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The Great Leader 

His Majesty Qaboos Bin Said 

is the Sultan Of Oman. He is 

one of the most prominent 

leaders of the day. He devel-

oped Oman in a very short 

period of time. He dissemi-

nates  justice and security in 

his country. He developed 

the human resources and 

made use of environmental 

resources. His Majesty the 

Sultan is the head of the state 

and Chairman of the council 

of ministers in Oman. 

He was born on 18th  No-

vember 1940 in Salalah. He 

is the eighth Sultan of AL-

Busaid dynasty. He became 

the Sultan of Oman in 1970. 

He is the longest reigning 

leader among Arab rulers. 

In 1958, he completed his 

primary and secondary edu-

cation in Salalah. Then, his 

father sent him to Britain to 

continue his education. In 

1960 he joined the “Royal 

Military Academy Sand 

Hurst. He took a course in 

management and organiza-

tion of countries. When he 

returned to Oman he  con-

centrated his attention on 

studying more about the 

religion of Islam. He also 

studied about  the Civiliza-

tion of Oman throughout the 

ages.  

He pays attention to religion, 

literature, history, astronomy  

and environmental issues He 

supports many cultural pro-

jects. He also supports 

Qur’an memorization pro-

jects. He supports a study of 

the Silk Road project. He 

also shows  interest in the 

env i ronmenta l  i s sues 

through the creation of many 

natural reserves to protect 

animals from extinction.  He 

established an award for 

environmental protection 

acalled “The Sultan Qaboos 

prize for environmental pro-

tection“. It was established 

in 1989. His Majesty’s annual 

tours of the various regions 

and governorates of Oman 

emphasizes his attention to 

the demands of the people 

and their welfare. 

He has many talents that re-

flect his multifaceted person-

ality. He shows special skills 

in horse riding, a passion he 

started when he was just four 

years old, He is also very 

accomplished in shooting, 

astronomy and planetary 

(Con�nued on page 2) 

From the HoC 

It is indeed a pleasure to 

thank the ELC faculty and 

students for their support 

i n  b r i n g i n g  o u t 

Rendezvous (Vol 5. Issue 1).  

I  believe that  the 

informative contents and 

appeal ing  s ty le  o f 

Rendezvous will delight 

the readers and trigger 

their creativity.  My special 

thanks  t o  a l l  the 

contributors. We welcome 

more contributions and 

support from all of you.   

- Mr. Salim Saeed Salim 

Bani Orabah 

Dictionaries 

Slow You Down  

- Salim Saeed Salim Bani 

Orabah  

 

I 
f you have chosen 

the right, fairly 

easy, sort of book 

for your general reading 

practice, you will not need 

to use a dictionary for 

such as an exercise. If you 

really must know the 

dictionary meaning of all 

the words you come 

across (a  doubt ful 

necessity) note them 

down on a piece of paper 

to look up later. Actually, 

the meanings of many 

words will be clear from 

the sentences around 

them-what we call the 

‘context’. Here is an 

example. Do you know the 

word ‘sou’wester?’ It has 

two meanings in English, 

(Con�nued on page 8) 
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The Messenger of Islam 

Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) is the 

messenger of Islam. He is the last prophet of 

Islam. He was born in Mecca in 571 AD. His 

mother’s name was Amna and his father’s 

name was Abdulla Soon after his birth, his 

father died. His lost his mother  when he was 

only six years old . Then, he lived with his 

grandfather. When he was 8 years old, his 

grandfather also died. After his grandfather’s 

death, he lived with his  uncle. 

Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) had a calm 

nature. He lived in a poor family. He tried to 

help his uncle. He helped his uncle in raising 

sheep. When he was 12 years old he 

travelled with his uncle to the “Levant 

Country” for trade. There, they met a friar 

who had a very deep knowledge of  

“Gospel” He was charmed by the divine 

personality of Mohammed.  (Peace Be Upon 

Him). Then, he advised Mohammed’s (Peace 

Be Upon Him) uncle to go back to their 

country and warned him to be careful to 

guard his nephew from the “Jews” The friar 

told him that his nephew is destined to be a 

great personality. 

 Mohammed.  (Peace Be Upon Him) used to 

isolate himself in the Cave of Hira to ponder 

over the creations around him. He didn’t 

worship the idols like the other people in his 

community did. Day after day he went to the 

Cave and  one day the archangel Gibril 

recited the Qur’an to Mohammed (Peace Be 

Upon Him). He was very scared after their 

encounter. Then, he returned to his 

relatives . His relatives asked a wise person 

in their community about Mohammed (Peace 

Be Upon Him) and this person said that 

Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him). Would 

become the Prophet. 

 Prophet Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) 

started his call by inviting his relatives to the 

new “Faith” . Idolatry was widespread in the 

Arabian Peninsula. The Arabs in the pre-

Islamic era adhered to polytheism and idol 

worship. They worshipped many Gods other 

than Allah. Every region or city had a 

specific deity and idol. Also, many houses in  

the Arabian Peninsula had their own idols. 

He was given the title of the “The 

Trustworthy” because the people placed 

their trust on Mohammed  (Peace Be Upon 

Him) Khadija Bint  Khuwylid, a rich and 

aristocratic woman trader  heard about 

Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) and his 

good qualities . She asked him to take her 

goods and go to “Levant” for trade. He 

worked honestly for her and later married 

her.. He continued to invite the people of 

Quraysh to his faith, but the Quraish’s 

(Maccan’s) tried to persuade the prophet to 

give up his mission, but he didn’t listen to 

them. He fought against the Quraish. The 

Quraish’s tortured him. 

He travelled to “Yathrib” the old name of 

Madina  to ask the people to join the new 

faith. He built a mosque there. (Quba 

Mosque ) This mosque is the first mosque 

built in the Islamic era. As the prophet 

(Peace Be Upon Him) called everyone to 

accept  Islam, the nonbelievers began 

opposing him more vigorously. Then,  

prophet Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) 

had to show some miracles on demand. 

Among The first miracles was “The Holy 

Qur’an”. This is called a miracle because 

nobody can author or create something like 

this book because it is from Allah, revealed 

to the prophet Mohammed (Peace Be Upon 

Him) Prophet Mohammed then spread the 

Qur’an among the people. He also showed 

miracles like :Isra and Miraj [The Night 

Journey], Splitting of the moon, curing 

patients and healing people with disabilities. 

Prophet Mohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) 

showed great mercy in dealing with people. 

He had strong leadership qualities. He was a 

great teacher of the people. He was merciful 

not only to people but also to the smallest of 

animals. He also showed great respect to the 

elderly and kindness to children. He was 

also a very generous man . 

He took part in many battles like : the battle 

of Badr, Uhud, Mu’tah and many other 

campaigns for Islam. He died when he was 

only 63 years old as a result of a poison 

administered to him by a Jewish woman. 

- Rahma Ahmad Saif AL-Harthi 

observation. He is also an 

avid reader “He is interest-

ed in hiking and often goes 

for long walks. He often 

advices his followers about 

the benefits of walking for 

the mind and the body. 

His Majesty the Sultan is 

keen on maintaining peace 

both inside and outside the 

country. He believes that 

peace can be achieved 

through the mutual respect 

between people and cul-

tures.  

He has won many prestig-

ious awards such as:” The 

International Peace Award”,  

“Jawaharlal Nehru Award 

for International Under-

standing’’ and “Award from 

International Society of Rus-

sia”. 

People all over the world 

like the personality of His 

Majesty and they praise his 

efforts to spread peace 

around the world. Great 

leaders like Fahd Bin Ab-

dulaziz acclaim his contri-

butions in bringing stability 

and security to Oman and 

his efforts to achieve world 

peace. Sheikh Zayed Bin 

Sultan expressed, his love 

and appreciation for pro-

moting friendly and broth-

erly relationship between 

Oman and the UAE. Many 

world leaders like Hosni 

Mubarak, Yaaser Arafat and 

Bill Clinton also have 

praised his contributions to 

Oman and the world at 

large. 

Reference:  

h t t p : / /www .q a t a r u . c om/vb /

showthread.php?t=33127  

http://www.omanet.om/Arabic/

hmsq/hmsq3.asp?cat=hmsq  

(The Great Leader - Con�nued from 

page 1) 
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My Dream  

- Hamida Adaim Said AL-Sadairi 

I hope to get a gift 

I wish to have the best 

I dream with peace in east 

I want and I want a lot 

but when and how to make it! 

what we wish today, 

will be true one day 

just close your eye 

say ’I wish and fly 

where there is no lie 

no tears, no cry 

where your dreams become true‘ 

where I can be success as a hero 

I promise you my dreams 

you will become a truth 

it will not be a big issue 

if I will work hard to get you! 

draw your dreams in small picture 

and complete it with beautiful colors 

but remember, 

in the real world not on a paper 

then your smile will be greater 

and again your dreams will be bigger 

oh! and you will work harder 

but this is life; 

sometime salt 

sometime sugar 

my dreams! be sure 

one day, you will be true! 

The Devil's Triangle 

Bermuda Triangle or Devil's Triangle.is a geographical area 

in the form of a triangle.  in the north Atlantic Ocean between 

Bermuda  Alba Islands and Florida. The Bermuda Triangle is 

not small. In fact, it's quite large and it covers a huge area of 

the sea. It's named Bermuda because it also covers the 

Bermuda Islands, a group of about 300 islands. The capital 

city is Hamilton. Bermuda Triangle is an unsolved mystery of 

the modern age. It's famous place because there are many 

unanswered questions  about the mysterious nature of it. It is 

said that hundreds of people, boats, ships and planes have 

disappeared mysteriously inside this triangle, However it is 

only a legend. Many rumours were proved completely 

wrong after careful studies. Most of the stories were fabricat-

ed and faked.  The first person to report about Bermuda 

Triangle was Christopher Columbus. When he was on a trip 

inside the triangle, his compass stopped working. The 

people became much frightened because of stories which 

had happened there. However, some of these stories are just 

fiction. One of the most famous mishap happened there in 

1918 during The Second World War. In January, L.U.S.S 

Saiklop Ship  planned to sail from Brazil and when it arrived 

in Devil's Triangle, it was lost. In addition, in 1809, Henry 

Rever  with 7 of his friends,  was lost with the ship in that 

area.  This event was repeated in 1914 when the US Navy 

Ship led by Joniston Blayki  was lost. Lots of people went 

missing in serious situations in Bermuda Triangle or Devil's 

Triangle after this. Moreover, in 1945 something happened 

to 5 planes and they were mysteriously lost. The US 

government sent another  plane to investigate the 

sensational event, but unfortunately that plane also was lost. 

Scientists have not been able to interpret this strange 

phenomenon. 

Countries  

- Ghaliya Ahmed AlFraji 

A country  is a piece of land  where people  live  together  

under  some law. Everyone loves his country. I love my 

country  too. Oman is my country. 

There are many countries in the world. Some  of these 

countries are  Islamic countries like the Gulf countries and 

others are not Islamic  countries like U.K , America  and 

France etc. 

- Ghaliya Ahmed AlFraji 
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My favourite country is Oman. Sultan Qaboos is the king. The 

Sultanate of Oman is an Arab country in the Gulf. Its capital , 

Muscat is very beautiful. Many tourists visit Oman to see 

places like Jalali castle an manner and suq Matrah. Suq 

Matrah is the biggest and the oldest suq in Oman. The Sultan 

Qaboos mosque  in Bowsher is the largest misque in Oman. 

People like to eat traditional food lide Alarsiah and AlHalwa 

Omani men wear dishdasha  and women wear Alabay 

Long live Sultan Qaboos, Long live Oman. 

Friendship  

- Suliaman Saud Al- Habsi 

I read in the books that a friend in need is a friend indeed. 

Now I am studying at a college. I meet many people but they 

are not my friends. 

They are good but I cannot share the secrets of my life with 

them. Friends are those who are always with you when you 

need them. They help you when you have a difficult time. 

They don’t want money to be our friends. You can trust them. 

Actually, I think trust is very important in good friendship.  

If you want to be a good friend, trust your friend. 

Important Animals Found in Mahout  

- Mohammed Hames Al-Junaibi  

My home is in Mahout. It is very beautiful. Mahout is on the 

coast. It is home to many animals. First, there are many 

camels. These camels are used for both food and racing. 

There are also  many beautiful gazelles, and even a few oryx.  

In the past, there were many oryx. However, some people 

hunted and killed these animals. There are also many rabbits 

in the desert. People hunt them. They are very delicious to 

eat! As we can see, animals are very important in Mahout.  

Making Friends in  

Ibra College of Technology  
-  Anas Malik saif Al-Musalhi 

My name is Anas and I'm a student at Ibra College of 

Technology. I want to be an engineer  in PDO in the future. I 

like watching movies on TV, travelling, reading and using 

Internet , but I don't like playing outdoor sports, cooking and 

writing e-mails. I have three friends.  Aseel and Mohammed 

are my friends since child hood and Marwan is a friend from 

my school. Aseel's surname is Al-Saifi. He is 18 years old. He 

lives in Ibra and he is a student at Ibra College of 

Technology. Aseel studies hard because he wants to be a 

good engineer. He likes listening to music, driving his car 

and watching TV shows. He doesn't like riding  bikes, 

playing football and dancing. Mohammed also lives in Ibra 

and studies at the same college. Both Marwan and 

Mohammed like travelling, reading and outdoor sports . Ibra 

College of Technology is a good place to make friends. I 

have nice friends here in my class .They are from different  

towns of Oman. We all like our student life in Ibra. I'm a good 

student and I have nice friends. I think Ibra College of 

Technology is a good place to make friends.     
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Shoot your imagination  

W 
hen I talk about imagination I don’t mean fun. I 

mean playing with your mind. What actually 

prevents us from shooting our imagination and 

flying into the horizon? My talk is not for those who shoot 

their imaginations. It is for those who simply mystify this 

question, who doesn’t have imaginative powers? Who can 

read something and is not able to imagine at least the 

answer? Thinking that his answer is insignificant will not 

increase or decrease anything from imagination. Anyone 

who withholds his smile prevents himself from living some 

imaginary moments that could lead him to another world 

because he doesn’t like to get the shock of imagination 

which, of course, is unreal. Why are there many people who 

don't like imagination? Ok, I would like to ask you why you 

do not want to imagine, laugh or smile- even if only by 

imagination. Your mind has the right to draw from beauty, or 

those ideas which come only when you are asleep. Think 

about your future deeply. I laugh at those who say we should 

let roses dream for, as children, we grew and tasted bitter 

facts . What are these facts? Let us reason together. [Painful 

fact and you at end are able to smile!.]  Which fact are you 

talking about? Imagine you wake up and find yourself fine 

with your family and friends around you! This is the fact we 

are talking about! You will smile at yourself, smile at your 

life, smile at your imagination, smile at your moments. Don't 

let anyone disturb your mind and make your day sad. Don't 

accept anyone who will make your day unhappy. Don't give 

a chance to anyone who will betray your imagination. 

Finally, I have one six-lettered word for you- ignore. Yeah, 

ignore all things that will disturb your day. Believe me 

nothing in life should give room in to sadness ? 

Creativity 

R 
eward bears great meaning! Yes it seems to be a 

small word but it has great meaning and for me it 

means life. Sometimes we need to sit with 

ourselves in a place which is free from people. We need to 

see, think about and admire Allah's creation. In such 

moments we may find ourselves asking how he made all that 

we see and so on. We look at the sky, the earth, mountains, 

sea, animals and birds and so on and from time to time we 

find ourselves wondering in different ways. We try to 

imagine something new, something different. This is 

creativity. It takes us to a world which is too far. But 

unfortunately, how many of us know its value? Allah gave 

everyone in the world something which is unique and 

different from others, but not everyone invests and uses it. 

Creators do not stay on, or feel completely satisfied about 

their created works. We notice them always alone, thinking, 

trying to create, to look at all things carefully and think of a 

completely new creation. Creative thinking produces new 

ideas which can help us to face all of life’s difficulties and try 

to solve our problems using new methods which amaze 

viewers and listeners. Actually, the value of things around us 

is not in their volume but in their creative nature. Creativity 

makes use of all your senses to make new things using the 

different ways at your disposal. This makes you see the 

world in a different way- a world full of happiness and hope.  

How to Learn 

T 
o get more knowledge and skills, you should know 

how to learn correctly. There are many ways that you 

can learn: 

1. Getting suitable books. 

You have to get suitable books which will help you acquire 

more knowledge and improve your skills.  These books have 

more examples which you can use to supplement what you 

have studied in your regular lessons. 

The teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself.  

- Asaad Masoud Said Al Sadi 

- Khulood Jumah Mohammed Al Sneidi - Khulood Jumah Mohammed Al Sneidi 
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2. Internet. 

Internet is the most popular 

r e f e r e n c e  n owada y s . 

Through it, you can search for 

information on any subjects/

topics quickly and easily. You 

can download free software, 

read e-books, use e-

dictionary, listen to or view 

educational audios and 

videos to help you in your 

studies. 

3. Friends. 

Good friends can help you 

understand lessons which are 

not clear to you. You can study together and discuss the 

tasks such as homework, projects, research work required 

by your teachers. However, friends may bring you up or 

drag you down, so be careful when you choose your friends. 

4. Asking questions. 

“You will never learn if you don’t ask.” Asking and 

researching about any problems that you face in your 

studies will open new things that you don’t know. The 

questions are like the keys and the problems are like the 

locks. You need to use the keys to open the locks. Similarly, 

you need to use the questions to solve the problems.  

hesitate to ask questions. “The question is half education.” 

Diseases  

- Al_Maha  Khamis Humaid Al-Mattani 

Nowadays, diseases have 

become a serious problem. 

In fact, a lot of people are 

exposed to disease. The 

disease can be caused by a 

virus or bacteria that enters 

into the human body. So the 

human body is exposed. 

There are two types of 

diseases. The first type, 

infectious diseases which are 

very dangerous because, 

they enter the human body 

and do not come out from the 

body easily. The types of 

diseases sometimes are 

cured with medicine. There 

are a lot of infectious 

diseases for example, AIDS, 

Scabies, Qenital Warts, 

Fever and Influenza. The 

second type, non-infectious 

diseases, these diseases are 

safe because the human 

body is not exposed. There 

are non-infectious diseases, 

like Constipation and 

Heartache. In fact, diseases remain as dangerous illnesses. 

So people should be cautious of diseases. Also, they should 

eat very well because the human body needs energy. 

Therefore, the immune system can work very well. To sum 

up, we should be careful and cautious because there are 

many contagious diseases that can infect us. Thanks to 

prudence and precaution we can avoid all the harmful 

diseases. 

Our Experience in Ibra College 

1) The students are helpful and they work 

together. 2) The teachers are good and they 

use various methods to teach students. 3) The 

college has several sections  like, education, 

entertainment, culture and sports. 4) It 

provides modern technology. 5) It has 

specialists who help the students to solve 

their problems. 

 

1) The students especially some of boys 

demonstrate bad behaviors, and do not 

respect some  teachers. 2) Some teachers 

don’t speak respectfully to the students. 3)  

Some teachers do not take care about their 

lectures and can be late for the lesson.  

My bedroom  
- Marwa Al Musllami  

M 
y bedroom is big but cozy. There are two 

windows, so my room is usually sunny and 

bright. I share my bedroom with my sister. We 

have a beautiful painting above the bed on the wall.  We 

have a very nice vase for flowers and our curtains are lovely. 

I have a desk for my laptop computer and I also do my 

homework at this desk. We also have a rug on the floor that 

looks really good. My bedroom colors are green and red 

and my room looks very beautiful. I love my bedroom and I 

enjoy spending time there. I hope everybody can have a 

nice bedroom like I have. 

- Ibtesam Nasser Humaid Al Sabqi, 

Ahoud Saud Said Al Hajri 
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punishments, execution of the people and there are only 3 

million members in 150 countries around the world . 

Freedom House Organization is a  non-profit American 

organization, funded by individuals or groups and the US 

government. Many people say that this organization is a 

suspicious organization because it does suspicious activities 

inside some Middle East countries, Russia and China. 

International Federation for Human Rights is in Paris. There 

are only 30 members but the power of this organization is 

supported by more than 164 organizations around the world. 

The last human rights organization is World Organization 

Against Torture, it is in Geneva, Switzerland and it  works 

against human torture. It has only 297 members to support it. 

The Human Rights Organizations role is to prevent human 

rights violation including physical and mental torture.  

Reference: http://ejabat.google.com/ejabat/b-thread?

tid=29e447bc0532cb72  

F 
rom the dawn of history the man has had a constant 

desire to conquer the wilderness that has 

surrounded him. Unfortunately, more and more 

people now days are looking at the wild lands integrated, 

as closely as possible, into the landscapes of office 

buildings, hotels, apartments and shopping centers. 

Therefore, there have remained very few untouched and 

pristine places in the world. One of them is the Tatra 

National Park in Poland, which I had a pleasure to visit in 

the Summer of 2011.  

There are 23 national parks in Poland, which occupy a total 

of about 1 % of the entire country. One of the most 

important of them is Tatra National Park, which is located in 

the southern part of Poland, 100 km from Krakow – former 

capital city of Poland. It’s the most popular national park in 

Poland with outstanding mountain landscape views. 

Although it was established as the national park by the 

Polish Government on October 30th of 1954, parts of this 

area were protected as early as the end of the nineteenth 

century. Tatra National Park is enclosed by the Tatra 

Mountains, which are part of the Carpathian Mountains that 

range throughout Central and Eastern Europe from 

Germany, through Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Romania to the west parts of Ukraine. 

More than 270 km of hiking trails of different complexity 

can be found in Tatra National Park: from very moderate to 

requiring considerable climbing skills and equipment.  

The highest peak is Rysy at 2499 metres above the sea 

level. The required tourist attractions in the Tatra National 

Park consist of: a cableway ride to Kasprowy Wierch, walk 

to Morskie Oko and Czarny Staw, and - especially in the 

spring time - the trip to the Kościeliska Valley. 

The geological structure of this region is typical of the 

mountains of the Alpine range. This consists of mountain 

caves, rugged peaks and numerous glacial lakes. Tatra 

Mountains are characterized by its climate and the large 

differences in altitude, which in some places reaches up to 

over 1600 meters. Interestingly, in Tatra National Park, 

there are about 650 caves. The longest and deepest cave 

system is the Great Snow. The length of the corridors is 22 

km and its depth is 814 meters. Another attraction of Tatra 

National Park is its number of glacial lakes with an 

unbelievable transparency of water. The largest is the Sea 

Eye (50.8 m deep) and Great Polish Pond (79.8 m deep.) 

There are also waterfalls: the Great Waterfall (70 m) and 

much smaller, but very picturesque - Wodogrzmoty 

Mickiewicza. 

Additionally, tourists can enjoy many rare species of 

animals and plants in Tatra National Park. Its animal world 

is extremely unique as for the highly industrially effected 

European environment. Tourists can find there chamois 

(found in the logo of Tatra National Park), marmot, roe 

deer, lynx, ermine, weasel, brown bear, and extremely 

endangered, white and golden eagles. It is important to 

note that the chamois and marmots are under the protection 

from the nineteenth century. Just as the fauna, equally 

(Con�nued on page 8) 

Tatra National Park  

- an embodiment of beauty in Poland  
- Maria A. Podraza 
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as the following sentences indicate:  

(A)  In spite of the fact that the fishermen were wearing 

‘sou’westers, the storm was so heavy they were wet 

through.  

(B)  An east or north-east wind brings cold, dry weather to 

some countries, but a ‘sou’wester usually brings rain.  

You should have guessed very easily that in sentence (a) the 

word ‘sou’wester refers to some kind of waterproof clothing, 

presumably quite thick and heavy since it is worn by 

fishermen in storms. In sentence (b) it is clearly a kind of 

wind, coming from a south-westerly direction. Incidentally, 

you would have had the greatest difficulty in finding this 

word in most dictionaries since it often appears a long way 

down among the secondary meanings of south. If you did not 

know that ‘sou’ meant south in the first place you could only 

have found the word by the merest chance.  

Pay attention to paragraph structure  

Most paragraphs have a ‘topic’ sentence which expresses 

the central idea. The remaining sentences expand or support 

that idea. It has been estimated between 60% and 90% of all 

paragraphs in English have the topic sentence first. Always 

pay special attention to the first sentence of paragraph; it is 

most likely to give you the main idea.  

Sometimes, though, the first sentence in the paragraph does 

not have the feel of a ‘main idea’ sentence. It does not seem 

to give us enough new information to justify a paragraph. 

The next most likely place to look for topic sentence is the 

last sentence of the paragraph. Take this paragraph for 

example:  

Some students prefer a strict teacher who tells them exactly 

what to do. Others prefer to be left to work on their own. Still 

others like a democratic discussion type of class. No one 

teaching method can be devised to satisfy all students at the 

same time.  

Remember that the opening and closing paragraphs of a 

passage or chapter are particularly important. The opening 

paragraph suggests the general direction and content of the 

text, while the closing paragraph often summarizes what has 

been said.  

(Dic�onaries Slow You Down  ...Con�nued from page 1) 

The Blood Game  

Blood game is the war between different countries around 

the world. It is not some new game played, but it started 

many years ago. The politicians established this game and 

soldiers started to play this game, but what is the cause of 

this game? Who will be aggrieved? Who is responsible for 

this game? 

Many countries prefer this type of game because they want 

to dominate and control other countries. They will try to 

build colonies in other countries. Then, they start to kill 

people and destroy the country’s system. Absence of peace 

is one result of this game. Finally, blood of people will be 

shed for ever . 

Some countries want to become very rich and famous. These 

countries will think and try to occupy other countries. These 

countries will use different methods to occupy like: political 

strife and extortion. 

Many countries occupy other countries because they want  

to expand their boundaries by stealing other  people’s area. 

After occupying the country, the occupiers start to build 

their colonies in those areas. They start to establish their 

activities like: killing people, especially the youth because 

youth protects their area and they prevent the occupiers 

from stealing their areas. After killing the young people, the 

occupiers set fire to bookstores and libraries because they 

want to stop the development and scientific progress in the 

country. They teach people especially children in these 

countries different sciences and they use different ways to 

encourage the children to forget their culture, tradition and 

they build a new civilization.  

They are a lot of countries stolen and destroyed by other 

countries by means of stealing their lands, installing 

resources and destroying civilization and cultures .Examples 

of occupied state are Iraq , Palestine , Syria , Cuba , and 

Pakistan. 

What is the role of human rights organization ? I will mention 

only five examples of human rights organization because 

there are many human right organizations there are :Human 

Rights Watch there are only 280 members around the world. 

The aim of Amnesty International is to prevent viable 

- Rahma Ahmad Saif AL-Harthi.  

significant is the flora of Tatra National Park. There are, 

among others, saxifrage and Tatra fescue, sasanka and 

stokrotka. Some of these plants are highly endangered. As 

for the trees, it is worthy observing: spruces, Swiss pines, 

beeches, larches and maples. 

In the area surrounding of Tatra National Park tourists will 

find a good quality of accommodation, well-organized road 

system and skiing infrastructure as well as delicious Polish 

food. However, when planning any activity in Tatra National 

Park you should keep in mind that this is a dangerous place 

where nature can be often unpredictable.  

Reference: http://en.poland.gov.pl/National,Parks,8306.html 
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A "Lexophile" is a term for people who have a 

love for words and apt phrases, such as "you 

can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish", or "to 

write with a broken pencil is pointless." 

A competition to see who can come up with the 

best lexophile phrases is held every year in an 

undisclosed location. This year's winning 

submission is posted at the very end. 

... When fish are in schools they sometimes 

take debate. 

.. A thief who stole a calendar got twelve 

months. 

.. When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 

.. The batteries were given out free of charge. 

.. A dentist and a manicurist married. They 

fought tooth and nail. 

.. A will is a dead giveaway. 

.. With her marriage she got a new name and a 

dress. 

.. A boiled egg is hard to beat. 

.. When you've seen one shopping center 

you've seen a mall. 

.. Police were summoned to a daycare center 

where a three-year-old was resisting a rest. 

.. Did you hear about the fellow whose entire 

left side was cut off? He's all right now. 

.. A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired. 

.. When a clock is hungry it goes back four 

seconds. 

..The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine 

is now fully recovered. 

.. He had a photographic memory which was 

never developed. 

.. When she saw her first strands of grey hair 

she thought she'd dye. 

.. Acupuncture is a job well done. That's the 

point of it. 

And the winner is: 

“.. Those who get too big for their pants will be 

totally exposed in the end.” 

ICT, My new world 
- Huda Hashim Mohammad Al-Rasbi 

I was tense and worried about my future college life when 

I passed out my school. I felt happy when I decided to join 

Ibra College of Technology. When I entered the college, I 

was in a different world. 

Today when I am a student of this college, I find out that it 

is a world in its own self. I see new people from all 

regions of Oman. Apart from Omani teachers, I also see 

teachers from different parts of the world. We have 

teachers from India, Philippines, Pakistan, America, 

Ukraine, Jordan and many other countries of the world. 

Students study in different disciplines such as Information 

Technology, Engineering and Business Management. My 

specialization is Information Technology. I think my 

specialization has a good future. Initially I took a test to 

determine the Level in which I would be taken. The test 

generally determines the students’ level of practical 

skills. I am studying in Level 2 of the Foundation Course. 

In this level we study Math, English Grammar, English 

Writing, English Reading, English Listening and 

Speaking. The study is a bit difficult but on the whole 

interesting and easy. 

Finally, I believe that Ibra College of Technology will 

make all our students, realize their capabilities and will 

prepare them for a bright future. I hope our college helps 

the students to lead a satisfied and happy life. 
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A Narrow Escape  
- Miss. Al-Zahra Abdullah Al-Touqi  

O 
ne day, I planned to travel to Paris on some business. 

My flight was at 9:15 a.m., so I had to get up early. But 

the next day I was feeling sleepy in my bed, and 

when I woke up I realized that I was late. Anyway, I got 

dressed up quickly and I had breakfast with my family. While 

having meals,  I spilt some coffee onto my documents, all 

over them! It was exactly from that time, that many other 

problems started to happen. I went out to get my car, but 

unfortunately, I found out that I had a flat tire, so I took a taxi. 

Still, out of bad luck I had to wait for 2 hours to go to the 

airport, because of the heavy traffic jam. Finally, after 2 hours 

I arrived at the airport late, and the flight had already left. So, 

in much despair, I went back home feeling sad, angry, upset 

and worried, because I missed the meeting I was supposed 

to go to. Later, I was amazed to watch on the news that the 

09:15 flight I was supposed to take had fell in the sea, due to 

technical problems. But luckily there were not many serious 

injuries to the people, but I still knew that I was so lucky not 

to be on that flight. It  was really a narrow escape. 

The Mother 
- Somaih al-habsi 

T 
he family is an important institution in our life. I live 

with a big family: mother, father, step-mother, brother 

and sisters. My mother is very close to me. I spend a 

lot of time with her. Everyone has a great mother. We can't 

live without her. Our mother takes care of us, she makes our 

life happy, she helps us every day to do our work.  All 

mothers in the world do many things to help their children, 

they work, cook, and prepare things for their children.  

Every mother has a different character but they are the same 

in one thing; they are all very kind and softhearted. They 

help when we face problems and support us when we ask 

them  for some help. We love our mothers because they 

spend their time with us to see what we need. We love our 

mothers because we learn new things from them every day, 

things like: patience, generosity and other good things. In 

fact we can't live without our mothers because life without 

them is very unsafe.  

My Hometown  
- Ahmed Mohammed Hamdoon Al-Sinawi                                         

MMMM    
y hometown is a beautiful place. Mountains 

surround it on every side with a number of 

wadis and some outstanding mountain scenery 

close by. It is one of the oldest cities in Oman and was once a 

centre of trade, religion, education and art. The city acquired 

its importance as an important meeting point at the base of 

the Ash Sharqiya region. It is home of the huge Al-Harthy 

tribe, one of the biggest and most powerful tribes in Oman. 

The Al-Maskary tribe and the Al-Riyamy tribe are also very 

prevalent in my city. So any guesses what is the name of my 

(Con�nued on page 11) 

General Foundation Program Audit 

and Institutional Standards 

Assessment Staff Awareness 

Program held on April 28, 2016 
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hometown? 

Yes, you are right! I am taking about Ibra. Historians do not 

agree on the origin of the name of the city. Some suggest it is 

derived from the Arabic verb “Ibr” which means a 

purification of guilt. Ibra is the second largest city in the Ash 

Shaqiya region of Oman. It is located about 170 km (2 hours) 

from the capital, Muscat and has a population estimated at 

55,000 people. 

Ibra predates the Prophet Muhammed's calling. The city 

contains many castles and old mosques. Ibra has become a  

modern city since 1970 under the reign of his majesty Sultan 

Qaboos. Improvements include connections to Muscat via a 

two-lane highway, which has increased tourism. 

Communications have been improved to include broadband 

access, and there is now a substantial big area hospital. Ibra 

provides three choices of higher education: Ibra College of 

Technology, one of the seven colleges of technology in 

Oman, Ibra Nursing Institute, and beginning in the fall of 

2010, A’Sharqiyah University. There are two big hotels in 

Ibra, Sharqiya Sands and Ibra Motel. There are numerous 

restaurants serving Turkish, Yemeni, Pakistani and Indian 

Cusines.   

Tourism is promoted in the area. The best time to visit Ibra is 

from November to March. The climate is relatively cool, with 

temperatures dropping as low as 10 C in December. In the 

summer, the climate is hot and dry, with temperatures 

reaching 50 C in July. Precipitation is very low and occurs 

mostly in the winter, when masses of low pressure air cause 

rain to fall. 

The main tourist attractions in the city are its many 

beautiful watchtowers, the traditional Souq, and Falaj Al 

Afrit. The design of the souq compliments the fort in every 

way. The Bait al Kabir was built in 1650 during the Ya'riba 

Dynasaty. It once stood as a centre of Government in Ibra. 

The city, famous for its handicrafts and agricultural products, 

has an expansive souq showcasing an array of products. It is 

one of the most important souq in the country 

besides Muttrah. The souq bustles with vendors selling 

everything from meat, fish, fruits and vegetables to spices, 

dates, gold and silverware. Ibra is renowned for its silver 

jewelry which is considered to be the best in the country. 

Halwa (a traditional Omani dessert) is also sold in the souq. 

Halwa is a sticky dessert made from sugar and spices and 

flavoured with sesame seeds or almonds. Ibra souq is the 

only souq in the country to have a whole day reserved just 

for women. 

There is no other place like my hometown, Ibra, in the whole 

world. Come to visit my place, you will really enjoy it!  

(My Hometown ... Con�nued from page 10) The Power of Prayer  
- Ilham Abdullah Hamood Al Hasani 

It happened when I was 15 years old. All my sisters were 

playing different games while my  mother was busy in 

cooking  in the kitchen. I was helping her there. She told me, 

‘I will make some tea also’. She was  pouring tea in cups. 

Suddenly my sister, Weam , rushed into the kitchen. She did 

not notice the hot tea and hit herself with the tea pot. The hot 

tea spilt on to her body. It burned her body and she fell 

down. She cried in pain and all of us were shocked to see 

her.  

Immediately, we took her to the hospital. The doctors and 

nurses took her inside the hospital. They  were very sorry to 

see her condition. Her body and face were burned. She was 

crying in pain. She was not talking and she could not see 

anything.  She opened her eyes only after 2 days. She told 

my father to ask me to stay in the hospital with her. I was 

afraid to stay with her in the hospital, because her condition 

was very bad. Her body was covered with burns. I cried 

every time I visited her, but I tried to hide my tears.  

One day Weam told me to pray for her. We prayed to Allah 

for her early recovery. After the prayer, she slept, but I could 

not sleep. I prayed  Allah to bless her with good health. 

When I was going into sleep, I saw a wonderful dream. I saw 

her playing with me in a beautiful place. We were very 

happy playing together. I woke up and saw Weam sleeping. I 

could not understand the meaning of the dream. 

Next day, I woke up and saw the smiling face of the doctor. 

He was surprised to see Weam in good condition .He told me 

that,’ your sister is ok now.  It is because of your strong faith’. 

I was very happy and thanked Allah for the good health of 

Weam. I can never forget those days in the hospital. 
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 A REFLECTION  

 Balancing importance and urgency: voices from teachers and learners 

Teachers devote most of their time not only in teaching but 

also in preparing lessons, activities and correcting papers. 

However, no matter how hard they try to finish the work, it 

seems that it isn’t enough. Have you ever pondered what life 

would be like “if we had more than 24 hours a day?” Do you 

think this extra time would help us finish the tasks? Or could 

it be just another dilemma? When we reflect and try to 

evaluate our problem, we will end up in the agony of 

shortage of time. This shortage will affect our set of priorities. 

Hummel (1960) argues and as cited by Oxenredier, 2013 

“there is a regular tension between things that are urgent 

and things that are important— and far too often, 

the urgent wins.” There are two dimensions of 

priorities: the important and the urgent.  

Let me tell you the opinions of some of my 

fellow teachers when I asked them what is 

important in teaching and children‘s 

learning. From a teacher’s perspective the 

most important actions are: To teach 

children to learn; to help them develop the 

skills and to inspire and make a difference. 

Priorities from the learner’s perspectives are 

slightly different: To learn English, and to get certificate for a 

job.  

On the other hand, teachers often view the following areas as 

being urgent; covering all the topics in the course outline, 

curriculum or syllabus and to teach the skills. In contrast to 

this, the learners are more concerned with passing the quiz 

or test, getting a good mark, and finishing the level to 

proceed to the next.  

By analyzing these areas of urgency and concern we see a 

marked difference and discordance between the teacher’s 

desires and motivations and the learner’s desires and 

motivations. This incongruity is what may be responsible for 

many of the challenges that arise in the classroom. During my 

interviews I noticed that a lot of teachers brought up the idea 

that some of their brightest learners struggle because of lack 

of motivation or lack of interest. It seems that some of this 

lack of motivation must arise from the differences in what is 

urgent and what is important according to teachers’ verses 

and what is urgent according to the learners.  

More importantly it often seems that teachers feel forced to 

abandon lesson plans, ideas, activities, games and even 

subjects due to the pace of a syllabus or course 

guideline. Teachers explained that they feel 

judged by their students’ performances on 

quizzes and test. So the teachers and 

students both feel a similar sense of 

urgency when it comes to performance on 

evaluation materials. I think that a 

successful teacher can learn to tap into that 

shared sense of urgency to produce 

effective learners.  

I think that teachers have to balance what is 

urgent from their perspective and what is truly 

important. Moving through anything too quickly almost 

always produces poor results. We see this when students 

remember material for mid-term exam (which was ‘urgent’) 

to them at the time, and yet somehow fail the final exam. This 

is the result of prioritizing urgency over importance. The 

issue here is that teachers are just as human as anyone else; 

we are as prone to performance anxiety as a professional 

athlete. Or a CEO of a big corporation. The difference is that 

when we fail to perform to our standards, futures can be 

broken. We balance a great weight on our shoulders and 

must carefully choose which side to favor. Importance should 

outweigh urgency as often possible. 

- Dr. May Rhea S. Lopez  

Certificate Distribution held on March 28, 2016 



Vol. 5; Issue 1 - June 2016 

13 

Counseling held on January 31, 2016 

ELC competition held on February 17, 2016 

QAD Visit - April 24, 2016 

English Language Centre Staff 
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Presentation by Maria Coetzee - 

held on January 12, 2016 

Presentation by Umid Porsaev  

held on January 11, 2016 

English Society Children 

Competition held on March 23, 2016 

English Society Learning Activity 

held on March 23, 2016 

Green Society Earth Hour held on March 17, 2016 
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Outstanding Students Awarding Ceremony held on March 2, 2016 

Quality Assurance Meeting held on February 3, 2016 

Community Service Program held on April 5, 2016 

Seminar on use of technology in teaching 
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The Hazards of Smoking  

S 
moking is a major public health problem. About half 

a million death occur per year in the United States 

due to smoking, according to the internet. These 

deaths happen as result of cancer, breathing problem 

strokes and many other smoke related health problem. 

Smoking causes an even higher number of disabilities, pain 

and suffering from different diseases . There are many 

hazardous effects of smoking. 

Smoking is very dangerous to our body, as I have gathered 

from what I read from the internet and in my classes. First, 

smoking has bad effects for women. It causes decreased 

bone dentist, rheumatoid arthritis ,cataracts gum diseases, 

ulcers and other related diseases . Second, men who smoke 

are more likely to have sleeping difficulties, sore throat, 

peptic ulcers and halitosis . Lastly, smoking has also effects 

the children who are especially vulnerable to second hand 

smoke. It is estimated that 23 Australian children under the 

age of fifteen died from such illness.  

In brief, smoking causes many harmful diseases . You should 

advise your family about smoking hazards . You should stay 

away from smoker. I hope that all smokers quit smoking and 

choose to live the happy and healthy life both now and in the 

future. May  the grace and peace of Allah be with you .  

 

Learning English Language 

D 
o you want to improve your English language? 

Good English skills are way to succeed in life, 

because everything in life can be linked to English, 

in terms of education, career, and personal relationships. 

This means that many people want to improve their English, 

but it can be challenging to know how to go about it. There 

are three main areas that have to be worked on: 

pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar. 

First, getting right pronunciation is something that many 

international students worry about. The first step to improve 

pronunciation is often to slow down your speech a little and 

think a bit more carefully and make sounds like:"sh" and 

"th"come out properly. Also watching English movies is a 

good way to improve your pronunciation. The second way to 

improve your English is to widen your vocabulary. One 

good way to do this is to learn a new word or expression 

every day. Reading is also important in learning a new 

vocabulary. The final thing to really work on is grammar,  

spelling and punctuation with it. There are a lot of sites and 

books available for grammar and punctuation if you are 

unsure of how to use them.  

All in all, there are many ways to learn English language and 

to improve on it. Do you know  other effective ways on 

developing your English communication skills? Then, why 

don’t you start now? Practice a whole lot, so you can learn 

better. 

Sinaw – a gem in Oman  

Sinaw is a beautiful place with many fun and interesting 

things to see and do. There are many different and 

interesting sights. There are wonderful restaurants and cafes 

with tasty food for the whole family to enjoy.  This beautiful 

place is also the fashion center in Oman.  The souk has items 

suitable for; the household, farm, family and gifts to send to 

your loved ones.  If you feel energetic you can always play 

football on one of the many football fields. These football 

fields are very nice and they have lovely green grass.  Sinaw 

is a fantastic place that holds the key to your heart.  Why 

don’t you consider visiting Sinaw soon? 

- Alia Ahmed Marhoon Saif Al Rahbi 

- Laila Muslem Saleem Al Jufaili 

- Sulaiman Khalfan Mohammed Al Barashdi  


