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Inter Level Competitions for the 

Foundation Students  
by Mr. Joseph Arakkal Chacko  

Coordinator, ECA committee  

T 
he ECA  (Extra 

Curricular Activities‟) 

committee of the ELC 

organized an inter level 

Spelling Bee Competition 

for  the foundation students 

in semester one of the 

academic year 2010-2011. 

T h e  S P E L L I N G  B E E 

C O M P E T I T I O N  w a s 
conducted in two phases; an 

elimination round and the 

final round. Two students 

were selected by the 

respective group tutors to 

represent their groups for a 

written competition that 

consisted of questions based 

on the spellings of words 

(cross words) and one word 

for phrases. The objective of 

the round was to select the 

best students who were 

good  at vocabulary of 

English. The elimination 

round was held on the 9th of 

November, 2010 in the 

various rooms of the ELC 

and the response to this 

round was so overwhelming 

that a total of 112 students 

participated from all the four 

levels of the foundation, and  

18 students qualified for the 

grand finale which was held 

on the 14th of December in 

the SAC from 1:00 P.M to 

2:00 in the presence of the 

ELC staff and foundation 

students. The following were 

the winners in the grand 

finale: 

1st Place: 

Buthayna Salam Salim Al- 

Bus’edi,  Group 4, level 4 

3rd Place: 

Intisar Hadoob Abdullah  

Al- Masroori, Group 14,  

Level 4 

Hind Ibrahiom Swairi  

Al- Sa’adi, Group 9, level 3 

Lamya Hmeid Salim  

Al–Saif, Group 2, Level 2  

2nd Place:  

Balarab Omar Mohammad  

Al- Batashi, Group 10, level 4 

Asma Yaqoob Al- Balooshi, 

Group 8, Level 2 

1 

Poster Making 

Competition for 

the National Day 

Celebration  
by Mr. Joseph Arakkal  

Chacko  
Coordinator, ECA committee  

Poster Making  

Competition ... / To  Page 2 

T 
he ECA committee of 

t h e  E L C  a l s o 

organized a POSTER 

MAKING COMPETITION 

for the Foundation and the 

Post Foundation students as 

part of NATIONAL DAY 

CELEBRATIONS .  The 

theme chosen for the 

competition was “OMAN 

IN THE LAST 40 YEARS”. 

It was as an OPEN 

competition, and there was 

no restriction on the 

number o f  s tudents 

representing the groups 

from different levels. The 

main objective of the 

competition was to bring 

out the hidden artistic and 

imaginative talents of the 

students in the Foundation 

and the Post Foundation 

Programs, keeping in view 

the spirit of the 40th year 

of the National Day. The 

students from all the levels 

of the Foundation Program 

demonstrated their creative 
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From the HoC 
It is indeed a pleasure to 

thank the ELC faculty and 

students for their support in 

bringing out Rendezvous 

successfully. We believe 

that the informative contents 

and appealing style of 

Rendezvous will delight the 

readers and trigger their creativity.  A special thanks to all 

the contributors. We welcome more contributions and 

support from all of you.   

- Ms. Laila Obeid Al Hajri 
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Poster Making Competition … from Page 1 

and imaginative talents with the tips of their brushes and 

colour pens on charts, and so the response was  

encouraging that a total of 72 entries were received which 

were displayed in the SAC of the ELC to be viewed by ELC 

staff and students, and they were judged by an eminent 

panel of judges from the ELC on the 29th of November, 2010. 

The selected posters were 

also displayed in the 

exhibition hall as part 

of the National Day 

celebrations in the 

college on the 30th of 

November, 2010. The 

following students 

were the winners of the 

p o s t e r  m a k i n g 

competition: 

Advanced Level  

1st Place:  

Intisar Hadoob Abdullah  

Al- Masroori, Group 14 

2nd Place:  

Nabeeha Nassir Ali  

Al–Harthi, Group 14 

3rd Place:  

Tahira Abdullah Majed  

Al – Barwani,  Group 5 

Intermediate Level  

1st Place:  

Huda Harib A‟amer  

Al-Maskari, Group 9 

2nd Place:  

Hind Ibrahim Swairi Al- Sadi,  

Group 9  

3rd Place:  

Abdulla A‟mir Hamad  

Al-Hajri ,Group 3 

Elementary Level  

1st Place:  

Laya Saleh Abdullah  

Al-Yazeedi, Group 4  

2nd Place:  

Khalfan Rashid Saeed  

Al- Masroori, Group 4 

3rd Place:  

Reem Mubarak A‟amir  

Al- Habsi, Group 6 

Pre Elementary Level  

1st Place:  

Mohmood Nassir Salim  

Al- Amri, Group 7  

2nd Place:  

A‟amir Mohammed Salim  

Al- Hajri, Group 1 

Post Foundation 

1st Place:  

Abdullaziz Rashid  

Mohammed  Al- Hajri,  

Section 6 - ENGL 2100,  

Tech. Com.  

Quality Assurance Department providing support to ICT 
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Health and Safety Committee  

T 
he Health and 

S a f e t y 

committee is 

basically a guidance 

committee. It seeks to 

provide students with 

counseling on issues 

related to health and 

psychology. It tries to 

make a better work 

and study environment 

for teachers and 

students respectively 

b y  m a k i n g 

recommendations to 

the administration on related issues. 

The task of this committee is based mainly on listening to 

teachers and students and acting accordingly. Members in 

this committee are dedicated to assisting students whenever 

they need. This committee invites teachers and students to 

speak to one of the members whenever they feel that there 

is a health or psychological issue that needs tackling. 

by Mr. Mohammad Hassan Chamekh 
Coordinator 

General Foundation  

Programme Standards 

Ibra  College of Technology is a well known college in the 

Sharqiya region.  Both technological and general education 

are essential parts of Ibra College‟s Curriculum which 

enable students to develop self awareness and social 

responsibility. By the end of the 2010-11 academic year, ICT 

will have proceeded for accreditation by the Oman 

Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA).  In this regard, a 

lot of work was done to meet the Standards prescribed by 

the OAAA in all the Departments of the Foundation and Post 

Foundation Programmes.  The ICT GFP standards Working 

Group was established at the end of 2009-10 academic year 

to work on the General Foundation Programme Standards.  

This work involved the following tasks: 

 To read and understand thoroughly the GFP standards 

prescribed by the OAAA. 

 To align the current learning outcomes with the ones 

given by the OAAA. 

 To analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the General 

Foundation Programme. 

 To suggest measures to overcome the weaknesses. 

 To align the current assessment and evaluation patterns/

procedures/results etc. with the ones given by the 

OAAA. 

 To analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the 

assessment and evaluation system. 

 To suggest measures to overcome the weaknesses. 

 To collect evidences for all the standards maintained in 

the General Foundation Programme.  

by Ms. Inez Shubha Lobo 
Coordinator 

Online Registration – Training 
Foundation Program - Advanced Level 

Ibra College of Technology 

planned to do its Post-

F o u n d a t i o n  c o u r s e 

registration online 

starting this January 

2011 for Semester II. So, 

the ELC decided to get 

its 351 Advanced Level 

Students trained to register 

online for their Certificate Level 

courses. On the 12th & 13th of December 2010, Advanced 

level students of ELC were trained by Mr. Kannan, 

Lecturer (ELC) and Mr. Karim, Technician (ETC). Students 

were given a booklet titled “Online Registration 

Procedure – Manual” which had all the steps clearly 

illustrated. Students found the training very helpful and felt 

confident that they would be able to do the registration 

from homes. 

by Mr. S. Kannan 
Lecturer 

Seminar on GFP Assessment  

and Evaluation  

A 
fter the alignment of the GFP National 

Standards with the existing syllabus, the current 

sy l labus  was  developed based on 

recommendations made on areas that need 

improvement.  In doing so, the assessment criteria of 

General Study Skills were revised too. The main changes 

were in the activities, marking of the activities, the criteria 

of evaluation and standardized procedure of assessment 

and evaluation throughout the levels in GSS.   

 The aim of the seminar was to create awareness among 

the teachers on these important changes.  

The presenter spoke about Continuous Assessment - 

scheme of marks, activities under General study skills, 

assessment and evaluation criteria of these activities, a 

checklist of required evidence that needs to be 

maintained and a checklist of what the students need 

to keep in their portfolios as evidence.  Hard copies of the 

required documents were given to all the teachers. 

by Ms. Inez Shubha Lobo 
Coordinator 

Arab Cultural Awareness,  

a brief description  

T 
he Staff Development Committee (SDC) in the 

English Language Center (ELC) hosted a program 

which promoted Arab cultural awareness, by way of 

interaction, and education. This program was to aid the 

new and seasoned teachers alike to become acclimatized 

to their new surroundings and being in and living in an 

Arabic national environment. This was a general lecture 

without any specific national examples. Dr. Jamil 

AbdulHadi, Sr. Lecturer, ELC, structured this lecture. 

by Dr. Jamil AbdulHadi 
Lecturer 
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Proposed Off Campus Events 

by ELC Staff Club 2010-2011  

Date Events / Activities 

Semester 1 

Desert Crossing (camping, camel rides) 

Inter-Office Games 

Movie Night 

National Evenings 

Glass Bottom Boat Ride 

Wadi Naam Caves 

Semester 2 

Masira Island 

Jebel Shams & Al-Hoota Caves 

Family Trip to Naseem Gardens 

Ferry Trip to Musandam 

Sunset Cruise 

Movie Night 

National Evenings 

Semester 3 

Movie  / Games Night 

National Evenings 

Tour Museums and Art Galleries in Muscat 

The Internal Quality  

Assurance Committee  

Purpose 

The Internal Quality Assurance Committee (IQAC) of the 

English Language Center (ELC) is responsible for the 

internal quality assurance framework within the Center. This 

internal quality assurance framework covers all the different 

types and levels of study within the Center. 

The Committee provides a planning forum, facilitates 

discussion, and promotes developments in the area of 

academic quality assurance.  This means involving and 

guiding members of staff of the ELC, teachers, as well as 

administrative staff, towards meeting suitably high levels of 

academic protocol. 

 by Dr. Jamil AbdulHadi  
Lecturer 

Staff Development Committee 

The Staff Development 

Committee has been 

established by the 

ELC to help lecturers 

excel in teaching, 

incorporating the best 

methodology and 

pedagogy, thereby 

bringing in an overall professional development.  

The main objectives for this year include the following: 

 To conduct a Needs Analysis 

 To pursue the hosting of the ELT Symposium, that 

couldn‟t be accomplished in 2009- 2010 due to bad 

weather. 

 To involve every lecturer, individually or in groups in 

preparing a proposal, based on the topics that emerged 

from the Needs Analysis 

 To conduct internal and external workshops 

 To give an award to the best Presenter/ Performer at the 

end of the academic year 

The Needs Analysis was completed and the main areas of 

interest were identified. Proposals for workshops / 

presentations were invited from the lecturers. These 

proposals were reviewed by the committee and a roster was 

made.  The first one in the series of internal workshops, 

given by Mr. Mark McDowell, was received well by the ELC 

staff. The rest of the internal workshops / presentations are 

to be given by Ms. Caroline Eva Moscato, Mr. Joseph 

Arakkal Chacko, Mr. Avis Joseph, Mr. Jason Thomas, Mr. 

Aijaz Khan, Ms. Andrea Hopkins, Mr. Dan McEvoy and Mr. 

Salim Uppoottil Sulaiman. 

We‟ve also contacted The British Council for the purpose of 

external workshops. 

 by Mr. Samuel Anselm Samuel 
Coordinator 

Technical Support at ELC  

T 
he ETC staff members Mr. Praveen Puttaswamy,  

Mr. Darwin P. Dreo, Mr. Kareemula Shaik, Mr. 

Rommel B. Diñoso provide technical services in ELC 

in the following areas. 

 Cutting Edge practice using Computers 

 TOEFL Practice on Computers 

 Student Power Point Presentation 

 Student Online Registration Training 

 Internet, E-Learning - Moodle 

 Accessing Webmail 

 MS-Office Practice etc. 

by Ms. Heidi Manus 
Coordinator 

ELC Publications 
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Foundation Program 

Analysis of Results: Semester I (2010/2011), (SEPT - DEC 2010) 

Self Access Centre - New Book Acquisitions 

A 
ll new acquisitions were 

properly catalogued, classified, 

labelled with date sheets, 

accession numbers and call numbers, 

according to their different classes.  

These books were purchased from the 

Muscat International Book Fair, funded 

by the Ministry and distributed 

through the ETC to the Self Access 

Centre. 

A total of 121 new books were 

encoded on the SAC library system. 

Audio-visual material [CDs] attached 

to these new book additions, were 

accessioned as per the new 

accession number, corresponding 

with the actual book number for 

retrieval purposes. 

Some of the book titles are:   

 A l j a z e e r a  D i c t i o n a r y 

[English\Arabic], 

 Macmillan Readers 

[Beginners to Intermediate 

Levels] 

 Good Grammar Book 

 Oxford Picture Dictionary 

 by Ms. Elaine R. Spies  
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The New Placement Test 

Need for a new Placement Test in the ELC  

Many teachers have found that they have students of the 

wrong level in their classes at ICT.  This is due to two main 

reasons:  a)  the students have been placed incorrectly and 

b)  students have been moved up a level before adequately 

meeting the required standards of that level.  This would 

suggest that we need to look at both our placement test and 

examinations. 

Upon review of the current placement test, it was agreed that 

the level of the questions was too high to distinguish between 

students at the lower levels (which accounts for the vast 

majority of our intake of students.) 

If students are misplaced, they face a lot of problems (e.g. 

demotivation if they are in a class too difficult for them). If 

students are placed in a level that is too high for them and (as 

has been the practice) are not allowed to move down, then 

any opportunity these students have of passing is taken away 

from them.  As there is no need to have mixed ability classes 

it was suggested that an alternative placement test should be 

given. 

Where possible, it would also be good to stream students 

within each level, i.e., have the very weak pre-elementary 

students in one class and the stronger pre-elementary 

students in another class.  The students do not have to be 

made aware that they are in a weak or strong group, but it 

would allow the stronger students to advance more quickly 

and the teachers with the weaker groups would be able to 

spend more time on a topic or language item allowing those 

students to gain a better understanding. 

Which Placement Test should we use? 

The preference would have been to give an existing 

placement test which has already been piloted and validated.  

However, in order to put forward our case for a new test, we 

had to suggest writing our own. This did allow us to tailor the 

questions towards the curriculum that would be taught in 

foundation using vocabulary and grammar from the text book. 

A meeting was held with Quality Assurance to ensure that the 

new placement test would agree with the Oman Academic 

Accreditation Authority (OAAA) guidelines.  These state that, 

“students entering the GFP should be given some form of 

needs analysis (e.g.a written test, interview of self-evaluation 

questionnaire) in order to ascertain their current level of 

English language proficiency……” (See Page 11 of the Oman 

Academic Standards). 

Research was done to ascertain what was required of a 

placement test.  It was determined that the objective of a 

placement test was to place a student as accurately as 

possible according to his level and also that the test should 

be as quick and easy to administer and mark as possible; 

bearing in mind that we will be testing a large group of 

students (N.B. the current test is 2 hours).   

 

What format does the Test take? 

It was decided that it would be much better to start off simply 

and then improve and adapt the test as required.  The test 

was created with the aim of giving a representative sample of 

the linguistic content taught on the ELC‟s courses by basing 

the questions on material found in the course books.  

However, until the current curriculum is finalised it will not 

be possible to finalise the questions in each section.  As there 

seems to be no specific lexical or grammatical items in the 

curriculum at Level 4 due to it being exam-focussed, the final 

20 questions have simply been made of a higher level than 

those of Level 3. 

The test has been designed to give students at every level an 

opportunity to show how much they know. The instructions 

are given in both Arabic and English to allow beginner level 

students to understand what is required of them in the test. 

Multiple choice: The questions are on an incline of difficulty 

as our intention is to separate the students out into class 

groups. It is quick and easy to give and mark and is 

objectively marked.  Although students can guess, this will 

be factored into the marking system so that even if they get 

e.g., 30% through guessing, they will not be able to advance 

a level.  As cheating can be an issue, four versions of the 

same test have been given to ensure higher reliability and 

validity of the test. Some factors can make a test less reliable 

such as subjective marking where different markers accept 

different answers. (a current issue in the ELC). So it was 

decided, like many other placement tests, that the main body 

of the test should be in multiple choice format as it is quick 

and easy to give and is easily marked by means of an acetate 

with punched holes which will reduce human error.  There is 

only one possible answer for each question.  

Writing: This will form a small part of the test and will be 

used as a back-up and to decide on borderline cases.  

Students have been asked to write a few sentences and given 

a choice of topics.  This allows them to give an example of 

what level they can write at. 

Speaking:  This will possibly form a part of the placement 

test in the future if deemed necessary.  Currently (even with 

a rubric), teachers give varying marks to students speaking 

abilities and until we can address this issue it was decided it 

would be better not too include it.  However, the speaking 

section has been drafted and is ready for piloting. 

Reading and listening: These have not been included as, by 

trying to test everything, the placement test would be long 

and difficult to mark.   If you have a reading text, this will be 

aimed at one level.  If it is very easy, it would be impossible 

to distinguish between students at higher levels and if the 

text was very difficult it would be biased toward the lower 

levels.  The solution would be to either give various texts of 

different levels, or to grade the questions, but this would be 

very difficult to do. For the same reason listening and cloze 

have not been included. 

If the test is computerised in the future, this would allow 

“Placement tests are designed to assess students‟ level of language ability so that they can be placed in the class where they 

will learn most effectively.  The main aim is to create groups which are homogeneous in level.”   

(Fundamentals of Language Assessment)  

by Sara Davidson 
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much more to be included in the test including listening and 

reading items and pictures for testing vocabulary. 

Initial validation and piloting of the Test  

There were four areas we wanted to look at, to see if the 

placement test was doing what we wanted it to: 

 How it has spread the students out along the range of 

scores? 

 How difficult or easy it has been for the students who sat 

the test? 

 How consistent it has been in its measurements 

(reliability)? 

 How accurately it relates to what it is intended to 

measure (validity)? 

The first draft of the test was shown to various teachers and 

questions which were ambiguous, inappropriate etc. were 

changed.  It was initially tested on a few Arabic speakers and 

further alterations were made.  The test was then piloted at 

the beginning of the new term just after the students had sat 

the current placement test. 22 classes were tested (4 Level 1, 

8 Level 2, 5 Level 3 and 5 Level 4.  Over 400 students in total.) 

As we had no benchmark against which we could compare 

either the MoM test or the new test, we looked at the 

differences between the two tests, i.e. the current placement 

test and the new test.   

Information on the students‟ results was given to the teachers 

of those classes.  In order to make the teachers‟ feedback as 

objective as possible, they were not given the actual results, 

but the weakest and strongest students were indicated and 

the teacher was asked if they agreed with this, and then if 

they felt that any of those students should be in a higher or 

lower level. The teachers agreed with about 80% of the new 

placement test recommendations.  On the whole, teachers 

also said that they felt that the placement test was an 

improvement on the existing test. 

Analysis was then done on all the individual items (questions) 

in the test to see if there were any items which students 

consistently got right or wrong (and therefore indicating that 

these were not valid questions).  The questions were then 

changed/altered accordingly. 

The test now needs to be piloted again to see if all alterations 

are satisfactory. 

Other important findings of the Test 

Even before the individual items in the test had been 

validated, what would have been expected was that the 

students in higher levels got higher results.  From the 10 

Level 3 and 4 groups assessed, only 18 out of more than 200 

students scored significantly higher than the students in 

Levels 1 and 2. 

This is an indication of one or a mixture of the following 

things: 

 The previous curriculum (2009-2010) was inadequate. 

 Students haven't been given time to practice the 

language they have covered.  It‟s not a matter of 

teaching something and saying it‟s been covered.  

Language needs PRACTICE.  We may be trying to teach 

too much at once. 

 Our exams/rubrics have been inadequate.  They are not 

correctly assessing the students. 

 Marking may be subjective. 

 Students have been pushed up a level even if they hadn't 

improved sufficiently. 
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                        S   T   A   F   F   

Phonology and Pronunciation in EFL  

P 
honology is one of the areas of English Language 

teaching that receives little attention. Yet it is an im-

portant area to cover if teaching English to non-native 

English speakers. This is especially important for those 

whose first language has major phonological differences, 

such as is the case with the Asian languages.  

Some of the reasons that teachers fail to place emphasis on 

the teaching of phonology and pronunciation is that many 

have not been taught it themselves in any substantial way. 

Except for the basic phonics taught in kindergarten/

preschools and early elementary schools, it has not been 

considered a key element in the study of the language at 

higher levels, and rarely even at university level. Since most 

English teachers are native speakers, correctness of pronun-

ciation and phonology has been seen as inherent in their 

daily use of the language. In addition, they fail to recognize 

that the first language of some of their students could have 

some major differences in phonology as compared to the 

English language, and therefore it may need to be an area of 

focus.  

Additionally, many teachers who have in fact studied this 

area of English do not possess the confidence to teach it be-

cause they find it hard to hear certain features of intonation 

like pitch (rise and fall) or the stress on a particular word in 

speech. Their familiarity with the language can sometimes be 

a handicap when trying to listen for, recognize the nuances in 

the rise, and fall in volume and pitch of normal speech. 

Sounds 

Some of the first things the preschooler is taught are the 

basic individual sounds of each letter of the alphabet, the 

distinctive sounds associated  with common diphthongs and 

blends, as well as something of the function of vowels in the 

construction and sounding of words. The purpose is not 

simply for young students to learn good pronunciation, but 

even more, it is meant to prepare and equip these students 

with skills to pattern and recognize many of the words neces-

sary for them to learn to read English effectively. Sadly, this 

is often a skill not taught to older children and adults who are 

learning English for the first time. It is assumed that most 

adults would already know the alphabet and sounds of their 

own language, and therefore, instinctively make relevant 

associations in devising the patterns of the new language.  

However, it would be advantageous if they were taught the 

phonology of the new language, and could focus especially 

on those sounds and patterns that may not exist in their own 

native tongue.   

Stress 

Stress refers to the emphasis placed on a particular word or 

syllable. It is an important component of speech as it is re-

quired for correct pronunciation of words having more than 

one syllable. For example, the word “console” with the stress 

placed on the first syllable, as is the case with many two-

syllable nouns, means “the control panel for an aircraft or 

electronic system”. However, “console” with the stress 

placed on the second syllable, as with most two-syllable 

verbs, means “to comfort or cheer up someone in distress”.  

In entire sentences, there are also words or syllables that are 

stressed more than others and these imply meaning as well. 

The sentence below could have a different connotation de-

pending on where one puts the principal stress. The high-

lighted word or syllable indicates where the principal stress 

is placed. 

I bought this computer.   (implies that I made the purchase 

and that it was not someone else 

who made the purchase) 

I bought this computer.  (implies that it was a purchase, not 

obtained as a gift, or a loan, etc.)  

I bought this computer.  (implies that this was the computer 

that was purchased, not some other 

computer) 

I bought this computer.  (implies that it was a computer that 

was the purchase and not some oth-

er item) 

Intonation 

Intonation has to do with the changes in volume and pitch that 

occurs in a sentence in normal speech.  The manner in which 

the pitch rises and falls over the extent of a sentence tells if 

the speaker is asking a question, making a confirming state-

ment, agreeing, disagreeing, or expressing surprise. It ena-

bles the speaker to express a variety of emotions, or lack of 

them.   

The three most common patterns that have been observed in 

speech can be defined as the rise/fall, the fall/rise, and the 

level intonation. For example: 

The bus will be leaving early tomorrow morning.   

(The voice rises on “early” and falls after completing the 

more important part of the message.) 

This rise/fall pattern of intonation is generally used to make a 

statement for which no response is expected. It is used when 

agreeing or disagreeing, giving instructions, greeting, and 

asking straightforward questions. The fall at the end indicates 

that the speaker is finished with what he/she is saying. 

 

 

By Dr. J. AbdulHadi,  
Lecturer 

Phonology and Pronunciation ... / To  Page 9 
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Are you going home?   

(The voice rises and falls on “going” to rise again on 

“home”) 

This fall/rise pattern indicates that the speaker expects a re-

sponse. It could also be used to indicate that the speaker is 

not finished. Native English speakers generally use this pat-

tern to express surprise or disagreement, or if they want an 

answer or confirmation from the person, they are speaking 

to. 

No way!  (The voice remains level throughout the sentence) 

The flatness of the expression indicates a lack of emotion and 

says that the speaker has little to say or does not wish to com-

municate. 

Linking Sounds 

It is common in speech to link words. This can result in linked 

sounds, changed sounds, sound dropping, and extra letter. 

For example: 

Linked sounds – Noah‟s ark –→ Noah‟s ark 

Changed sounds - Water –→ Wadder 

Sound dropping - Last year –→ Las year   

Extra letter - My eyes -→ My yeyes 

Conclusion  

If students do not learn to pronounce their words correctly, 

they stand the risk of being misunderstood. In any situation, 

this would not be a good thing. They will have problems get-

ting their thoughts across and will not be able to have the 

appropriate expression to invoke the desired meaning, al-

ways running the risk of not being understood properly due 

to mispronunciation. 

It is beneficial, therefore, for non-native English speakers to 

be able to produce the sounds of the phonetic alphabet, as in 

this way they would be able to pronounce any word in the 

dictionary. There is much that the students need to grasp in 

terms of pronunciation and phonology in order to fully com-

prehend and speak English intelligibly. English teachers 

must therefore find ways to incorporate techniques into their 

lessons that focus on these aspects of the English language. 

Some techniques for identifying stress or intonation include: 

 Contrastive stress – where the teacher says the word 

incorrectly then follow by saying the word correctly in 

order that students can note the difference. It is im-

portant to end by saying the word correctly to reinforce 

the correct pronunciation and location of the stress. 

 Using gestures – clapping, tapping the desk, snapping 

the fingers, etc. to note the differences in stress or lack of 

stress. 

 Humming or singing – humming or singing out sentences 

can make it easier to identify points of stress and intona-

tion. 

Phonology and Pronunciation … from Page 8  

The quench 

I can see right through you.  

Even your intentions are transparent.  

Your core is clear and your nature is good, but you are old 

and your whereabouts are unknown. Therefore; I cannot, no! 

Rather, I shall not! , Trust you.  

As much as I may want you, it would be unwise to indulge 

and submit to my desires.  

As I stare at you I see how you simulate the world and the 

lower heavens.  

You are sensitive and respond to the slightest conditional 

change. And although you seem unaffected in physique there 

is a ripple on the surface.  

Yes, you are moved.  

I can see right through you.  

Your slender build contains your soul quite well; but the 

spats of perspiration reveal the truth.  

You are no virgin, you have been opened and indeed you are 

old. Therefore; I cannot, no! Rather, I shall not! , Trust you.  

From this angle I can 

clearly see the writing on the wall.  

Your baby blue cap tops it all off like the clear blue sky hov-

ering over the sea.  

Indeed, I can see. I do see.  

I can see right through you. Therefore; I cannot, no! Rather, I 

shall not! , Trust you.  

………………………………………………………………………… 

Don‟t judge me! What would you have done, if you had re-

turned to your desk, thirsty, only to mysteriously find that 

your Masafi water bottle had been opened?  

………………………………………………………………………… 

All praise is to God for blessing me with such vivid imagina-

tion and some credit to the Masafi bottling company for mak-

ing such attractive bottles of water.  

By Mr. Arkiel Brown,  
Lecturer 
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Suitability Of The PbTOEFL for Assessment Purposes at  

Colleges of Technology in the Sultanate of Oman 

Introduction 

Colleges of Technology in the Sultanate use the paper-based 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (pbTOEFL) to assess 

student preparedness for post-Foundation coursework. A 

score of 350 is required to enter a Certificate-level program. 

This paper reports an analysis of the reliability of this score 

and proposes alternatives to the use of the pbTOEFL for GFP 

exit assessment. 

Analysis of the reliability of pbTOEFL for College set-

tings 

The pbTOEFL is widely considered a reliable and valid lan-

guage assessment instrument; however, according to the 

designers of the pbTOEFL, scores at the bottom of the range 

are less reliable than those at the mid- to high-range (ETS, 

1997, p. 38). Indeed, a cumulative binomial distribution anal-

ysis shows there is a 53.2% chance that completely random 

responses by test takers will result in a score of 350 (or 

above) on the pbTOEFL (see Appendix). This analysis calls 

into serious question the suitability of the pbTOEFL for the 

assessment of College students. 

Discussion 

The use of such an unreliable measure to assess General 

Foundation Program outcomes cannot be considered con-

sistent with “good assessment practice” as described by the 

Oman academic standards for general foundation programs 

(OAC, n.d., p. 12). 

Suggestions 

The author submits the following suggestions for Ministry 

consideration. 

1.  Replace the pbTOEFL with an assessment framework 

developed by College lecturers. 

 In close collaboration with post-Foundation lecturers 

from each Faculty, exit testing and assessment more suit-

able and appropriate for College purposes may be de-

vised. Such a framework should be designed in accord-

ance with the needs of students, lecturers, institutions and 

governments. 

2.  Switch from the pbTOEFL to TOEFL iBT. 

 The Internet-based TOEFL would provide far more accu-

rate scores for lower levels of language proficiency. 

3.  Replace the pbTOEFL with a test with greater reliability 

for low-level language users. 

 A considerable number of tests are available. The Minis-

try may examine these for suitability and practicality. 

4.  Raise the pbTOEFL „pass‟ score. 

 A higher score would provide greater reliability. 

 

By Mr. Jason Thomas 
Lecturer 

where: 

 x: The number of successes that result from the binomi-

al experiment; 

 n: The number of trials in the binomial experiment; 

 p: The probability of success on an individual trial; 

 F(x; n, p): Binomial probability - the probability that an 

n-trial binomial experiment results in exactly x suc-

cesses, when the probability of success on an individu-

al trial is p; and 

 [x] is the "floor" under x, i.e. the greatest integer less 

than or equal to x. 

If we use x = 35, n = 140 for total number of test items and p 

= 0.25 (1 in 4 chance for each multiple choice test item), we 

find a cumulative probability of 0.532. Thus, there is ap-

proximately a 53% probability that completely random 

responses over the entire test will result in a score of 350 

(or above). 

_______________________________________________________ 

Note: The probability that a score of 389 (the minimum 

score required to pursue Diploma-level coursework) is the 

result of random responses is 24.4%. 

Document History 

1. Submission 

This paper was submitted for consideration to the TOEFL Coordinator at the 

Ibra College of Technology on January 17th, 2011. 
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Appendix: Analysis of pbTOEFL score of 350 

ETS and its agents do not release conversion tables for 

changing raw scores into scaled scores; however, the scale 

used to convert test scores is proportional and may be ap-

proximated. A score of 350 is assumed to require 35 correct 

responses out of a total 140 test items. 

To find the probability that this is due to chance, the binomi-

al cumulative distribution function may be used: 
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I 
 felt like an astronaut exploring a newly 

discovered planet teeming with new, 

alien life.  I was only a couple of meters 

under the surface, where I had been dozens 

of times before, the difference was this time 

I didn‟t need to return to the surface to get 

my next breath; I could stay and breathe 

using this strange equipment which was 

supplying me with oxygen. It was the first 

ocean dive of my Open Water course. I was 

hooked. 

That was in Muscat in 2006. Since then I‟ve 

spent over 200 hours under the sea, most of 

them in Oman. I had been fascinated by 

Scuba diving since I was young but always 

thought that it would be too difficult and 

expensive for me to do. I was wrong.  

Gliding silently through the water is such a 

relaxing feeling where the only sound is 

your breathing and your only means of com-

munication is your hands. The sensation of 

weightlessness confirms that you have in 

fact entered a new world.  

Diving in Oman is fantastic. Included in the 

countless surprises awaiting you in this new 

world are tons of spectacular coral, an abun-

dance of turtles, hundreds of species of fish 

and a beautiful Royal Navy shipwreck. 

Hope to see you down there some time. . .  

 
By Mr. Dan McEvoy 

Lecturer 

Experience a new world . . .  

Underwater  

ELC Teachers interacting with the Cutting Edge Author 
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Studying abroad  

G 
oing to America was not an easy decision to make, 

but my desire to learn and experience another 

country motivated me to go. It turned to be the most 

wonderful experience I have ever had. I developed myself 

as a learner and as a person.  

I believe that there is no better and more effective way to 

learn a language than to be immersed in a culture that 

speaks the language you are learning. I studied in Sultan 

Qaboos University for five years to be an English teacher 

and I was taught by excellent teachers. My English was not 

that good because I did not have enough exposure to the 

language. However, staying in America for only two years 

had a great impact on my language.  I felt that my language 

has improved a lot. I was surrounded by the language on a 

daily basis and was seeing and hearing it in the proper cul-

tural context.  

Being immersed in an entirely new cultural setting is scary at 

first, but it is also exciting. It is an opportunity to discover 

new strengths and abilities, conquer new challenges, and 

solve new problems. Studying in America helped me discov-

er many things about myself. For example, when I was in 

Oman, my father used to do grocery shopping, paying elec-

tricity and water bills but when I was in America, I had to do 

all these myself. Sometimes my apartment needed mainte-

nance and I needed to go to the renting office and tell them 

to come and fix things. Most of the time, they did not come. 

Then, the argument started and I found myself threatening  

to sue them. I could not imagine myself doing this but I 

learned that I should fight for my right.   During my stay in 

America, I encountered situations that are wholly  

unfamiliar to me and learnt to adapt and respond in effective 

ways. 

Travelling to America allowed me to know other cultures.  I 

discovered that cultural differences are more than just differ-

ences in language, food, appearances, and personal habits. 

A person's culture reflects very deep perceptions, beliefs, 

and values that influence his or her way of life and the way 

that s/he views the world. I have closely experienced Ameri-

can, Japanese, Italian, Georgian, Thai, Malay, Finish, Turk-

ish, Chinese and African culture because of my friends, 

teachers and roommates. However, I do not think that one is 

superior to the other. They are all wonderful and beautiful 

and I have realized that there is a thing like "world etiquette" 

and "world culture." Sometimes my friends and I interpret 

things differently because of our distinct cultures, but there 

is also a culture that we all share. For example, we know that 

we all want people to love each other, and we know that we 

are all sisters and brothers. I think my friends and I have 

proved that peace can come to people, although it is not 

easy. 

I would like to go back to America for my PhD and continue 

learning about the world. However, I would also like to be 

with my family and continue learning many valuable life les-

sons from them. They made me who I am because of their 

trust and encouragement. Sincere THANK YOU to them!!! 

By Ms. Thurayya  Khalifa Salem Al-Riyami 
Lecturer 

ELC Participating in ICT 40th national Day Celebrations 
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              S   T   U   D   E   N   T   S   

Before I sleep every night I ask myself several questions: 

What did I do today? 

Did I wrong myself or anyone I saw? 

Did I help an old man who doesn‟t know his way? 

Did I visit someone sick? 

Did I learn from what I did in the past or not? 

Did…Did…Did? 

If my answers are “No”, I will think how I might change 

them in the future, 

But if my answer is “Yes”, I will think how I could improve 

them. 

Be responsible 

before 

 you ask others to be responsible 

O 
ne day I heard from my 

uncle an interesting but 

sad story. He said “40 

years ago we couldn‟t get food 

or work easily. Everyday we 

went from the house at 5:00 in 

the morning to find job. Some-

times we cut the sticks and col-

lected them, and then we took 

that to sell in the suq. Another 

day we took our goats and sheep 

to our Sheik. He gave us some 

money”. I asked him, “How did 

you feel about life at that time?” 

He said “actually it was so diffi-

cult but we were so happy be-

cause we were working togeth-

er, my family and me, hand in 

hand”. Also, I asked him one 

important question, “How do you 

feel now about Sultan Qaboos‟ 

Rule?” Really he cried. He said, 

“I can‟t describe my feelings 

now. Sultan Qaboos gave us life 

and told us not to feel tired, hun-

gry, sad and afraid about tomor-

row”. Also, I asked him, “If you 

see Sultan Qaboos now, what you 

will tell him?” he answered, “I 

will say thank you very much and 

I hope Allah gives you a happy 

and long life…” 

Our life before and after  

Sultan Qaboos’ Rule 

Co-Education 

N 
o body in this world can live with out learning. Edu-

cation is the most important thing in our life. In the 

whole world there are different ways of getting  

education. 

Education is available everywhere in our country and there 

are some organizations for education like schools, colleges 

and universities. Schools are divided into two types, one for 

boys and other for girls. Also, colleges are divided into two 

types but the colleges which indicates co-education are the 

most available in Oman. 

Co-education has many advantages. One advantage of co-

education is the students can deal with different kinds of 

people. Also, it gives the students more experience in deal-

ing with each other. Moreover, co-education teaches the 

girls and boys how to improve their ability when they start 

their work out- side in different places. In addition, students 

will be more active in their education and their work after 

graduating.  

The disadvantage of co-education especially in my country 

is some thing strange and the people can‟t accept it clearly 

without doing bad things. For example: boys and girls study 

in separate schools but at the college they start new things 

that they don‟t have any experience of. So, they will be im-

polite when dealing with each other. Also, no one can do 

what he or she wants without some stupid comments. 

In my opinion, co-education is good for boys and girls but it 

has its limitations. I think that the boys should keep away 

from the girls and girls as well should keep away from boys 

so that each one can do their work and improve their educa-

tion. Moreover, co-education will give them the ability to 

improve their ability to deal with any problems. 

To sum up, co-education is one of the most important sub-

jects that need to be improved. We should deal with its ad-

vantages and disadvantages to make it easy and so the stu-

dents will respect each other.  

By Mr. Nasser Mohammed Shafi AL-Azri 

O : One is Optimistic 

M : Messenger is Modest and Nice 

A : All the people are Active 

N : No one is not Nice 

Oman is the source of Love. 

I say this not because it is my country, but whoever visits 

Oman says like this. 

We thank our God every time because we in our country 

are close to keeping our nation strong.  

Oman 
By Ms. Habeeba Abdullah Al-Saadi 

By Ms. Habeeba Abdullah Al-Saadi 

By Ms. Habeeba Abdullah Al-Saadi 
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The Camels in the Bedouin life  

I 
n Bedouin life, the camel is the most important part. The 

camel or the ship of the desert has high value in our 

traditions. In our life as Bedouin, we consider the camels 

as a process of breathing. The most life matters depend on 

the camel in our society. Here I want to state about much 

important information about the camel and its role in Bedouin 

life.  

In fact, the kinds of camels differ according to their age. In 

addition, the terms of camels differ from one society to 

another society. They have camels only to be kept in the 

home or in specific place and they call this type of camel as 

Tnafa. This kind of camels have long age and people can sell 

them by median value. Also in this category, we can add the 

camels with short age which don't have good features for the 

racing or selling. Another type of camels is the camels that 

are suitable for racing. This is the most important category to 

the Bedouin because from this type of camels they can get 

their bread or living. The racing is a big festival that brings 

many people to participate their camels in this racing. In our 

societies, each Wilayat has its own racing festival, except the 

festivals that are arranged by the government. Here all the 

citizens can participate but in the Wilayat racing, the 

participant should be only from that Wilayat. However, in 

these kinds of racing, there are many types of camels 

according to their age and the rounds. For example, AL-

Hajaiej - aged less than three years which is scheduled to 

compete for four rounds. After that, Lagaia - aged three to 

four, scheduled to compete for four rounds. Then, Yadaa - 

camels aged four to five years are scheduled to compete for 

one round. Thanaia - six years are scheduled to compete for 

one round. Then, Hawl - six years and upwards are 

scheduled to compete for one round. Gadaan -  young male 

camels from three years of age are scheduled to compete for 

one round. 

Another point about this kind of racing that is, it may continue 

for two days or more than two days depending on the 

number of the participants. In each camel racing there is a 

special committee to arrange all the processes. The most 

important thing that I want my reader to know is that the 

camel which wins the racing will have a big prize may be a 

car, a golden sword dagger or money. Also, if the showing of 

the camel is perfect, many people will run to buy it with huge 

value approximately from 10,000- 10, 00,000 R.O. 

In addition to the racing I want to state about the environment 

that the people must keep the good camel in it. They assign 

specific location with good weather away from the houses. 

They have to take care about the perfect camel and give it 

special food for example, Omani bread and honey. 

As you can see, in Bedouin life the camels have big value. 

The categories of the camels differ according to their age and 

performance. The camel is really as life to the Bedouin. They 

consider the camels as part of family. It is grace from Allah 

and we ask Allah to protect it.  

By Ms. Al-Ghaliya Musallam Salim Al-Ghfaili 

M 
ost people in their life have many traditions and 

culture which they don't want to change. Mar-

riage is one of the Omani traditions. If any man 

wants to get married, they must go with his family to the 

woman‟s family. Then they introduce themselves and tell 

them they have come to ask their daughter‟s hand for their 

son. If the woman and her family agree, then the man‟s 

family gives money to the woman‟s family to buy jewellery 

and dresses. Some families like to have the wedding at 

home and others at the hotel. I like the wedding at home 

very much because it is more traditional. The bride-

groom‟s family starts to make design for all home mem-

bers. Then they start to meet the people from different 

towns and villages. Next they offer coffee, fruits and Omani 

halwa. After that they give delicious dinner which contains 

rice and fresh meat. Then all people start to sing Omani 

song with drum. Also, they dance using fantastic move-

ment. Some people like other music so after they finish 

Omani music, they start scorer music. Some women dance. 

When all these things finish, each person sits down be-

cause the bride is coming. Some girls walk with her at dif-

ferent space and each one holds some things. For exam-

ple: the boys hold a gun in hand and dance. In addition 

girls walk with her holding flowers and shoot the flowers at 

all people. The bride sits on the chair and other girls stand 

beside her and take some photos with her. May be after 

one hour the women stop dancing because the bride-

groom comes with his family. He sits next to the bride on 

the chair and reads alhamed. In our tradition the women sit 

and they don‟t dance because the bridegroom enters the 

wedding hall. But the men enter the wedding hall dancing. 

Finally the wedding finishes may be at 1.00 o‟clock. The 

bridegroom goes home with his bride by car and all their 

family go after them. When they arrive home, the bride-

groom and his bride enter their home and the family re-

turns to their respective homes. This is one of beautiful 

pictures of our traditional wedding. 

Traditional Wedding 

Students 
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Once upon a time there was a bunch of tiny frogs.... 

who arranged a running competition 

The goal was to reach the top of a very high tower 

A big crowd had gathered around the tower to see the 

race and cheer on the contestants 

Thought for the Day 

FROGS 

The race began 

Honestly 

No one in crowd really believed that the tiny frogs 

would reach the top of the tower 

You heard statements such as 

"!!Oh, WAY too difficult"  

"They will NEVER make it to the top"  

or : 

Not a chance that they will succeed 

the tower is too high 

The tiny frogs began collapsing. One by one 

Except for those, who in a fresh tempo, were climbing 

higher and higher 

The crowd continued to yell, "It is too "difficult!!! No 

one will make it 

More tiny frogs got tired and gave up 

But ONE continued higher and higher and higher 

This one wouldn't give up! 

At the end everyone else had given up climbing the 

tower. Except for the one tiny frog who, after a big 

effort, was the only one who reached the top 

THEN all of the other tiny frogs naturally wanted to 

know how this one frog managed to do it 

A contestant asked the tiny frog how he had found the 

strength to succeed and reach the goal 

It turned out 

 That the winner was DEAF!!! 

The wisdom of this story is: 

Never listen to other people's tendencies to be negative 

or pessimistic 

because they take your most wonderful dreams and 

wishes away from you -- the ones you have in your 

heart!  

Always think of the power words have 

Because everything you hear and read will affect your 

actions 

Therefore: 

ALWAYS be 

POSITIVE 

And above all 

Be DEAF when people tell 

YOU that you cannot fulfill your dreams! 

Always think: 

I can do this! 

Eagle Tale  

This is an Arabic short story which I translated to English 

and I hope you will like it ….It is a very useful story. 

By Ms. Hanan Nasser AL-Uraimi  

I 
t is said that an eagle had been living in one of the 

mountains and set its nest on top of a tree, and the eagle 

had layed 4 eggs. Then an earthquake  shook the 

ground and an egg  fell  from the Eagle's Nest and rolled to a 

henhouse, and the chickens thought  that they must protect 

and take care of this eagle‟s egg. A large elderly chicken 

had volunteered to take care of the egg till it hatched. In one 

day the egg hatched and left a small eagle which was beauti-

ful, but this eagle began to grow up with those chicken, and 

it became known that it is only a chicken. One day as he was 

playing in the yard, chicken coop saw a group of vultures 

circling high in the sky. He wished that if he were an eagle 

he could fly as high as those vultures, but was met with 

smiles of chicken ridiculing him, saying: You‟re only a 

chicken you will not be able to fly high, such as eagles. He 

then stopped the eagle‟s dream of flying high. The pain of 

despair didn‟t die after living a long life as a chicken. 

That if you leaned to the negative Aqek become prisoners of 

war according to your belief. If you're an eagle and dream to 

fly high in the sky of success, continue your dreams; do not 

listen to the words of chicken (Alkhazlin ambition of those 

around you!), You‟ll have capacity and energy to achieve 

this Mtoagdtin after you have the will of God Almighty. Your 

view of yourself and personal ambition are the ones that 

determine the success on your failure! Therefore, refine 

yourself, and raise your respect and your outlook for your-

self is the way to your success, accompanied by strengthen-

ing your determination. 

"God does not change the condition of a people until they 

change it themselves". 

L 
ong time ago, there was an old woman. She was 

terrible and ugly. No body liked to go near her 

house. All children were afraid when they saw this 

ugly woman. They hid when they saw her. 

One day she was out for shopping in the supermarket. The 

children were playing football near the old woman‟s 

house. When she came back home, she was carrying many 

things in her hand. The things which carried in her hand 

dropped, so she tried to pick up her things. She forgot the 

candy box. She returned home. After that, a young boy, 

jack, came to the old woman‟s house and rang the bell. He 

was carrying the candy box. The old woman shouted and 

said: “what do you want?” Jack said: this is yours, you for-

got to pickup from the ground. The old woman said: “Oh, 

dear, I am very sorry. I hope you, forgive me. You are very 

kind and nice boy.” Jack said: thanks mama, god blesses 

you. Finally, he told his friends about the kindness of the 

old woman. All of them felt very sad because they misun-

derstood her. The children went to the old woman's house 

and asked her to forgive them. The old woman said, “you 

are my sons and I love you, don't worry, I will forgive you. 

And this candy box is for you too!” 

The Old Woman 
By Ms. Abha Rajab Al-Mukhaini  

Students 
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M 
y great grandfather was very strong. He was 

brave. He had a fast and strong camel. It was 

called “Kadsha”. This camel loved him. One day 

my great grandfather got a fright. When he was walking in 

the middle of the desert at night with his camel, he saw a 

group of thieves in the mountains. They wanted to steal the 

camel, so my great grandfather took his gun and talked to 

his camel, “Please Kadsha, go quickly”. His camel under-

stood what he was saying, so it ran away fast. After that my 

great grandfather and his camel went home safely. 

“A brave man” 
By Ms. Wasayef Al-Waheibi 

I 
 am so glad to write about 

the most popular rock 

music star of the United 

States, that is, Michael Jack-

son. Michael Jackson is one of 

my great singers. He was 

born in1959 in the west of 

California. He is an African 

American singer. He started 

to sing when he was a child at 

1986 with his brothers at a 

comedy TV programme show. 

After that, he also sang with them at 1989. At 1990, he start-

ed to sing along and his uncle was writing his songs. Then, 

he started to become one of the popular singers. His music 

started to go out of the United States and he became the 

king of rock music. He also became a very rich man and 

started to help homeless children and pay lots of money 

for their keepers. Michael Jackson died in November 2009 

for mysterious reasons. And the U.S. police is still investi-

gating his death. 

Michael Jackson 
By Mr. Said Salim Saif Al-Maharbi 

O freedom 

How many crimes are done for you? 

How many innocents are wrung in your oppression? 

How many mothers suffer the sorrow of mourning? 

O freedom 

Must we gnaw our fingers for you? 

Cut our hearts at your cost? 

Or, butcher children for your satisfaction? 

O freedom 

From where will you come? 

From martyr‟s blood? 

From the gouged eye‟s of children? 

From the helpless hearts and livers? 

From where will you come? 

Our souls are sold for you. 

Our lands sold for you. 

So, 

When will you come? 

Freedom 
By Ms. Nasra Mohammad 

I 
n the past there was a house. In this house there lived a 

man with his wife. On one day, a dog came to his house, 

the man and the woman said “What is this?”. The dog 

was a female dog and it was hungry and thirsty. The man and 

his wife were taking care of the dog and they loved her. The 

dog lived with the family for many years. 

On one day, the man came to the house and told his wife 

about something that happened in another area. Suddenly, 

the dog disappeared and they didn‟t know where the dog 

went. 

After two months, the man went to the area that he talked 

about to his wife. When he walked he found women behind 

the wadi.  Suddenly one of the women came to the man and 

talked to him. He didn‟t know the woman, but the woman 

knew the man. She took him to her house and the man asked 

the woman, “who are you?” the woman answered, “I was 

your dog and you took care of me and today I want to repay 

your work by going with you.” The man got scared and he 

ran away from her house.  

The dog  
By Ms. Naeema Al –Harthi  

Ibra town is one of north Al-Sharqia towns. It is 180Km far 

from Muscat and its area is around 1647 Kmv. Ibra consists 

of many small villages and one of the most famous village is 

called Al-Menzifha. This village is regarded as the oldest 

village in Ibra. AL-Menzifha village is located in south west 

of Ibra and it belongs to Al-Safalah area. In Al-Menzifha 

village, there are many old houses which were built in old 

style way. Those houses were built by stones and mud from 

hundreds years and they remain until now. Nowadays, this 

village is regarded as a tourist station in Ibra. Also, there 

are many projects to improve the area around that village. 

Actually, this village talks about itself about its great histo-

ry and gives us a clear picture about how old people in that 

village were living. It‟s true that most of those houses and 

palaces in that village are almost destroyed, but even 

though, they look, so beautiful. However, the government 

have started the reconditioning to all old buildings in Al-

Menzifha village to save them from destruction.  

Note: Below, there are some photos of Al-Menzifha village. 

Al-Menzifha Village 
Compiled by Mr. Sami Hamed Al-Musalami                                           

Students 


