Northern Sharqiya 

region learned the basics of electric 

circuit simulations using the Multisim 

software as a new approach for teaching 

Physics among the new generation of high 

school students. 

The training was held at Sumaiyah High 

School in Safalat, Ibra on October 1, 2011.  

Mr. Mohamad Ali Al-Mahrooqi and Ms. Areej   

Sulaiman Al-Ghunaimi, chairman and vice-

ICT-IEEE Officers Trained High School Physics Teachers  
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T 
he Engineering Department welcomes the academic year 2011-2012 with so 

many achievements and developments.  As the number of students continues 

to increase steadily, significant changes continue to unfold not only in terms of 

physical resources, but also in the area of teaching and learning.  

The new Physics and Chemistry Laboratories were formally inaugurated last June and 

became fully operational at the start of Fall-2011. In addition to these infrastructural 

developments, the AutoCad and Architectural Drawing Laboratories were renovated 

to cater to the growing needs of students. 

The Department maintains its commitment to the holistic students’ development by 

encouraging them to participate in extra-curricular activities. The Institution for 

Engineering and Technology (IET) was organized and awaits the final confirmation 

from the international office. Once approved, Ibra College will be the first and only 

institution in the Sultanate of Oman to be accepted to this prestigious international organization. Selected IEEE officers 

extend community services to some High School Physics teachers of the North Sharqiya region by training them on electric 

circuit simulations. Just recently, the department received an invitation to participate in the Gulf Programming Contest to be 

held in Khalifa University, UAE. Clearly, we have been recognized internationally! 

Our faculty also continues to be visible in the international research arena as they continue to submit papers for publication 

in international conferences.  You can see the details of these as you browse the pages of this newsletter.    

Indeed, Engineering Department has gone a long way! It is my fervent hope that the department can sustain these 

achievements.  Once again, I wish to congratulate the editorial board for another job well done. 

 

Message from the  

Head of the Department 

Editorial 

What Makes One a Professional? 
 

I 
f you check with Google, you will get numerous definition of what a professional is. You will likely have – "a 

person who has obtained specialized training," "one who has completed a vocational degree," "engaged in a 

profession for livelihood," "one who has obtained a master's degree or doctorate degree" and other similar 

meaning. 
 

In an educational context, a piece of paper - a “Diploma”, is your evidence for having obtained such a degree - be 

it a vocational, or a bachelor's degree, or a master's degree, or a doctorate degree. At this age of human 

civilization, people from various cultures have made education a must for every individual. We enroll and attend 

classes on a regular schedule; spend our time and resources, devote much time to studies, until we graduate. 

People are so obsessed to earn a diploma and thus be counted among the professionals. 
 

However, is that piece of paper sufficient enough to prove that you are a professional? A lot of people seem to have 

a relatively shallow perception on what a professional is. 
 

Let us look deeper, what makes one a professional. 
 

First, one must have a high degree of competence. Competency or mastery in your specialization should be 

evident. It should be manifested in your action, in your delivery, in your knowledge and skills. Competency is 

shown in the kind of input we give and the output we produce. Being competent is the first key to be a pro. 
 

Second is consistency. A professional should be consistent whatever the situation is, in words and action. In the 

academe particularly, there should be no room for inconsistency. The teaching profession requires that we should 

stand on a principle – and that principle is upheld in every dealing whatever is at stake. Consistency is manifested 

in the daily performance of our task. 
 

Third is commitment. In the teaching profession, commitment is required to the highest degree. A committed 

teacher will give all he can for the benefit of the students to learn. When the future of the youth is at stake, there 

can be neither short-cuts nor compromise in teaching-learning process, and that could only be possible if 

commitment and dedication is truly evident in the day-to-day work. 

Fourth is character. The uniqueness of every individual is marked by his character. Character and attitude defines 

and differentiate each one of us. The individual character plays a vital role in education. As a social activity, 

education involves relationships. That relationship requires a high level of professionalism and therefore, nothing 

personal should be involved. Knowledge and skills are acquired, but character is innate in the human being. It is 

character that advances an individual in his chosen career.  

A diploma – that piece of paper, can never be a guarantee or a proof that “one is a professional.” Are you a PRO? 

                                      Basil Blasco 

Editorial 
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Labview and ELVIS II+ environment platforms. Basic data 

acquisition and signal processing to the more complex 

embedded monitoring and control applications were 

discussed and presented. The two-day workshop  

culminated on a note that that the new NI LabVIEW and 

ELVIS II+ can help teachers and students to successfully 

complete some unique engineering projects. 

LabVIEW is a graphical programming environment used 

by millions of engineers and scientists to develop 

sophisticated measurement, test, and control systems using 

intuitive graphical icons and wires that resemble a 

flowchart. It offers unrivaled integration with thousands of 

hardware devices and provides hundreds of built-in 

libraries for advanced analysis and data visualization – all 

for creating virtual instrumentation.                      - Arnold Santos 

MoMP Undersecretary from page 1… 

Hakim Al-Ismaili, Director-General for Technical 

Education and Mr. Ali Al-Mahrooqi, Wali of Wilayat Ibra, 

gracing the activities. Dr. Khalid Abdulazzis Ambusaidi, 

Ibra College Dean, other College administrators, 

Engineering staffs and students were also present to 

witness this momentous event. 

These two 12.6m x 6.7m laboratory rooms, which are part 

of the ten-room new engineering laboratory building, sit 

on an 845 square meter lot located in the southwest side of 

the College. They were constructed through the auspices 

and funding's from the Oman LNG Company, LLC to 

accommodate the engineering students growing needs 

for more advanced laboratories and learning facilities.   

Dr. Faris S. Al-Naimy, head of Engineering Department, 

said this endeavor will ensure that all engineering 

graduates can be ably prepared and equipped to become 

future leaders which will be very vital in the Sultanate’s on

-going economic growth and developments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Muna, commended the LNG officials during the 

inaugural rites for their supports and initiatives to donate 

state-of-the art laboratory facilities among the colleges of 

technology. These efforts will be beneficial not only for 

the students, but also for the companies and industries, as 

these modern learning facilities will serve as training and 

breeding grounds for their future prospective employees.  

Arnold Santos 

“Know Safety, No Injury. No Safety, Know Injury.” In 

cognizant with this, Ibra College of Technology conducted 

a Fire Fighting Drill on 11th June 2011 to tune-up its 

commitment towards the quality of service and also ensure 

a safe environment for its staff and students. It focused on 

promoting health and safety awareness through information 

campaign to minimize the risk of adverse health effects in 

the work environment. 

This awareness program was organized by the College 

Health and Safety Committee through the           ... To page 4 

NI Labview Development from page 1… 

Engineering Department Leads 

College Fire Fighting Drill  
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chairman, respectively of ICT-IEEE student branch 

facilitated the workshop under the direct supervision of 

Mr. Arnold N. Santos, IEEE Student Branch Counselor. 

The two students demonstrated the use of Multisim in 

drawing and analyzing simple electric circuits. 

The activity was conceptualized by Ms. Mervat Khamis 

Salim Al-Bahloli and Ms. Raya Ahmad Ali Al-Balushi, 

Science teacher supervisors for North Sharqiya region 

of the Ministry of Education. According to them, high 

school teachers should be retrained to reinvent various 

ways to expose the students to the current technologies 

that will make learning more fun and meaningful. 

Ms. Mervat wants to work closely with the students and 

staff of Ibra College to achieve an up-to-date integrated 

classroom teaching approach. Her future plans include 

conducting actual hands-on experiments for high school 

Physics teachers in the newly opened state-of-the art 

Physics laboratory of the ICT Engineering department.                               

       - A rnold Santos 

Fire Fighting Drill from page 3. 

Engineering department under the guidance of Dr. Faris S. Al

-Naimy. During the fire drill, Mr. R. Dhanaraj, lecturer in 

Mechanical engineering, discussed the various sources of 

fires, methods of extinguishing fires during emergency 

situations, choosing and using appropriate fire extinguishers. 

The fire fighting demo was ably supported by Mechanical 

engineering technical instructors - Mr. Roberto Villegas, Mr. 

Rajalingam, Mr. Romuel Firmalino, and Mr. Annathurai. The 

session primarily stressed the importance of teamwork and 

proper coordination to ensure utmost safety for all staff and 

students in the College. “Follow Safety Rules – Rule Our 

Accidents.” 

T 
he faculty of engineering 

department has given serious 

considerations on the type and 

quality of student projects. Student project 

is one of the rigorous subjects in the study 

of engineering. It involves problem 

analysis, design and development, 

simulation and experiments. To realize 

this endeavor, an Orientation Program for 

Final Project was conducted for the benefit 

of Diploma and Advanced Diploma students for the semester Fall 2011 on 6th November 2011. The orientation program 

aims to nurture the creativeness of the young minds and to emphasize the importance of project implementation based on 

the knowledge they have gained from their courses. 

Mr. Upkar explained the overall aim of doing the project and the importance of implementing their ideas in solving real-

world problems. He also emphasized that the project has to be developed in accordance with the need of the community, 

and good projects will be chosen to represent the college in various project competitions to be held in the country or 

other parts of the GCC. This initiative has motivated the students and we expect to see a positive outcome in the coming 

semesters. 

Engineering Department Project Orientation  

ICT-IEEE Officers from page 1… 
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E 
ngineering staffs and students attended a seminar 

entitled “Reactive Power Control and Stability” at 

the lecture theater 1 of Sultan Qaboos University 

(SQU) on May 14, 2011. 

The free seminar was organized by the IEEE Power 

Engineering Society (PES) in cooperation with the Oman 

Society of Engineers (OSE) and sponsored by the Oman 

Electricity Company.  

The lecturer, Engr. John Bailey, discussed and addressed 

the operational problems and types of reactive power 

compensation equipment currently employed in both the 

transmission and distribution systems in GCC countries. 

Engr. Bailey was a former advisor to the Ministry of 

Electricity of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He also worked 

as a power system specialist for Brown Boveri (ABB) in 

Switzerland, Canada and USA. He is currently connected 

with Anglian Power in Muscat, also as a power systems 

specialist.   - Mr. Arnold N. Santos 

Engineering Staffs and Students            

Attended Seminar at SQU               

H 
ave you ever tried to tell people something but 

just couldn’t get your point across? This 

question was addressed by a presentation 

delivered by Mr. Mohammad Ali Al-Mahrooqi, ICT-IEEE 

chairman, on October 11, 2011 at the the English 

Language Center. 

The short talk, which had 28 Foundation Level student 

participants, focused mainly on “Effective Presentation 

Skills.”  Mr. Mohammad discussed some of the basic 

ways to do effective presentations like using the 

appropriate words and body language.  He likewise 

shared some practical tips on how to become better 

public speakers, which included the breathing 

techniques, the importance of “throwing” one’s voice and 

the proper posture. He also suggested techniques to 

eliminate the fear of standing and speaking before a 

large audience.  

Mr. Mohammad concluded the talk saying that “making 

presentations is one of the things we think is hard, the 

good thing about it, is that it’s a skill that can be 

sharpened.”  

This activity is part of IEEE’s plan to extend help and 

support not only to its member, but to all ICT students as 

well. Mr. Mohammad believes that reaching out his fellow 

students can inspire them to be more interested in doing 

well in college and can also motivate them to prepare 

well for their competitive future ahead. 

IEEE Presentation Skills Seminar     

Inspires ICT Students 

“Crafty men condemn studies, simple men admire 
them, and wise men use them.” 

                                                                      - Francis Bacon 
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Staff Publications 

Maximum Power Point Tracking                      

for Solar PV System 
 

Subhash Gupta, Kalika S., and Luisito Cabigting 

Ibra Collge of Technology 
 

Abstract 
 

 Solar energy systems have emerged as a viable source of 

renewable energy over the past two or three decades, and 

are now widely used for a variety of industrial and domestic 

applications.  

This paper shows the potential system benefits of a  

simple  solar tracking system using a stepper motor and 

a light sensor. This system increases power collection 

efficiency by tracking the sun and keeping the panel at a 

right angle to its rays. It is based on a solar collector 

designed to collect the sun’s energy and to convert it into 

either electrical power or thermal energy. The output 

power produced by high-concentration solar thermal and 

photovoltaic systems is directly related to the amount of 

solar energy acquired by the system, and it is therefore 

necessary to track the sun’s position with a high degree of 

accuracy. The power developed in such applications 

depends fundamentally upon the amount of solar energy 

captured by the collector, and thus the problem of 

developing tracking schemes capable of following the 

trajectory of the sun throughout the course of the day 

on a year-round basis has received significant coverage 

in the literature.  

A solar tracking system is designed, implemented and 

experimentally tested. The design details and the 

experimental results are incorporated in this paper.  
 

Applied Mechanics and Materials Vols. 110-116 (2012) pp 2034-2037 

Available online at www.scientific.net 

© (2012) Trans Tech Publications, Switzerland 

doi:10.4028/www.scientific.net/AMM.110-116.2034 

Biometric Authentication for secured     

Transaction using Finger Vein Technology  
 

Dr. Faris S. Al-Naimy  

 Dr. L. Rajaji, and M. Mohamed Syed Ibrahim 

Ibra College of Technology 
 

 

Abstract 
 

In this Paper, Finger vein authentication is used to ensure 

the user identity. Finger vein technology, is one of the 

fastest growing method in the Biometrics. Vein patterns 

are different for each and ever person also they are 

hidden under the skins surface. Since they are situated 

inside forgery is extremely difficult. Near IR rays are 

passed through the finger and the hemoglobin pigments 

inside the blood blocked the rays and the patterns of vein 

are captured at the other side via Image sensor. 

HausdThorff distance technique is used to extract the 

Skelton pattern from the vein image. This paper discusses 

the utilization of Minutiae feature points in the verification 

tasks as geometric representation of vein pattern shape. 

Also discusses the technology and applications of finger 

vein authentication, as well as the importance of 

authentication in its future development. 
 

Second International Conference on Sustainable Energy and Intelligent 

System   (SEISCON 2011), Dr. M.G.R. University, Maduravoyal, Chennai, Tamil 

Nadu, India. July. 20-22, 2011. 

Performance Analysis of CFO mitigation     

Algorithms in Asynchronous Cooperative 

OFDM communication systems 

Mr. Shamganth 

Ibra College of Technology 
 

Abstract 

In this paper, the performance of non-cooperative 

Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) and 

Cooperative-OFDM communication systems are analyzed 

and compared. Carrier frequency offset (CFO) mitigation 

is critical for OFDM based cooperative transmissions 

because even small CFO per transmitter may lead to 

severe performance loss, especially when the number of 

cooperative transmitters is large. While this comes with a 

reduction in bandwidth efficiency, the long CP in the 

proposed scheme is exploited to enhance transmission 

power efficiency in a way similar to spread-spectrum 

systems, and thus is different from conventional CP that 

degrades both bandwidth and power efficiency. The 

performance of mitigation algorithm varies with cyclic 

prefix length and performance evaluation in case of error 

up in the estimation of carrier frequency offset (CFO). The 

performance of this mitigation algorithm was compared 

with Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access 

(OFDMA) mitigation algorithm for different carrier 

frequency offset values. 

Second International Conference on Sustainable Energy and Intelligent 

System   (SEISCON 2011), Dr. M.G.R. University, Maduravoyal, Chennai, Tamil 

Nadu, India. July. 20-22, 2011. 

Viterbi Decoding in Field Programmable 

Gate Arrays for the Error Correction in Data 

Communication  
 

Mr. Nitin S. Sonar and Dr. Faris Al-Naimy  

Ibra College of Technology 
 

Abstract 
 

Forward error correction ((FEC) plays an important role in 

the field of telecommunication and information theory as it 

improves the capacity of a channel. It has been observed 

that Convolutional encoding with Viterbi decoding is a 

powerful method for error detection and correction. It is 

suited to a channel in which the transmitted signal is 

corrupted mainly by additive white Gaussian noise 

(AWGN). In this paper, the design and implementation of a 

novel reconfigurable Viterbi decoder is presented.   The 

synthesis was done on Xilinx SPARTAN – 3E FPGA for 

proposed decoder to support code rates 1/2 and 1/3 with a 

throughput of 20 Mbps. 
 

International Journal of Electronics and Communication Engineering, ISSN-

0974-2166 Volume 4, Number 5 (2011), pp.555-562. 

http://www.scientific.net
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A 
 seminar entitled “Mastering AutoDesk Inventor 

Professional” was conducted on 24th October 

2011 by Mr. Deepak T.K., a Mechanical 

Engineering Technical  Instructor in the AutoCAD 

laboratory. This was organized by the Staff Development 

Committee to update the department staff on the latest 

trends and development s in the field of Mechanical 

engineering. The speaker focused on the basic concepts 

of CAD/CAM/CAE and the use of AutoDesk Inventor 

Professional in product design. A comprehensive  set of 

3D Mechanical CAD tools for producing, validating, and 

documenting complete digital prototypes with practical 

examples were properly illustrated by the speaker. It 

was a great learning experience for the staff to have the 

basics of 3D digital modeling and analysis. Dr. Faris Al-

Naimy, Head  of Engineering department, expressed his 

desire for more training initiatives in the coming 

semesters. 

 
 

 
 

Mastering Autodesk  Inventor Pro 

I 
CT Higher diploma Electrical Power students visited 

Reem Bateeries and Power Appliances Co.SAOC, 

Rusayl , Sultanate of Oman on 12-10-2011.Mr Subhash 

Gupta arranged the visit and Dr. Rajaji accompanied the 

students. 

The visit was very much informative as the operation of  

calcium sealed maintenance free batteries were explained 

by the supervisors which may prove to be beneficial in 

their field of specialization 

Reem Batteries is established in 1991, and is one among 

the largest dry charged battery manufacturing companies 

in Middle East. They also manufacture calcium sealed 

maintenance free batteries. Originally set up in technical 

collaboration with world renowned battery manufacturers, 

Johnson Controls Battery Group, USA , the powerful 

backing of this world leader has provided “cutting-edge” 

technology to all costumers. The companies installed 

capacity is 1.75 million batteries per year. 

Industrial Visit 

Mr. Annathurai. M, Mechanical Engineering Technical 

Instructor participated in a workshop on “Basic Design in 

Creo Elements/Pro.5.0” on summer  2011 at 

Kalasalingam University, India. 

 

Mr. G. Sivakumar, Lecturer, Mechanical Engineering 

Section, Ibra College of Technology participated in a 

one day National Level Workshop on Research Issues in 

Reinforced Materials, on 27th August,2011 organized by 

Centre for Composite materials, Kalasalingam 

University, India. 

  

Mr. Kantharaj. C, Mechanical Engineering Technical 

Instructor participated in a workshop on “Design, 

Analysis and Testing of Composite products” on 8th and 

9th of November 2011 at new horizon College of 

Engineering, Bangalore. 

“The worst of men is a bad learned man, and a good 
learned man is best.” 

                                                                    - Prophet Mohammad 

Staff Development  

For more information, please contact or look for: 

Mr Thaddeus Carreon 
Electrical Engineering Technical Instructor @ NL 105 
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 New Staff Induction  

 Specialization Choice Induction 

 Architecture  Students Project Models 

  College Fire Drill 
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Physics & Chemistry Lab Inauguration 

 

NI LabView Workshop 

 
IEEE Seminar at SQU 
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 Staff of the Month 

JUNE 2011 OCTOBER 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Mohd. Syed Saad 
Lecturer 

Mechanical Section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. T. K. Deepak 
Technician 

Mechanical Section 

New Staff - Fall 2011 

 

Arrifa Rajack Jainul 

Master of Engineering,  

Indian 

Asiya Rummana 

Master of Science-Physics, 

Indian 

Rubina Siddique 
B.S. Biochemistry  

Indian  

 

Sami Ghnimi 

PhD. Telecommunications 

Tunisian 

Salma Sultan Al-Hajri 

Master of Science- 

Chemistry, Omani 

 

Moorthy  Veerasamy 

M.E. Power Systems  

Engineering, Indian 

 

Nasreen Kauser 

Master of Architecture, 

Indian 

LECTURER 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

NOVEMBER 2011 DECEMBER 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Basil Blasco 
Technician 

Engineering Help-desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Arnold Braza 
Technician 

Engineering Help-desk 

Dean’s Honors List 

Students Statistics 

S.N. Student ID Student Name Gender Sem GPA

1 32J107   Buthayna Salam Salim Al-Busaidi Female 4

2 31S1039   Bahiyah Musallam Ghunayim Al-Bartmani Female 4

3 32J1012   Zeina Aamir Hamad Al-Maskari Female 4

4 32S10181   Hind Ibrahim Swairi Al-Sadi Female 4

5 32S10187   Zeena Sultan Hmood Al-Sheethani Female 4

6 32J10225   Hanan Hmeid Hamad Al-Harthi Female 4

1 32J091108   Manal Saleem Nasser Al Munji Female 3.9

2 32J091110   Khulood Khamis Saeed Al Rawahi Female 3.85

3 32J091336   Bushra Saeed Hamood Al Rawahi Female 3.85

4 32S09154   Huweida Mohammad Salim Al-Rawahi Female 3.82

1 32S097   Asmaa Mohammad Salim Al Ghailani Female 4

2 32S09157   Hanaa Yusof Mansoor Al-Julandani Female 3.94

3 32S096   Sara Salim Jumah Al Taahri Female 3.88

4 32S09158   Naeema Hamad Hmood Al Sawafi Female 3.88

1 52S0931   Saoud Salim Saeed Al-Shithani Male 3.88

2 32S09108   Mahmoud Abdullah Rashid Al Amri Male 3.83

3 52S09115   Malik Salim Saleh Al-Shabibi Male 3.76

4 32J091361   Afraah Mabrook Mohammad Al-Na'amani Female 3.74

1 52S0915   Dawood Sulaiman Hmeid Al-Mabsali Male 3.94

2 32S09132   Abdul-Hakim Dhuhai Saeed Al Dawoodi Male 3.86

3 22J09877   Ebrahim Salim Hamood Al Hadiwi Male 3.74

4 32S081286   Badr Salim Nasser Al Mashari Male 3.62

1 32J091218   Fatma Salim Khalfan Al Jabri Female 3.82

2 2007561   Haleema Khalfan Salim Al-Ghunaimi Female 3.6

3 2007908   Yosra Sa'Eed Hamdoon Al-Musallami Female 3.54

4 34S081338   Areej Suleiman Hamad Al-Ghunaimi Female 3.54

1 32S081154   Ali Said Nasser Al-Maskari Male 3.66

2 2007228   Saleh Ahmad Saleh Al-Harthi Male 3.62

3 2007129   Rashid Hamood Mohammad Al-Harthi Male 3.4

4 32S081149   Zakariya Issa Saleh Al-Busaidi Male 3.36

1 32S081309   Ahmed Mohsin Saeed Al-Maskari Male 3.68

2 32S081151   Jaber Ali Nasser AL JAHDHAMI Male 3.54

3 32S081216   Ahmed Salim Said ALSAIFI Male 3.54

4 32S081178   Mahmood Hamed Saoud Al Rawahi Male 3.52

Diploma First Year 

Diploma Second Year 

Architectural Engineering

Computer Engineering

Electrical Power Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Electrical Power Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Higher Diploma

Computer Engineering
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 IN SEARCH OF… THE DIGNITY OF WORK 

By: Gaby Mendoza, World Executive’s Digest 

 A society where a man’s work is only an object of commerce carries within itself a cancer that will ultimately 

devour it. A community where men work only to earn money will lose its soul. It will find that in valuing man’s work only in 

terms of dollars and cents, it has devalued everything else that is fine and precious and enduring, everything that is 

spiritual and selfless in people’s lives. 

 The work of a man’s hands and a man’s mind is his participation in the divine act of daily creation. It enables him to 

conspire with nature to make crops grow, animals reproduce, inanimate chemicals and minerals assume complex forms 

useful to mankind. It empowers him to touch, affect, nourish, improve, and enlarge the lives of others. 

 A man without work is one of this earth’s most pitiful creatures. The smile deserts his lips, the spring in his limbs, 

the pride of his eyes. No more the lilt in his voice as he talks with his wife. No more the loving looks for his children. No 

more the purposeful strides as he leaves his home to go…where? He skulls about aimlessly, shamefacedly, his capacities 

leaching slowly away with the idle days. 

 Work gives meaning to a man’s strength and his skills, purpose to the cunning of his mind and the firmness of his 

will. It brings joy into his life. It justifies his place, the space he occupies in the cosmos, his very being. 

 Charles Peguy, a French intellectual of the turn of the century, assures us that there was a time when workmen 

“really wanted to work. No one thought of anything but work. They got up in the morning and they sang at the idea that they 

were off to work. At eleven o’clock they sang on going off to eat their soup. Work for them was joy itself and the deep root 

of their incredible honor in work, the most beautiful of all the honors, the most Christian, perhaps the only one which stands 

of itself. 

 Those bygone workmen did not serve, they worked, they had an absolute honor, which is honor proper. A chair 

rung had to be well made, that was an understood thing. That was the first thing. It wasn’t that the chair rung to be well 

made for the salary or on account of the salary. It wasn’t that it was made well for the boss, nor for the connoisseurs, nor for 

the boss clients. It had to be well made itself, in itself, for itself, in its very self. A tradition coming, springing from deep 

within the race, a history, an absolute, an honor, demanded that his chair rung be well made. Every part of the chair which 

could not be seen as was just as perfectly made as the parts which could be seen. This was the same principle of 

cathedrals”. 

 It was the capitalist of the industrial revolution, in their unalloyed greed, their unbridled pursuit of profit at any 

cost, who first began the transformation of the idea of work from a soul-satisfying human activity into merely a cost of 

production. It was the labor union leaders however who completed the process. Infected with the virus of materialistic 

socialism, they bargained for the workers as if dollars and cents were all that were involved. Together, they stripped work 

of its dignity, its innate humanity, and turned it into a commodity, something to be bought and sold in the market, like 

barrels of oil, slabs of wood, or bolts of cloth. 

 What is worse, over the decades, they have successfully brainwashed the workers into believing as they do: that 

their work is mere merchandise. Today, we have workers who believe that they harm only the capitalist when they slow 

their work down, when they do sloppy work, when they sabotage their tools and their equipment, when they withheld their 

work. Benumbed by the unrelenting pounding of materialistic propaganda that pervades our era, they have become 

incapable of feeling the erosion in their souls, then they do work that is less than their best, then they do not work at all. 

 A glory has vanished from the lives of men in the industrialized  countries of Europe and America, and sadly in the 

developing countries that they colonized and infected with their materialism. Gone is the idea, the ideal, the realization, the 

conviction that man must work not only to earn a living but also to live joyfully, to satisfy his most deeply rooted needs, to 

give free rein to his talents, release his creativity, participate in re-molding his world “nearer to his heart’s desire,” 

enhance his human dignity and partake of the divine. 

 But all is not lost. That which we neglected, mislaid, forgot, the Japanese have found. They have recaptured the 

ancient idea that to work is man’s nature, his need, his imperative, his life. They have realized that when man refuses to 

work, when he goes on strike, when he lashes out against his tools, his equipment, his work-place, he leaves grievous welts 

on the face of his company, his country, and himself. They have developed a system that ensures a lifetime relationship of 

mutual loyalties, of equitable sharing of efforts and benefits, of communal commitment and caring between the workers, the 

companies, and the nation. They have recreated in their zaibatsus and sogo shoshas, “nuestra perdido Eden,” our Paradise 

Lost. 
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