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The Consequences of 

Jumping to Advanced Level 

via the Placement Test 

- Majid Abdullah Salem Al-Dufai  

A 
fter graduating from school, we go 

through a passage which allows us to 

move from school to College. To 

elevate our rank in our society, we need to 

obtain high knowledge that gives us the ability 

to work in an environment that is suitable for 

us. Anyway, when you are admitted to a 

college, it is quite possible that you will face a 

placement test. So, that test is the link between 

you and the level of English you will study. At 

college there are four Levels: Pre-Elementary, 

Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced. 

Each level has its own course content, so if you 

jump to any level via the placement test you 

will study that level's content. For example, if 

you go to Elementary, you have to study 

writing, reading, grammar, listening, and 

math. Some students, however, jump straight 

to Intermediate or Advanced level. They need 

to study math and I.T. as well as the regular 

level content. I'm one of them, and students 

like me find that the new environment, new 

kinds of educational styles, and so many other 

things, that are quite different from school, 

place extra weight on our shoulders. The 

consequences of being placed directly in the 

Intermediate or Advanced level affects us in 

various ways: the pressure of study increases, 

full timetables. This makes us tired, and our 

concentration during late classes logs. 

A Child Kleptomaniac  
- Qittam Majid Al-Ghaithy 

W 
hen I was a child, I was very 

“peevish”. We had an old 

neighbour who ran a small food 

store nearby. He was very old, and he 

could not see well. He liked us very much 

and would give us each a small chocolate 

whenever we bought something from his 

shop. Almost every afternoon my sisters 

and I would find an excuse to go to him.  

One afternoon, like always, when we were 

at his shop buying some fast food items, I 

had already planned to steal a chocolate 

before he gave one to us. I was excited 

about the prospect of having two 

chocolates rather than one, while my 

sisters got only one. Assured and 

encouraged by the thought that he cannot 

see, I slowly bent down and removed one 

chocolate from the open container and 

slipped it into my side pocket. I was sure 

that he had not seen me and would give 

me one extra chocolate.  

An Unforgettable Dream 
- Nasra Rashid Ali Al-Shabibi 

O 
ne day I woke up to find myself in a hospital. And then 

it all came back rushing like a dream. I remembered 

everything crystal clear that had happened to us. We 

were all going to Muscat and my father was driving the car. 

We were on a pleasure trip to Al-Gurom park to have some 

fun. We went there and spent the whole morning running 

around and playing games and having lots of fun. There were 

beautiful places with nice, green trees. The park was not 

crowded and all of us were very happy. We had taken our 

lunch with us and had a small picnic on the fluffy, lush, green 

lawn in the park. 

An Unforgettable   …. / Page 15 

From the HoC 
It is indeed a pleasure to thank the ELC 

faculty and students for their support in 

bringing out Rendezvous (Vol 2. Issue 2) 

successfully. We believe that the 

informative contents and appealing style 

of Rendezvous will delight the readers 

and trigger their creativity.  A special 

thanks to all the contributors. We 

welcome more contributions and 

support from all of you.   

- Ms. Laila Obeid Al Hajri 

A Child Kleptomaniac …. / Page 6 
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Visiting Nile in Uganda 

T 
he Nile River is not only the longest river on our 

planet, but also it is the only river on earth that flows 

in reverse, i.e. from South to the North. The river owes 

its origin to Lake Tana in Bahr Dar in the province of Gojjam 

in Ethiopia and Lake Victoria in Jinja, a small town about a 

100 kms from Kampala, the capital city of Uganda. The river 

in Ethiopia is known as the Blue Nile, while Ugandans prefer 

to call their stretch of the river the White Nile, or just Nile. 

The two rivers meet in Sudan and continue their long course 

before meeting the Mediterranean Sea in Egypt. Thus the 

Nile flows through Uganda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Sudan, and 

Egypt covering a long distance of approximately 6,695 km.  

I had the opportunity of visiting the source in Bahr Dar 

during my stay in Ethiopia in the 1980s; however, I visited 

the source in Uganda more recently, in November 2011. 

Lake Victoria, well known for its beautiful landscapes, has a 

natural underground source of water that feeds the lake and 

the Nile river tirelessly.  The lake, which is the largest of all 

African lakes, is also the second widest freshwater body in 

the world. It occupies a wide depression near the equator, 

between the East and West Great Rift Valleys. It is 

surrounded by Uganda, Tanzania, and Kenya.  The lake 

water is drained at a rate of about 600 cubic meters per 

second at Jinja, on the northern shore, into the Victoria Nile 

which flows northward via Lake Albert and the White Nile 

forming the upper most reaches of the Nile River.  

To sum up, I am sure you would agree that we all live our 

lives in whatever way we deem fit, but the desire to uncover 

the secrets of our wonderful planet and to behold the beauty 

Mother Nature has spread everywhere on this planet 

remains unfulfilled.  

- Aijaz Khan 

I am standing leaning to the 

official post that says 

    ‘THE SOURCE OF R. NILE, 

JINJA, WORLD’S 

    LONGEST RIVER’ in Uganda  

 

The map showing the course 

of the River Nile 

 

Beginning of the River Nile in Jinja. It takes the water 90 days to reach the Mediterranean Sea. 

A view of Lake Victoria in Jinja. The lake has an underwater  

     source that feeds the river Nile.  An aerial view of Kampala, the capital city of Uganda.  
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Beautiful Oman  

H 
idden in the mountains of Oman are kilometers of 

paths which make excellent hiking trails.  In 1970, 

Oman only had 10 miles of paved road, so until very 

recently these paths were Oman’s highways, where traffic 

consisted of people and their donkeys and were the only 

means of travelling from one village to another.  Some of 

these paths have fallen into disuse, but many are still used 

by villagers and some of the paths have been marked so that 

trekkers can easily follow them.  However, there are still a 

few villages remaining which are inaccessible by car and 

donkey traffic is still seen.  Walking the paths takes you to 

parts of Oman that you would otherwise not see, lets you 

glimpse its past and keeps you fit in the process!  Being in 

the mountains is my escape from the stresses of work and 

one of the reasons I chose to live in this country.   

The mountains are where I see the ‘real’ Oman – not the 

shopping malls or the crazy roads, but the things that are 

unique to this country and which I hope will be preserved.  

You enter a different world walking in the mountains, time 

slows down, it is incredibly peaceful and there is beauty in 

the bare rock which exposes the folds and colours of Oman’s 

diverse geology.    Beneath your feet may be some ancient 

steps, thousands of them, supposedly carved by a Persian 

army who historically invaded the country.  You see a splash 

of green where, impossibly it seems, there are date palms 

and fields fed by a water source that has emerged from the 

ground.  You come across a village, still built of stone and 

mud which fits in perfectly with the landscape.  When it falls 

down it becomes part of the earth again.    I understand the 

new roads bring opportunities for the villagers:  people can 

get cars and get jobs further afield; concrete can be brought 

in by the lorry-load and the old, traditional villages built of 

stone and mud are abandoned and big new concrete homes 

are built.  People seem to live further apart from each other 

and the village way of life is consigned to history.  Change is 

inevitable, but I wonder if people ever miss their community 

and the old houses (traditional materials have much better 

thermal qualities keeping the house cooler in summer and 

warmer in winter).  

I’m always amazed by the amount of wildlife that you see in a 

country with so little water and vegetation.  Sadly, my hopes 

of ever seeing a leopard in Oman are virtually nil (although 

about 25 years ago, friends of mine who lived here did); but 

there are still birds with huge wingspans soaring in the blue 

skies, foxes, bats, plenty of snakes, toads, climbing fish in 

the wadis, as well as all the remnants of animals from 

millions of years ago.  There are the fossilized sea urchins 

just above Wadi Bani Khalid and you can be walking at an 

altitude of 2,000 meters and find a fossilized sea-shell.  When 

you wonder why and check out the geology of Oman, you 

learn that some of these mountains used to be on the sea-bed.  

It makes me feel very small and insignificant, but I really 

appreciate the beauty of the world I’m standing in. 

There are walks for everyone here.  There are some easy 

ones for families or to get you started off, but there is a 

delight in getting fitter when you can take on some of the 

- Sara Davidson  

Up Jebel Shams  

A hidden lake at 2,000 metres, Jebel Shams   

Jebel Akhdar – looking towards Tanuf   
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more challenging walks.  The path may be steep and 

you know that you have to ascend over 1,000 metres, 

your muscles are burning, your breathing is heavy and 

your heartbeat rapid, but with every step, the view gets 

better and the reward is greater.  You turn a corner and 

are presented with a totally new landscape. You feel 

alive. 

It’s a great way to meet people.  Sometimes you may be 

hiking with a friend, other times you may go on an 

organized hike with ten or more people (check out the 

Oman Mountaineering Club) which is a great way to 

meet other people, both Omanis and other nationalities,  

especially important for those of us who live in Ibra and 

have a limited social circle! 

If you want to go walking in Oman, ‘Explorer’ have 

published a set of trails.  They are all marked with paint 

and are easy to follow and make a good ‘starter pack’.  

They range in difficulty and length.  One of the easiest 

and very highly recommended is the Balcony Walk 

inside the ‘Grand Canyon’ of Oman on Jebel Shams.  

This is one of the most stunning walks I’ve done, yet is 

easily done by both young and old.  One of the longer 

ones is the 40km walk from Wadi Bani Khalid to Tiwi, 

only recommended for fit and more experienced hikers.   

There is another book ‘Adventure Trekking in Oman’.  I 

would only recommend this for hikers familiar with 

Oman’s trails.  Some of the routes may be easy to follow, 

if they’re marked by cairns and/or splashes of paint, 

but for others you need to have a good eye and look for 

the polish on the rock – evidence that thousands of feet, 

both human and animal, have passed the same way 

before.    In the Muscat area, there are countless wadis 

in the mountains behind which make excellent 

afternoon scrambles and let you see villages, in total 

contrast to the bustling capital, that you would never 

guess existed there. 

Make sure you go well equipped.  Although the locals 

skip up and down the mountains in sandals, most of us 

aren’t so hardy.  The rocky mountains can tear up 

footwear and I’ve seen many a poor soul hobble off the 

mountains with his toes sticking out of the front of his 

non-existent shoe.  Most importantly, BRING PLENTY 

OF WATER.  Some people drink more, and others less, 

but I would prefer to carry the extra weight and arrive 

home with a bottle to spare than to run out.  The sun is 

stronger at altitude (there is less in the atmosphere to 

reflect the rays), so it’s advisable to bring something to 

cover your head.  Don’t go to wadis if there’s a remote 

chance of it raining.  Flash floods happen incredibly 

quickly and many people have lost their lives as a 

result.  Remember, there is no mountain rescue in 

Oman and you may not have mobile phone reception, 

so take responsibility for your decisions. 

Most importantly, enjoy yourself.  There is so much to 

explore and discover.  A thought that often passes 

through my head when I’m hot, sweaty and have weary 

legs, but am in the middle of nowhere looking at a 

beautiful view is, ‘I’m so lucky to be here’.  

In the Ghubbrah bowl on the walk 

between Wakan and Hadish  
Persian Steps  

Leaving Wadi Bank Khalid behind  

Al Ghumb – at the time of hiking 

only accessible by footpath (it 

took us about 8 hours from Tiwi)  

Descending into Wadi Tiwi 40k 

later  



Vol. 2; Issue 2 - July 2012 

5 

Make the most of your  

Omani experience  

T 
eaching and living in a foreign country is not for the 

weak and faint hearted. It takes a certain character 

and personality type to be away from loved ones, 

food and the culture they were born into. However, this 

experience is character-building and brings an insight into 

life itself. We are not the same people today as the ones 

who first stepped on that plane to leave the security of 

everything back home. The way we perceive culture, 

religion and just being a human, definitely changes and 

grows deeper the longer we stay abroad. We also grow as 

a person, develop self esteem and somehow find answers 

to many questions. But probably the most important thing 

is the feeling of accomplishment and knowing that we 

contributed to the development of young people and had 

the privilege to see them grow and mature. 

When I first came to Oman and stayed in Muscat, I couldn’t 

help but be fascinated with the buildings, the cars, and 

how green it was. When we left for Ibra a day later, in a car 

that went a little too fast, and overtook at places that shook 

my fragile nerves, I began to doubt my own judgment and 

choices. The further we left Muscat behind and the 

landscape changed to a moonlike setting, the more I sank 

into the backseat of that car! When we arrived at the gates 

of Ibra and our taxi man announced “Welcome to Ibra” I 

was scared beyond words! 

As weeks became months and months became years, Ibra 

became my home.  Camels, goats, donkeys and camel 

spiders became part of my existence. Abayas and 

dishdashas became synonymous with “Teacher, help!” At 

the end of the day, while reminiscing with a Pepsi in hand, 

it put a smile on my face. Sometimes we take life far too 

seriously. A little humor and a smile can lighten up a whole 

world. 

Living in a small community where everybody knows each 

other can be a challenge. The number one pastime, it 

seems, is to talk about each other.  Sometimes I feel that 

our environment must be a psychiatrist’s dream come true.  

Some gossip, some listen, some lash out, some retreat and 

some flourish! What a privilege to see all our own 

personality traits reflected in someone else and then to sit 

back and criticize! And so we grow and live in Ibra! 

I think it would be fair to say that Oman makes us stronger 

and better human beings. We will leave here with a deep 

understanding and respect for difference. Viva Ibra! 

- Maria Coetze  

Quiz Show - Pre-Final 

Introduction: Provide the interested students a platform to 

participate and get training in various activities using English 

as the language of communication. 

Organize competitions for the sudents in various activities. 

To  motivate  increased  participation  of  students  in  the 

activities conducted by the “Society”. 

Objectives: Arrangement of student development activities 

like career development lectures: 

 arranging student lectures. 

 arranging social events. 

 arrangement of competitions among the students like 

general quizzes, design contest, painting contests etc.  

A poster Contest was conducted on 20th February, 2012. The 

winners of the competition were: 

1st prize: Maryam Al-Hajri 

2nd prize was shared by three students: 

1) Najah Al-Rahbi 

2) Saalma Al-Mukhaini 

3) Ghaliya Al-Seneidi 

3rd prize: Balqees Yahya Al-Busaidi 

A quiz Contest was conducted on 17th March, 2012. The 

winners of the competition were: 

1st prize:  

1) Haitham Abdullah Al-Battashi 

2) Amjad Nasser Nassir Al-Sharqi 

3) Moosa Amer Said Al-Rahbi 

2nd prize: 

1) Sumiya Saleh Ibrahim Al-Zadjali 

2) Hajer Zaid Al- Hassani 

3) Abdul Majeed Khalifa Al-Jabri 

A Speaking Competition was conducted on 24th March, 2012. 

The winners of the competition were: 

1st prize: Mohammad Said Al-Abrawi 

2nd prize: Anoud Saoud Hemeid Al-Habsi 

The prelims of the Vocabulary Quiz Competition were 

conducted on 27th May, 2012 and the finals will be 

Report on  

English Society Activities 

Report on English   …. / Page 9 
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Paradigm Shifts 
- C.K. Raman 

In a beautiful village, far from the maddening crowds, 

unaware that subjectivity is predetermined, I was born.  

Gentle breeze carrying the aroma of spicy food cooked can 

penetrate into any nostrils easily, fruits in plenty and variety 

lying across the garden unpicked, and water from big river 

to small stream going into the paddy fields for cultivation, 

fish, crabs, frogs and snakes, sky connecting long green 

fields were available for a wordsworthian childhood 

adventure.  Untouched by any theoretical paradigms, it was 

a life with nature and nature’s way of life.  Life and nature 

viewed in synonyms rather than in dichotomy.  I was full of 

nature, and the nature was me. “Ignorance is bliss” or “a 

little knowledge is a dangerous thing”.  I don’t know which 

one of the two, I should prefer for the life I led in my village. 

Years later, my mind shredded the happiness to 

contemplate on the survival of the future. Like a 

kaleidoscopic view, each stage became new and 

challenging for me; a non linear progress.    Knowledge 

took me from one level to another, a development with a 

rupture unknown to the subject.  All of a sudden from 

“concrete” to “fluidity”, I had to accommodate my “self”. 

Spatial geographical boundaries became fluid 

diasporically, imagined labor replaced physical labor 

theoretically, and self underwent several plastic surgeries 

from religious, transcendental, rational, and modern to 

postmodern self; and from singular to plural, a theoretical 

cloning.  Discourse which once the self constructed 

constructs the self now. Active subject became passive 

subjectivity.  It shook me to the core when Marx called my 

consciousness “False consciousness”, zizex came to my 

rescue with a “false” is “real” notion.  With all these, I could 

feel the paradigm shift within the self (selves!).  

With a fluid subject, false consciousness, Freudian selves, 

language constructs reality, I landed in a foreign land as a 

foreign language teacher (English).  I teach English with”I” 

singular not plural.  I speak more about subject rather than 

subjectivity, community rather than imagined community, 

consciousness rather than false consciousness, labor more 

than imagined labor, language that a speaker constructs 

with a concrete meaning rather than language constructing 

the speaker.  There emerged a void within me. My curiosity 

got its momentum when I initiated a dialogue with the 

public to find out whether these two circles, academic and 

public discourse, merge somewhere to create an interface 

which can function as a contact or connecting point.  The 

result was negative.  I was a little furious.  This thought 

compartmentalized me into two; the former self and the 

present selves.  Then I took a closer look at language and its 

function within a society. 

I found that there is a huge gap between public and 

academic discourse.  The public does not deconstruct the 

newspaper reports, debates in parliaments seem to know 

nothing about the poststructuralist’s notion of language, 

authors’ names are used to read books or buy books online 

or to refer to the author’s life for meaning (what happened 

to death of the author?), wiki leaks topples governments 

with its news, sending and receiving messages happen in 

mundane life as if they were concrete. To add on to this, 

government bans some novels, autobiographies, 

newspaper reports as they disseminate wrong information 

to public.   

What does this public discourse communicate to the 

academic discourse?  What does my new self communicate 

to my old self?  Is there a negotiation or a coexistence of 

opposing poles in one thread of life?  Should the difference 

be seen in degrees rather than “antonyms”?    

 There remains only a rupture as an answer for all those 

questions!  

A Child Kleptomaniac  … from Page 1 
After we paid for the stuff we bought, he started distributing 

the chocolates to us. He gave one chocolate to all my sisters 

but he did not give me any this time. So, I said to him, “Uncle, 

and for me? You forgot me?” He smiled and looked at me. 

Then he said, “It’s in your pocket”. The colour of my face 

changed from brown to pink, to red, and then to black, not 

only because the shopkeeper had seen me stealing, but also 

because I knew that my sisters would report the matter to 

mother and father. So, determined I retorted to him, “No, you 

did not give me any”, and pointing out the one I had stolen I 

said, “This is from yesterday”. 

He gave me a chocolate and said, “I know you are a good girl 

and you wouldn’t can not do it, but don’t try to repeat it in the 

future, ok!” I responded, “Ok!” and fled from the scene with 

my sisters. However, my elder sister did not let me take that 

chocolate. She asked me to give it to her and threatened me 

that she would tell out parents if I didn’t give it to her. First I 

did not want to part with my booty, but after hearing her 

threat, I took out the extra chocolate from my pocket and 

gave it to her. I said, “Please don’t tell Mom and Dad” and to 

prevent her from doing so at all, I issued my own threat to 

her, “If you tell them, I am going to say that it was you who 

stole the chocolate. Because it’s you who now have two and I 

have only one”. 

Though my sisters did not report the incident to Mom and 

Dad, I was disappointed that I stole something which I could 

not keep. And thinking that was going to be the fate 

everything I would steal later, I pledged not to do it again. 

- Edited by Aijaz Khan 
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Moodle practice with Mr. Kannan 

Travel  

- Keith Mitchell   

As we slide into the summer semester, many of us are also 

involved in other Delivery Plans, those being the plans for 

our summer breaks!  Maybe it is a trip back home, or 

perhaps an adventure to an exotic destination.  In any 

event, we will probably be serving as our own travel 

agents, and to this end, I’d like to share some thoughts on 

the matter, and some useful do-it-yourself email addresses 

as well.   

So why “do it yourself”?  That’s easy!  It can be a lot 

cheaper!  And here in Ibra, finding a travel agent geared to 

your travel interests may be difficult. In any event, the first 

thing to do is the on-line research on your proposed 

destinations.  A little homework will save you time and 

money.  And remember, Google is your New Best Friend! 

First, find out if you can get a visa easily for your 

destination.  Check out Project Visa at http://

www.projectvisa.com/   This website will provide 

information detailing what is necessary for your country’s 

passport holders to get a visa for which country.  Once you 

have this information, you can easily use the Go 

Abroad.com website, http://embassy.goabroad.com/

embassies-in/oman  to give you the phone numbers of all 

foreign embassies and consulates in Muscat.  Plenty of 

patience is usually needed when dealing with these folks!  

They may have very limited office hours.   In any event, 

once this is done, and you have the visa stamped inside 

your passport, you can really start to daydream about that 

once-in-a-lifetime vacation, or that long–anticipated trip 

home!   

Now you’ll want to know who can fly you from here to 

there, with the best schedules and cheapest fares.  Here 

are some websites I have used, and others I have heard 

about.  If you know others, pass them on! 

I have used Expedia http://www.expedia.com a lot, and I 

like it because it simultaneously compares fares on several 

airlines, and you can also book and pay for your hotel at 

the same time.  There are two other websites which you 

may find of use: http://www.cheapoair.com/ and http://

www.farecompare.com/  . I have had good luck with these 

Travel  …. / Page 8 

Sad Summer Semester 

- Saeed Khalfan Mohammed Al-Salti 

Last year after the college admitted students for the 

summer semester and we at the diploma level were getting 

ready for the last semester of the course, I decided to pay a 

visit to my family in Sur. My elder sister, who also studied 

at my college, persuaded me to take her with me. 

We arrived in Sur in the forenoon, spent good time with our 

parents and siblings, and in the evening we went to see an 

Sad summer …. / Page 10 
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English Society - Poster Making held on 19th & 20th February, 2012 

Student Induction Program 

two as well.   I have found though, that you need to check as 

many websites as possible.  The next two websites are from 

India: http// www.flylowcostairlines.org and http://

www.makemytrip.com.  Indian colleagues have discussed 

them with me in the past.  They said they were good.  

Once you have gotten your reservation, you can check out 

the seating plans for your selected airline and the aircraft 

designated for your flight on http://www.seatguru.com/.  Not 

all seats are created equal!  You can then request your 

desired seat from the airlines local offices or individual 

websites. Just Google the airline names to get the website.  

Or go here:  http://airlinecontact.info/index.html?

country=Oman. The Royal Oman Police (ROP) also has a list 

of airlines’. Muscat telephone numbers: http://

www.rop.gov.om/english/impphones_airlines.asp which you 

might find useful as well.  Sometimes, I just like to be able to 

ask a real person a real question!  

Airline websites can provide the opportunity for you to sign 

up for their frequent flyer program, and  also allow you to 

request travel assistance and many can provide special 

meals such as vegetarian, low calorie, diabetic, etc.  Cathay 

Pacific even offers spicy Chinese!  The vegetarian, fresh fruit 

plates or seafood plates are usually good choices, and they’ll 

even give you a petit birthday cake, if you ask!  You can also 

check out what films will be showing on your flights.  If you 

Google your departing or arriving airline terminals  (  E.g. 

Aquino, Changi, Heathrow, JFK, Indira Gandhi, Charles De 

Galle, et. al) you can see terminal layouts, in case you are 

unfamiliar with them.. 

Most of us travel light when we are going off for a holiday 

destination, but remember that if you are going home, 

baggage allowance may be a consideration.  Check with 

your airline to see what your allowance will be.  Extra bags 

can get expensive! Also, one necessity for booking internet 

travel is a credit card.  Some sites will take a debit card with 

a displayed Visa or MasterCard logo for purchases.  Others 

won’t. Oman Air is one site that will take debit cards.

( http:www.omanair.com/ phone +968-2453-1111) Omani 

banks can also assist you in applying for one of their Visa or 

MasterCards, if you don’t have one.  Talk to your local 

banker.  Also check about using your ATM in other countries. 

Once you have decided on a destination and airline, check 

out my favorite http:www.TripAdvisor.com  I use it a lot, and I 

even contribute reviews for hotels, restaurants, and local 

attractions.  I like it since the opinions expressed are from 

fellow travelers.  If you have other favorite websites, please 

share!  See you in Duty Free!  

Travel… from Page 7 
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Taking math and I.T. and having to combine them with our 

other regular subjects increases the pressure on us. We need 

to study I.T. and Math because of the college policy. A class 

period equals 2 hours of studying, so we need a lot of time to 

study each subject and to get ready for any exam. Adding 

those two other subjects, Math and I.T., can disrupt and make 

a mess of our timetables. This disruption and mess is on top 

of the pressures that every student feels. That is, math needs 

lots of study each day to understand the sums and complete 

the puzzles. I.T. also needs the same studying hours to 

understand the modules and the lessons. Moreover, all the 

other students have already studied the previous modules. 

We are expected those to pass exams even though we 

haven’t studied for them. My friend and I were honored when 

we were placed at a higher level, but we never thought about 

these consequences. We seem to need massive effort to pass 

the Advanced level. Sometimes it feels like we are not free to 

do anything else except studying, studying and studying. 

The arrangement of the lectures in the timetable were 

complicated by adding both math and I.T. because of the 

pressures that we have expressed since those two elements 

were added. When I was admitted to college, I was willing to 

study hard and I'm still willing until now, to make a whole-

hearted effort and to achieve success. However, the 

consequence of the messed up timetable and heavy schedule 

is how tired we are after having taken our extra lessons each 

day. The timetable requires of us to stay at college for long 

periods, it is just NOT POSSIBLE because of our exhaustion. 

We attend college from the morning and go to classes till in 

the evening. How about making a 

bed in the college and staying there 

till Wednesday? In addition, I 

haven't mentioned that we have to 

eat lunch, and we should pay for it 

ourselves. Our budget suffers from 

those effects of staying at the 

college for too long. Apart from that, 

our time for studying is not quite 

enough. We need 2 hours at study in 

return of one hour lesson at college. 

I am used to handling all the 

problems and solving them quickly 

to avoid mistakes. That is 

complicated by our schedules now, but I will carry out my 

passage towards achieving success and study hard to 

complete my Higher Education Journey (HEJ).  

When we are tired, and it’s late in the day, our concentration 

suffers. To understand data we need to understand what 

information is because one single term of Information is 

called Data. That's how much you need to focus on details in 

order to know everything that is given to you everywhere 

and every time in your life. Linking with the above, we need 

good concentration in our lessons, and a good shape of 

understanding. Thus, every step we take has to be correct 

and sound. However, under these new conditions in which 

we study, our concentration during late classes weakens. 

What is really happening is that we have to attend classes in 

the EVENING for a period of time. However, we have 

attended college since morning. Enduring tiredness and 

acting like nothing is happening is the burden we carry while 

we are at college, struggling and plodding through it 

somehow. By and large, we need clear focus to excel in our 

class periods. This effect is kind of difficult to deal with. Also, 

I need to attend all of the classes with all of the energy I have 

got till the class periods of each day are over. This needs lots 

of planning and massive effort.  

Ultimately, taking those two subjects is not a bad thing at all. 

We are students: we should be patient, bear any 

consequences, and deal with them wisely. We should never 

think about the past or the hard-days we had have earning on 

our HEJ. Those consequences I mentioned are new effects 

that I'm facing right now. Within 

time, all of this shall pass and I will 

adapt to those changes. After 

Advanced level, there is a stage 

called Post-Foundation and I will be 

in it several months. The solution to 

those consequences is to adapt to 

and then to treat them in an 

objective way that suits us as 

students at college. In brief, any 

new experience has consequences, 

and these are normal. So, instead of 

playing around and doing nothing, 

we should be more serious while 

we are studying.  

The Consequences of  … from Page 1 

conducted on 3rd June, 2012. 

Beside these competitions, the society was able to show an 

English Film.  

Students were able to participate in the activities of The 

Second English Day held at the English Language Centre, at 

Al Musanna College of Technology. 

A Second English Day at Al Musanna was held on25th 

March, 2012 

The participants who went to Al Musanna were: Majid Al 

Dufai/ Shamesa/ Fatma Al Araimi and Ameena. They took 

part in the Speaking Contest. The winners of the 

competition were given mementos and certificates. 

Report on English … from Page 5 
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Report on Writing Centre 

Sad summer… from Page 7 
uncle who my sister wanted to meet. He was 

quite happy to see us and wanted us to stay 

overnight with them, but we had to go home, 

so my sister told him, 

“We have to give medicine to Mom and Dad 

and also help them with domestic chores.” 

Though our uncle did not insist further, I did 

not know then that that was the last time she 

had spoken to anyone. As we proceeded to 

the car I observed that she was happy and 

seemed contended, probably after the 

meeting with Uncle, something she wanted to 

do and now had done. There was a sense of 

satisfaction on her face. But  at the same time 

I had a strange feeling that I could not 

understand then. A gut feeling, a voice 

inside, that seemed to be kind of warning me 

against something. And I felt kind of angry 

without knowing why. 

We were already on the road and my sister 

was behind the steering wheel. She was a 

good driver and was driving as she would 

any other day. Suddenly the car started 

behaving strangely. It started moving left and 

right and she was finding  it difficult to 

control the steering wheel. I realized that the 

whole body of the car was also vibrating and 

shaking.  

The next moment I saw that my sister lost 

control of the car and it skidded to the 

shoulder of the road and then went off the 

road within no time. In the process the car 

turned over on its side and the momentum 

dragged the car for about 15 meters. 

Fortunately there were no cars on the road at 

that time. When the car turned over and hit 

the ground, my eyes closed automatically, 

but I could feel the impact of the heavy 

vehicle hitting the ground and then being 

dragged over the rough terrain. But that was 

a forced feeling and not a conscious one. 

Consciously, I did not know what was 

happening to us. 

Fortunately two gentlemen who were from 

the same area came to the scene and said, 

“Quick! Let’s find out if any one is alive”. 

Since my face and most of my body was 

covered in blood, they took out my national 

card from my pocket and found out my 

identity. I was injured and had shallow to 

deep bruises. I was also finding it difficult to 

keep my eyes open due to dizziness. 

Then they saw my sister who, I learnt later, 

was lying unconscious at some distance from 

me. She was also covered in blood and had 

bad bruises all over her body. Then the 

police arrived and took us to the hospital 

without wasting any time. All my family 

members were there, disbelief clearly 

written on their faces. They were in a kind of 

trance, as if it was happening in a dream and 

it was not real. 

My sister had died on the spot due to a head 

injury and I had also lost a lot of blood 

leading me very close to death. The thought 

that my sister was no more with us had a 

great impact on me and I felt crazy person for 

many days. But those who leave us and this 

world never come back. Only their sweet 

memories keep circling their loved ones.  

T 
he Writing Centre focuses on providing support to 

foundation level students in academic writing with the 

aim to strengthen the writing skill of the students and 

motivate them to achieve the set targets.  The Centre forms 

part of student support services provided by the English 

Language Centre.  

The objectives of the Writing Centre is to provide students 

with individual consultations; to support students of all levels 

of proficiency in their writing tasks; to listen to students’ 

concerns on writing; to identify problems in their writing and 

to offer suggestions to improve their writing and to cultivate 

academic inquiry and critical thinking. 

In the last two semesters, the centre was very active with 

energetic writing counselors and enthusiastic student 

participants. Students approached the Centre and 

benefitted. Students followed the procedure of making an 

appointment with the Centre and also adhered to the date 

and time of the appointment. During the one-to-one 

counseling session students’ queries were well answered by 

the writing counselors. Students’ too showed enthusiasm in 

one -to -one learning. 

Writing Centre is looking forward to more participants to 

make use of the service and improve their writing. 

- Edited by Aijaz Khan 
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Foundation Program  -  Semester II  (2011/2012) - Final Examination Score Sheet 

Pre-Elementary Level 

A+ = 0 0.00%

A+ = 4 1.27%

A- = 6 1.90%

B+ = 15 4.76%

B = 17 5.40%

B- = 20 6.35%

C+ = 22 6.98%

C = 26 8.25%

D+ = 40 12.70%

D = 36 11.43%

Failed = 34 10.79%

Failed & Dismissed = 14 4.44%

Absent (LEE) = 0 0.00%

Postponed = 9 2.86%

Suspended = 1 0.32%

Passed away = 1 0.32%

Transferred = 3 0.95%

Withdrawn = 11 3.49%

Dismissed (Absenteeism) = 56 17.78%

Malpractice (LEE) = 0 0.00%

TOTAL = 315 100%

Sat for LEE = 234 74.3%

Passed = 186 79.5%

A+ = 0 0.00%

A = 9 0.86%

A- = 67 6.43%

B+ = 113 10.84%

B = 103 9.88%

B- = 120 11.52%

C+ = 95 9.12%

C = 95 9.12%

D+ = 96 9.21%

D = 112 10.75%

Failed = 171 16.41%

Failed & Dismissed = 5 0.48%

Absent (LEE) = 0 0.00%

Postponed = 4 0.38%

Suspended = 2 0.19%

Incomplete = 0 0.00%

Transferred = 11 1.06%

Withdrawn = 8 0.77%

Dismissed (Absenteeism) = 31 2.98%

Malpractice (LEE) = 0 0.00%

TOTAL = 1042 100%

Sat for LEE = 986 94.6%

Passed = 810 82.2%

A+ = 0 0.00%

A = 22 5.66%

A- = 65 16.71%

B+ = 89 22.88%

B = 68 17.48%

B- = 34 8.74%

C+ = 19 4.88%

C = 17 4.37%

D+ = 6 1.54%

D = 24 6.17%

Failed = 7 1.80%

Failed & Dismissed = 24 6.17%

Absent (LEE) = 0 0.00%

Postponed = 2 0.51%

Suspended = 0 0.00%

Incomplete = 0 0.00%

Transferred = 1 0.26%

Withdrawn = 2 0.51%

Dismissed (Absenteeism) = 9 2.31%

Malpractice (LEE) = 0 0.00%

TOTAL = 389 100%

Sat for LEE = 375 96.4%

Passed = 344 91.7%

A+ = 0 0.00%

A = 1 0.29%

A- = 0 0.00%

B+ = 13 3.82%

B = 14 4.12%

B- = 11 3.24%

C+ = 34 10.00%

C = 50 14.71%

D+ = 85 25.00%

D = 60 17.65%

Failed = 36 10.59%

Failed & Dismissed = 16 4.71%

Absent (LEE) = 0 0.00%

Postponed = 4 1.18%

Suspended = 1 0.29%

Incomplete = 0 0.00%

Transferred = 2 0.59%

Withdrawn = 3 0.88%

Dismissed (Absenteeism) = 10 2.94%

Malpractice (LEE) = 0 0.00%

TOTAL = 340 100%

Sat for LEE = 320 94.1%

Passed = 268 83.8%

Intermediate Level Elementary Level Advanced Level 
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Teaching Reading Skills 

How can we improve comprehension and 

increase Reading Speed? 

- Elaine Cockerham 

The Problem:  

Our students tend to 

 read very slowly because they want to understand 

every single word  

 mutter to themselves and may point to text  

Reading Skills Pyramid: 

ESOL Reading Skills: 

 Skim (for gist or main idea 

 Scan (for specific, often unrelated pieces of info) 

 Intensive (get more detailed understanding of one 

topic) 

 Extensive (wide ranging reading, to expand general 

knowledge of a topic or for pleasure) 

How and Why 

Skimming  
Helps prediction 

Vocabulary activation 

Scanning and Intensive Reading (Speed reading technique 1 

- know what you are looking for) 

Read the questions first. (but what do the questions mean?) 

Workshop: Factors for 

Successful L2 Learning 

- Salim U.S. 

The target of this workshop was to discuss the four 

principal factors for successful L2 learning. Research has 

identified four main requirements that are imperative for 

successful foreign language learning: acquisition, 

interaction, focus on form and motivation.                              

Firstly, experts talk of language acquisition and silent 

period. Acquisition means ‘picking up’ the language 

unconsciously and automatically. For this learners need 

lots of exposure to the foreign language, i.e. by hearing 

and / or reading it all around them without studying it; 

without being consciously aware of it. This is the main way 

in which children learn their L1. Learners need to hear and 

read a wide variety of language items interesting to them 

and just difficult enough for them, i.e. just beyond their 

level, but not too difficult. This provides an unconscious 

challenge to learners’ language learning process and 

helps fit the pieces of the jigsaw into place. Learners listen 

to and read items of language many times before they 

begin to use them, unconsciously working out their 

meaning and form. This is called ‘silent period’. 

Secondly, researchers believe that to learn language 

successfully, learners need to use it in interaction with 

other people. Learners need to use language to express 

themselves and make their meanings clear. If the listener 

does not understand them, learners need to try again, 

using other language (paraphrasing), until they manage to 

communicate successfully. It is this process of struggling 

to make meaning clear which helps learners experiment 

with language, forcing them to try out structures, chunks, 

functions and vocabulary they have already learnt, to see 

if this helps them get their message across. 

Thirdly, studies show that foreign language learners also 

need to focus on form. This means that they need to pay 

attention not just to the meaning of language, but also its 

formal features, e.g. pronunciation, word order, affixes, 

spelling, grammatical structures. 

Last but not the least is motivation. Although learning is a 

cognitive process, feelings of learners play a vital role in 

activating cognitive resources. Motivation is the thoughts 

and feelings which make learners continue to lean with 

enthusiasm. Hence, it’s essential that the learners ‘feel 

good’ throughout the L2 learning process. 
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What do the questions mean? 

 What? 

 Who? 

 Why? 

 How? 
 

 When? 

 Where? 

(Beware of these 2!) 

the book       because it’s nice        slowly

in the classroom           that boy

at 2 o’clock            my car          Mohammed

by hand            at the restaurant

it was raining         last night            Mr Jones  

3 years ago        with a tin-opener  

my sister         a happy cat          he told me to  

next month             in Spain 

Contextual Clues (Speed reading technique 2 - read in 

chunks ) 

 Consider the whole sentence or phrase 

 What part of speech is it? 

 Deduction 

Practice in Looking at Context 

Tom decided that he desperately needed the glockum if he 

were to solve the problem. 

(He is outside in front of his car with the bonnet/hood up.) 

Tips for Speeding up Reading 

 Move your eyes, not your head. (only 2 movements 

across the page). 

 If you must have a guide, use a card or ruler under lines 

of text. 

 Don’t mouth words. 

 Don’t read function words. 

 Don’t stop! 

 Use class time for skills. 

 SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) should be done out of 

class. 

References 

 www.esl.about.com 

 www.time4learning.com 

 www.edhelper.com 

 www.braindance.com 

 www.midtesol.org 

English Speaking Course 
- Laila Obeid al-Hajri, HoC - ELC 

Presentation Objectives 

By the end of this presentation you will: 

1) Be aware of the discrepancy between teachers’ 

perspective & students’ perspective in regards to the 

order of the three elements (outcomes, learning 

activities, & assessment) and the implications. 

2) Be familiar with the concept “assessment for 

learning”. 

3) Be aware of the importance of the Portfolio as a 

learning tool.  

4) Be aware of the challenges you may come across 

when applying the learning activities used at ICT 

Speaking Course. 

5) Be aware of some factors that are relevant to the 

effectiveness of the learning environment. 

Course General Learning Outcomes  

By the end of the course the student  will be able to: 

1) Use effective verbal communication in his 

presentations, 

2) Use effective non-verbal communication in his 

presentations, 

3) Write the main parts of his  presentation 

4) Develop effective visual aids 

5) Develop Informative speech, & 

6) Develop Persuasive speech  

Learning 

activitiesAssessment

Objectives

Intended 

Learning 

outcomes

Student 

Perspective:

Teacher 

Perspective: Assessment

Outcomes

Teaching 

activities

Teacher Perspective & Student Perspective (Biggs,2003) 

Implications: 

Discrepancies should be addressed: How?   

 Direct approach: Students should be made aware of: -- 

Their perspective & Embedded  risks 

 Indirect approach: (Continuously stressing on the 

learning outcomes) 

1) Marketing the course: 

Benefits: formal & informal- now & Later) - students’ 

testimonies  

Lecturer: (who, why) 

2) Learning activities support students to focus on Los 
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 Achieving Learning Outcomes: 

Learning 

Outcomes

AssessmentLearning 

Activities
Means

Start End

Learning Activities 

Developing an Achievement Rubric: 

1. First Draft:  

 Watch some students’ presentations (from the 
previous semesters) 

 Comment on the presentations (Exploit their existing 
knowledge and expand it ) (Alvarez, 1990).  

 Describe the different levels of achievement: 
(Excellent – Very Good – Good – Poor) 

Poor Good Very Good Excellent   

        Volume 

        Rate 

        Pitch 

        Pause 

        Language/ 

Pronunciation 

 
2. Second Draft:  

 Teacher Uses groups’ rubrics to produce a unified 
rubric.  

 Students review the rubric and try to use it in 
assessing presenters. 

 Students hand in the rubric along with their 
comments to the teacher.  

3. Final Draft:  

 Teacher adds changes based on the feedback given 
by students 

 Teacher distributes the final draft of the 
performance rubric to the students. 

 Students use the rubric to prepare for the 
presentations, assess their classmate, and assess 

themselves. 

Assessment for Learning 

Benefits: (Stiggins, 2005) 

 understand shortcomings in own work 

 Take responsibility for improving 

 Become conscious of own improvement 

Class presentations: 

Group Individual 

 Self-assessment 

 Peer assessment 

 Teacher’s assessment 

 Feedback sessions (after every presentations)  

Course Portfolio: 

Content: 

 Course/Students’ Goals 

 Lecture Notes & Class Activities 

 Class Reflections 

 Presentations Notes 

 Presentation Reflections 

 Presentation Rubrics 

 Peer Evaluation 

 Course Reflective Essay 

 Any Other Learning Materials 

Strengths: (Hebert, 2001) 

 Records the full story of the student’s learning 
experience. 

 Draws a link between the  learning outcomes, different 
learning activities and Assessment. 

 Provides documented evidence of student’s progress.  

 Helps the student to reflect on all the activities he did, 
lectures he attended,  and challenges he came across 

inside and outside the classroom.  

Learning Activities Challenges (1):  

1. Time consuming     

2. Students’ standards VS teacher’s standards 

3. Video-taping      

4. Peer-assessment (How?) 

5. Class reflections 

6. Materials development (How? &Who?) : 

 Solution: (Tomlinson, 2005) 

 previous students’ work & 

 Teachers (teamwork) 

 Learner-centered environment (Nunan, 1988),
(Savignon, 1997)  

 Learning styles (Nunan,1988), (Savignon, 1997) 

 Learner’s voice (reflection) (Blaze,2001), 
(Stiggins, 2005) 

 Learner’s prior knowledge (Alvarez, 1990) 

 Self-Assessment (Blaze,2001 ), (Stiggins,2005 
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After lunch, I decided to see the 

beautiful ducks and when I sat 

down by the small lake where 

the whole family of beautiful 

ducks swam, I just lost myself in 

the blissful view, forgetting 

about everything else including 

myself. I don’t know for how long I sat there before the 

realization came that it was quite late, the thought gingerly 

brought me out of that state of mind. I looked around and 

saw it was late afternoon. I immediately stood up and 

looked for my family, but I did not see any one of them. All 

of them were gone. “But how could they do this to me? How 

can they go away leaving me here alone?” Then my heart 

consoled me saying that my family had not gone anywhere. 

They must be somewhere in the park. They will come back 

to pick me up. I kept waiting for them to come back and 

looking frantically for them to appear, with tears in my eyes, 

as the dusk started falling. By now the park was full of 

visitors. Many families with children were enjoying 

themselves everywhere.   

More time passed and before I realized it, it was dusk and 

day was starting to turn into darkness, but my family was 

nowhere to be seen. They did not come back for me. I went 

back to the place where we sat down when we arrived, 

thinking they might look for me there. But the time passed 

and it was now dark. All the visitors slowly left and the park 

was empty again. I started getting panicky as the fear of 

being alone in the big park at night gripped me and shock 

came over me. At that very moment I felt the presence of 

something behind me. I suddenly turned to see what it was, 

but there was nothing, only silence breached by the sound 

of the wind. I stopped crying and started thinking fast. And 

then again I felt, rather than seeing, a big black shadow 

coming down from the tall trees and landing on the ground. 

It looked like an alien from another planet coming to take 

me with him. As I was thinking, I saw the black body started 

moving towards me. I got so scared that I left my sandals 

there and ran as fast as I could in the opposite direction. 

And that something which was chasing me was no more 

one. It had multiplied and there were now many of them 

running after me.  

In that wild chase, I hit a big tree and started to bleed as I 

fell down. The aliens approached me and extended their 

long hands to reach for me. At that very moment I fainted. 

And then I woke up in this hospital.  

“Where did you go?”, I asked my mother , hiding my 

frustration, when I saw her moving close to me. 

“I am here, Sweetie. I did not go anywhere.” She ran her 

fingers through my hair. 

“But what’s happening to me?” I asked her, feebly feeling 

the bandage around my head. 

“Nothing, dear. Don’t talk. We will talk later”, and she sent 

for the doctor.  

She seemed happy that I was awake and fine. 

The doctor, along with two nurses, came running and asked 

me how I was feeling. I told her that I was feeling fine 

except for some heaviness in my head. She assured me that 

I was going to be fine. 

And then I drifted back into a serene sleep. When I woke up 

again, my whole family was there. They told me that three 

days ago, I had gone to sleep after Asr Prayer, something I 

never do. After a couple of hours they heard me shouting 

and by the time they rushed to my room, I was out of my 

bed hitting my head hard against the wall. They found me 

lying on the floor bleeding and brought me to this hospital.  

It was only a dream, but a bad dream. I decided never to 

sleep around that time of the day again.    

An Unforgettable  … from Page 1 

Lesson of time 
When a bird is alive…It eats Ants, 

When the bird is dead…Ants eat the bird! 

Time & Circumstances can change at any time……… 

Don’t devalue or hurt anyone in life. 

You may be powerful today…But Remember, 

Time is more powerful than you!!! 

One tree makes a million match sticks… 

But when the time comes… 

Only one match stick is needed to burn a million trees… 

So be good and do good………….. 

- Edited by Aijaz Khan 
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