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A Kerala King in  

Salalah  

Since I landed in Oman, Salalah had 

been at the top of the places I planned 

to visit. It continued to beckon me and 

people and pictures attested to the fact 

that it is very much like Kerala, one of 

the southern states of India, where I am 

from. The long weekend in December 

was enough to make a quick visit. Just 

before our trip, my colleague Mr. 

Waqas Ahmed had a casual talk with me. 

He asked whether I had any information 

about the tomb of Thajudheen in Salalah. 

I didn’t have any. He was surprised to 

hear that because Thajudheen was 

formerly known as Cheraman Perumal, 

who ruled central Kerala. Since then, my 

anxiety doubled and I added this to my 

itinerary for Salalah. 

While driving down some of the roads in 

By Heidi Lisle Manus 

From the HoC 
It is indeed a pleasure to thank the ELC 

faculty and students for their support in 

bringing out Rendezvous (Vol 4. Issue 1).  

I believe that the informative contents 

and appealing style of Rendezvous will 

delight the readers and trigger their 

creativity.  My special thanks to all the 

contributors. We welcome more 

contributions and support from all of 

you.   

- Ms. Laila Obeid Al Hajri 

Meeting Nelson Mandela  

I 
 met Madiba  early in 1995 when a group 

of young activists, were invited to have 

dinner with him at his official presidential 

residence, Genadandaal. I was just a driver, 

honoured to be tagging along with the real 

guests. As it happened, I took a seat 

somewhere in the middle of the round table 

and guess who sat down next to me! Yes 

indeed, it was Madiba himself! We were all in 

awe of this truly awesome man. However, he 

made us feel so much at ease that later I felt 

like I was sitting next to my own grandfather-

as he told us stories of his youth and some 

really funny anecdotes. During the course of 

the evening, Madiba asked me what I did for a 

living. Upon hearing that I was a teacher, we 

launched into a discussion about my 

experiences as a teacher in the Cape Flats. I 

then asked Madiba, very naively I now think, 

about getting funds to renovate my school, 

Beacon Hill High. Madiba said that he would 

look into it. 

Two days later I received a telephone call at 

my school informing me that I was to meet 

Madiba at his office in Tuynhuis, his official 

office in parliament in Cape Town. I told his 

secretary that I would need permission from 

the principal to leave the school as it was 

during work hours-I laughed about this 

afterwards! The principal, Archie Lewis was 

then invited to attend the meeting with me. 

Professional Development Committee 

D 
o professional teachers need training? Should they refresh what 

they have already learned? Is it a mere waste of time to further 

train the professional educators? We can’t deny the fact that 

teachers are some of the most learned people of society. They play a vital 

role in the development of a country. They are like candles which burn 

themselves but also provide light to others. However, their continuous 
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Salalah, I felt as if I was driving in my village. There were 

several things in common. I am not going to write any more 

details on it. I will reserve it for writing as it will be another 

exhaustive article on Salalah. I will get back to what I began 

with: the Cheraman Perumal episode. It became my point of 

curiosity in Salalah because there I found a powerful link 

between Oman and India. I tried to explore how the Kerala 

King Cheraman’s tomb happened to be on Omani soil. To 

cut a long story short, I hope the following lines will cater to 

the anxious readers of history. I obtained these details from 

an Arabic poster stuck near the tomb.  

We met with the President and Syd Muller-MD of 

Woolworths- who then agreed to work with the school to do 

some renovations. In the end Woolworths spent R150 000 on 

my school. Madiba then inaugurated the newly renovated 

school on 9 May 1996-amidst much fanfare! As he was 

leaving I got a call from my mom telling me to invite THE 

PRESIDENT for tea at our home in Elsies River! I did as I was 

told and Madiba graciously accepted the invitation. 

Tata Mandela visited my home in Elsies River on 18 May 

1996 -everyone was at our house! My grandmother was in 

awe and quiet place that she and Madiba were the same age. 

After we had tea I took him to the Senior Citizens’ residence 

nearby  and showed him the St. Nicholas Anglican church- a 

site for many activist activities during the struggle against 

apartheid. 

Madiba paid a second visit to my house on 7 December 

1999, I was invited by Madiba to a ceremony awarding 

Jaques Gerwel the Order of Good Hope. He noticed that I 

was pregnant and was quite disappointed that I hadn’t 

invited him to my wedding and I promptly invited him to the 

baptism of my son, Daniel. A week before my son Daniel’s 

baptism I got a call that Madiba was unable to attend the 

ceremony as he had to travel abroad, but that he would like 

to come to meet Daniel anyway.  

Since my first meeting with Madiba, I attended two more 

dinners with him at Genadandaal, once with my husband, 

and numerous official dinners at Tuynhuis where I met the 

president of Tunisia and the Queen of Denmark. Every single 

time I met Nelson Mandela, he remembered who I was and 

where I worked and lived! I had the opportunity to take my 

mom and close friends to accompany me to meet this most 

amazing man. 

Meeting Tata Madiba will always be one of the MOST 

AMAZING EXPERINCES in my life. 

I will never forget my time with him, or what he did for our 

people, for our country and for the world. 

May he Rest In Peace. 

Meeting Nelson … from Page 1 A Kerala King … from Page 1 

Cheraman Perumal was a celebrated Indian King who ruled 

the central part of the present Indian State of Kerala while 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was at the height of his fame. In 

the 6th year of the Hijra calendar, he witnessed a miraculous 

sight: he saw the Moon being split into two. The two halves 

then moved to both sides. He started thinking about this 

unusual event and started enquiring about it. He sent his 

army to various corners of his territory. They came back 

stating that they met a group of Arab merchants who had 

recently reached the Malabar shore. The soldiers reported 

that the Arab traders certified the veracity of the incident. 

They described that it was an incident which really took 

place and was one of the miracles of the Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH). The king invited them to his court. They came to the 

court of the king and once again told the story. Cheraman 

Perumal ardently wished to meet this prophet. He prepared 

himself for the journey and reached Madina. In the presence 

of the prophe, the became a Muslim and changed his name 

as Aboobaker Thajudheen.  He spent some days with the 

Prophet(PBUH). In the meantime,  one King of Yemen invited 

him to his country. He accompanied the Yemeni king and 

married a Yemeni woman. Aboobaker Thajudheen then 

moved to the Southern province of Oman which is presently 

known as Al-Haseela  and stayed there for some time. In the 

days that followed he fell ill. He prayed to Allah not to let 

him go  back to his kingdom and grant him death. Allah 

offered him death in Al-Haseela, Salalah. The people of the 

village buried him in the same place. 

If you are the travelling type, I recommend you add Salalah 

to your itinerary for its picturesque nature, wonderful 

people and abundance of historical places. You will not 

regret your tour.  

Asking for education 

By Suhaib Muhammad Alshabibi 

A 
sking for education and knowledge 

today is like a piece of cake. So in 

our college a student who is 

looking for that, will receive all the things 

that will help him to get the knowledge he 

needs. Besides, our college website has 

plenty of rules for those who distribute or even make fun of 

the student who is trying to get benefit. As we know there 

are two enemies within each person. Those enemies are 

Shyness and Pride. Shyness is the most popular disease that 
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professional training is very necessary. If they don’t refresh 

their educational knowledge, they may forget what they 

have learned. Someone has aptly said, “Stagnant waters get 

filthy.” The Professional Development Committee in the 

English language Centre works on the same scale. The 

committee looks for presenters like a beach comber to keep 

teachers informed of new pedagogical techniques and 

methodologies for the better understanding of the students. 

The members of the Professional Development Committee 

work beyond the call of their duty to provide teachers with 

training opportunities. 

The Professional Development Committee works zealously 

under the auspices of Miss Laila Al-Hajri – the Head of 

English Language Centre and Mr. Salim Bani Oraba, Head of 

Section ELC and the Chairman, PDC. Its aim is to identify the 

specific training needs of the staff in the Centre, based on 

the staff & students’ feedback, staff appraisal reports and 

needs analysis surveys. The committee also suggests ways to 

fulfil the identified needs (topics/themes/sharing good 

practices) for workshops, seminars, symposiums, 

conferences etc. It finds ways to establish relationships with 

other educational providers, Colleges of Technology, 

Universities and so on in Oman. It indicates ways to 

encourage the staff and students’ maximum participation in 

external events held by other educational institutions and 

professional bodies. It collects feedback from the 

participants of the organized events and analyzes the 

effectiveness of such events and for future identification of 

needs. 

In a nutshell, taking the above mentioned points into 

consideration, it is clear that the Professional Development 

Committee is very important, because it works for both 

teachers and students. It is a matter of great encouragement 

that many teachers are willing to present in and outside the 

college. The future mega plan is to organize a national level 

ELT symposium which will play a vital role in the 

professional excellence of the ELC, thus the students will 

reap the benefits in the long term.  

Professional Development  … from Page 1 

When Death Calls on Me... 

Please sit with me for a while 

When Death calls on me 

So my fingers numb from collecting embers 

Can finally settle with your caresses, 

So the final whiff of breath I take in 

Can have your fragrance on it. 

Please sit with me for a while 

When Death calls on me 

So your image can sink in the eyes 

That would not open again, 

So the ears that would take no other tone 

Can at last be sealed with yours, 

So fresh memories can rain in the head  

Now breaking with scalding knowledge and 

memories. 

Please sit with me for a while 

When Death calls on me 

So my lips can heal  

With chants of your name and close for good, 

So my feet can finally calm with 

the memories  

Of paths I have walked to reach 

you, my love. 

This would be enough for me to 

Be born again as a blade of grass. 

(A poem from Malayalam) 

- Translated by Abdul Majeed 

stops students from participating in class and all this shyness 

is due to the fear of giving a wrong answer. On the other 

hand is Pride. The proud feeling comes to students in 

answering simple questions and they keep quiet. Some think 

why to answer a simple question at all. That's why “shyness 

& pride” are called the enemies of learning.  They block 

students from participating in the classroom. 

Activities in classes are very important as it show the degree 

of understanding among students. Participation in 

classrooms is not meant only for boys, it's for all students in 

the room, boys and girls.  And as I mentioned earlier, 

shyness is an enemy to learning, so the girls shouldn't obey 

their fear but push it aside and start being active not just in 

classrooms but in all the activities in our college. As we 

know, there are a lot of examples of women in our Arabic 

history who helped their families and their country to grow 

rich in knowledge. So, we should stand together and keep 

our studies above all other aims we have and remember that 

we have to repay the favor to our lovely country.  

Asking for … from Page 2 
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Do We Really Need Sports? 

W 
ell, there are many questions that can be tagged 

to the one above. However, answers to such 

questions vary, depending on individuals i.e. 

where they come from, their believe systems, personal 

convictions, and the society in which they live. Nevertheless, 

scientific facts on these issues are conspicuously displayed 

everywhere; at the entrance to our gyms and sports clubs, 

on the internet, in newspapers, you name them. I will 

attempt to illuminate and clarify some of the reasons why 

WE MUST DO SPORTS. First of all, we will try to define 

sports exercise, its importance and finally, WHY WE NEED 

SPORTS. 

Sports exercise is a physical activity that is planned, 

structured, and repetitive for the purpose of conditioning 

any part of the body. Exercise is used to improve health, 

maintain fitness and is important as a means of physical 

rehabilitation. Most importantly, it gives us mental strength 

and relaxes the mind. A sports person is a happy person. 

Watch your dog or cat in the morning or even our babies 

when they wake up from sleeping. The first thing is 

stretching out to alert the body that they want to make use of 

the muscles. This is a response to nature. So, sport is a 

response to nature. If you don’t want to answer nature’s call, 

expect an injury to occur anytime to any part of your body. 

No, please don’t misunderstand me. I don’t wish that you 

sustain injuries. I simply wish to insist on the fact that you can 

easily sprain an ankle or a muscle that has not been well 

stretched before any unforeseen abrupt action. So, sports 

does help us avoid injuries. Just ask a sports person how 

they feel after any serious activity. They will say ‘tired’. Such 

tiredness makes you sleep like a baby. Who doesn’t want to 

enjoy a sound sleep? I do have my best dreams when I do 

sports, I get so tired and I sleep deeply. I always find myself 

in a wonderland.  

Secondly, by doing sports as a simple necessity to keep you 

fit, it may become a hobby that you enjoy. That hobby may 

end up as a profession. There are so many cases  that have 

been proven of athletes who discover after practicing a 

hobby for some time, that they have a talent and train to 

challenge for titles in that sport. If that happens in your case, 

you may simply drop your job as a teacher or your difficult 

life as a student to do some sports activity which you enjoy 

so much. You will be paid for enjoying yourself as Ali Al-

Habsi does for Wigan and for Oman, Sachin Tendulkar for 

India, Samuel Eto’o for Chelsea and Cameroon, De Villiers 

and Bryan Habana for South Africa,  Serena Williams or Tiger 

Woods for the US. or Ronaldo for Real Madrid and Portugal 

and the list continues. These and many people who earn 

money from a thing they enjoy and have become world 

stars. Famous for enjoying what they like to do best and 

being paid for it!    

Another very important reason we need to do sport is for our 

mental exercise. When your body exercises, your mind 

follows. A well exercised mind can function well at work. 

Besides, when you gain confidence in your exercises, you 

gain confidence at work and in class as well. All of these are 

very strong elements and serve as a psychological boost or 

motivation for the work-place environment. Just meet the 

cricket players or the football players of the ELC and ask 

them how they feel after winning some of the many games 

they have been playing and winning. They will tell you 

“Fantastic, unimaginably happy, wonderful, exciting,” etc.   

One can therefore conclude without fear of any 

contradiction, that sports exercise is one of those 

indispensable things we all need in order to stay strong, be 

ready for work and moreover, be healthy. Exercise is useful 

in preventing or treating coronary heart disease, 

osteoporosis, weakness, diabetes, obesity, and depression. 

Range of motion is one aspect of exercise important for 

increasing or maintaining joint function. Strengthening 

exercises provides appropriate resistance to the muscles to 

increase endurance and strength. Cardiac rehabilitation 

exercises are developed and individualized to improve the 

cardiovascular system for prevention and rehabilitation of 

cardiac disorders and diseases. A well-balanced exercise 

program can improve general health, build endurance, and 

slow down many of the effects of aging. The benefits of 

exercise not only improves physical health, but also 

enhances emotional well-being. So, don’t waste one second 

more again. Start your sports exercise straight away. Judge 

for yourself and you will realise that the title to this article 

should have been “WE REALLY DO NEED SPORTS”. 

By Joseph Bashi 

Education  

E 
ducation begins at the cradle and ends at the grave. 

According to T.Raymont “education is defined as a 

process of development by which an individual 

adapts himself gradually in various ways to his physical, 

social and spiritual environment”. It is really life that edu-

cates. One is educated by one’s vocation, by home life, by 

friendship, by marriage, by parenthood, by recreation, by 

travels and so forth. John Deway, the great American Educa-

tionist says, “ education is the development  of all those ca-

pacities is an individual which will enable him to control his 

environment and fulfill his possibilities”. 

The bases of education thus, are the naturalism, the ideal-

ism, the pragmatism and the realism. The functions of the 

family are also manifold namely-the biological, the psycho-

Compiled by Susan Biju 
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Omani Co-Education:  
Fostering Peer Social Interaction Across Genders in a Culturally Sensitive Way  

By Ahmet Bikmen  

I 
n theory, we know why it is good to educate men and 

women in the same classroom, but is it easy in practice? 

In our classes, our students have double stress: stress 

from learning a second language, and stress from being in 

close proximity to the opposite gender. One male teacher 

from another department told me he speaks to the women 

after class to encourage them. “At home, are you shy with 

your brother, or your father? Well, the boys in this class are 

your brothers,”he counsels them. Women in this culture 

often exhibit an unusually high level of shyness in 

comparison with women from other cultures.  This is due to 

cultural norms, beliefs and attitudes. However, if we allow 

women to be silent in class, we prevent what Vygotsky 

(1978) referred to as social learning – from happening.  This 

essay will propose solutions to the following three obstacles 

to men and women participating and interacting in class:  

chronic female shyness; unwillingness to work in groups, 

and seating plans that are not conducive to student 

interaction.  

First let us discuss refusal to speak.   Women are unusually 

shy, which makes calling on them an uncomfortable 

business. In order to maintain the good habit of calling on 

women even if they are too shy to speak, we use the tracking 

card system.  Each tracking card has one student’s name on 

it. They are organized in random fashion, preventing us from 

leaving out the shy ones.  Is it wrong to let the shy ones be 

passive observers?  There is nothing wrong with that, but by 

not calling on them, we are depriving them of the 

opportunity to speak.  By calling on Aisha once every class, I 

send her, and the whole class, the following message: “I am 

here for you, I am waiting for you, and I am listening to you.”  

In a sense, we are connecting the other students to Aisha, 

and vice versa, by giving her air-time.If she is too shy to 

speak, move on to other students.  In the meanwhile, Aisha 

gets to hear other students modeling the correct grammar 

and pronunciation as well as the correct behavior.  She also 

gets a few minutes to rehearse. Then go back to her. Another 

way to keep women “in the loop” is to reaffirm their gender. 

In Qatar, I had an Arabic teacher who always called the 

women “sister.”  “Let’s hear from this sister over here.” A 

colleague of mine here at Ibra College once said “good 

morning, ladies” to some passing students.  They 

responded, wishing him the same.  Address terms seem to 

increase the sense of camaraderie and warmth both inside 

and outside the classroom. A third tip is to empower women.  

By empower, we mean delegating important decisions to the 

women.  When we ask women to make important decisions 

for the class, we send the message “She is an important 

member of this class and must be respected.” For example, 

the following is a trick I learned from the coordinator at 

IstekVakfi in 2006.  I often ask one of the shyest women if she 

wants homework.  If she says yes, I turn to the class and say 

“OK class, we have homework tomorrow.”  Her friends often 

prompt her: “no! no!” Ayşethen hesitates and says “No, 

teacher, no homework.” I now turn to the class and say  “OK 

class, we do NOT have homework.” Suddenly, Ayşe has 

acquired a key position of power in the class:  the Decider of 

Homework. 

We now come to the second problem: classroom seating. 

Seating everyone i a left/right divided fashion can cause 

great embarrassment for boys and girls.  It is rather like 

people sitting side by side on a bus. After being seated in 

this fashion for some time, men and women might grow 

accustomed to ignoring each other. Different seating 

patterns might help address this. I recommend that we 

occasionally have the men sitting in the front rows and 

women in the back. If the girls sit in the back, then there is 

logical, the economical, the social, the religious, the educa-

tional and the cultural.Educcational influences one gets from 

a family are: (a) family is the first place of learning (b) one 

gets social and moral training (c)the formation of basic hab-

its take place in the family (d) the development of personali-

ty (e) cultivation of ideals in life (f) development of tastes 

and (g) development of other qualities such as selflessness, 

cooperation, philanthropy, tolerance, obedience etc. 

The role of a teacher is also to be taken into account while 

discussing the present day education. According to Sri-

Aurobindo, “the first principle of true teaching is nothing 

can be taught. The teacher is not an instructor or task-

master, he is a helper and guide. His business is to suggest 

and not to impose. He does not actually train the pupil’s 

mind; he only shows him how to acquire knowledge for him-

self. He does not call forth the knowledge that is within; he 

only shows him where it lies and how it can be habituated to 

rise to the surface”.  

Rabindranath Tagore aptly summarized the role of a good 

teacher: The teacher is a lamp which has to light other 

lamps. A lamp cannot put light into other lamps unless it 

burns itself and sheds light. 
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How to Succeed as a Teacher in Oman 

By Dr. May Rhea S. Lopez 

Teaching in Oman 101 

You want a change in your career. You just got certified to 

teach EFL, and you’re excited to try teaching for the first 

time. You’ve been teaching in your home country for some 

time and think it’s time to make more money.  

Whatever your reason may be, you’ve made one big deci-

sion: you’re going to teach in Oman – a desert country that is 

geographically, socially, and culturally far from home.  

Are you ready for Oman? That’s the question. 

Teaching EFL in Oman is not easy. You may have read some 

blogs and testimonials by teachers who have been here be-

fore. Everyone has a story. Some are memorable, others are 

not so. 

But I believe that we can all make our own stories. I have 

mine, too. For two years now I’ve been here teaching in a 

government-funded college.  I’ve seen people come and go 

rather quickly. I’m still here...  

Let me share with you how I manage to stay despite the chal-

lenges along the road. Here are some tips that may come in 

handy: 

1. Do your research.   In the past, there were limited ways 

to see where you were going. Now, with the Internet, 

everything’s a click away. Visit your school’s website – 

its curriculum, staff, students, and its location. In doing 

so you will at least have a picture of what’s in store for 

you. 

2. Be familiar with the local culture. Google, Google, 

Google!  It’s a marvelous tool. Check out forums, blogs, 

and websites. Be familiar with the country’s laws and 

customs.  Although moderate in many ways, Oman is 

still pretty much conservative. It pays to be prepared. 

3. Build a social network. Oman attracts a number of teach-

ers from different countries. Miles away from home, you 

will certainly feel lonely at times. Meeting people at 

home parties, picnics, outings (the rivers and mountains 

are beautiful!), and gatherings can compensate for the 

absence of your loved ones back home. Plus, getting to 

know people of different ethnicities is an immense cul-

tural learning experience! 

4. Leave your baggage behind. We all bring our complex-

es into the new places we move to. We all have our 

teaching beliefs and ideals. But teaching in Oman is a 

whole new ball game. Omani students have very differ-

ent learning attitudes, habits, and styles.  There’s no 

such thing as universal best teaching practice. One finds 

that some things work here and some don’t.  Basically, 

for a newbie it’s a trial-and-error. One will learn the 

ropes as s/he walks in and out of the classrooms. 

5. Listen more, talk less. Senior teachers have some good 

things to say. They have been there. They know how 

things work. Making suggestions or complaining is a 

bad move during your first week. Test the waters, as 

they say. However, it’s often safe to take what every-

body says with a grain of salt. 

It’s been a great journey for me so far. Teaching here in 

Oman has been challenging.  I survive each day. I count my 

blessings and the rewards I get personally, professionally, 

no possible way for the men to look at them. Yes, the women 

can stare at the men, but men do not seem to have as many 

complaints about this. Therefore, now the men are the ones 

who are in the spotlight, so to speak.  Another idea would be 

to have round tables in the classrooms. They would allow 

students to see and hear each other but remain in the safety 

of their same-gender groups. These seating arrangements 

might encourage the women to raise their hands and answer 

questions.  Of course, the men can hear the women’s 

responses, and this might inspire them-even encourage 

them to participate in a classroom discussion.  

The third and final problem is unwillingness to work in 

groups.  If we asked the students to rearrange their seats to 

sit in mixed-gender groups, it would be a disaster.  The 

solution refers back to the Groups on Paper idea. Men and 

women are placed into groups – not physically, but on 

paper. The teacher announces the individuals in each group 

by reading off a list or off the tracking cards.  Then, these 

groups are assigned tasks.  If Ahmed and Aisha are in the 

same group, it is mutually beneficial for them to listen to 

each other’s responses and to try their best to help each 

other from a distance, because if one earns a point, the other 

will earn that point too, by virtue of being on the same team. 

To restate, in a culturally acceptable manner, Aisha and 

Ahmedare encouraged to work together for the good of 

their group.  If they were not placed into groups, Ahmet and 

Aisha might as well be two breathing bodies in the 

classroom – or two potted plants. They might never learn 

each other’s names, and pass through the classroom and the 

course as two complete strangers.   In the literature,   

“fostering positive peer social interaction and 

exchange” (Williams & Williams, 2008: 15) is cited as one of 

the five key ingredients for improving student motivation.  

In conclusion, we have discussed the issue of fostering peer 

interaction among men and women. Vygotsky (1978) tells us 

how important it is for students to learn from each other.  In 

terms of solutions to female shyness, we might consider 

using a randomized system for calling on students, making 

concessions for the shy women in class, reaffirming 

women’s gender using kinship and address terms, and 

empowering women.  As a solution to the seating issue, the 

author proposes altering the seating when possible, or even 

introducing round tables.  As for solutions to adversity to 

group work, “Groups on Paper” was recommended.  

Hopefully these ideas will reduce the stress and tension that 

might result from being in mixed-gender classrooms where 

there is no real gender mixing. 
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Difference between the English and Arabic sentence structures  

By Marwan Omar Mariam   

The objectives  

 Let students see the difference between the English and 

Arabic sentence structures 

 Students should be able to create good sentences using 

verb “to be” 

In this workshop I will show the difference between the 

Arabic and English sentence structures in order to let 

students, especially those who try to translate Arabic 

sentences word by word into English.  

Before starting I want to make a brief introduction for some 

keywords that are highly important in this lesson and make 

easy for almost everyone to be able to understand the 

lesson. These keywords are: 

 Subject                         فاعل      SB  

 Predicate                         خبر       P 

 Verb              فعل                      V  

 Preposition  حرف جر                    

 Object            مفعول به                   

 Adjective                                  صفة   

 Adverb          حال                         

 Modifier of place    داللة على المكان  

 Modifier of time      داللة على الزمان  

Now let’s do this practice: 

Practice 1 

Translate the following sentences into English  

    طالبأنا 

  القطة  سعيدة

   أخي معلم

    الكتاب في البيت

         هم على السطح

  11الساعة 

It is obvious that students will commit a lot of mistakes. 

The first point is to show students the type of the subject 

(proper noun, common noun, phrase,….), 

It is not necessary to be only one word. 

Practice 

 Underline the subject 

 What is it? 

The second point is to let students discover some of the 

mistakes they usually commit when speaking or writing 

English.    

For example, we heard more than once students saying 

words, such as, 

I teacher, I from Jaalan, …… 

So, they miss the verb which is an essential part of the 

sentence. 

and, of course, financially. There are still setbacks once in a 

while. Well, I’m sure wherever we go, there will always be a 

rough day. But things have grown on me, and I’ve come to 

terms with what I can and can’t do.  

I hope my tips make sense and help you in some ways. Good 

luck on the journey you’re about to embark on.  

Welcome to Oman! Think positive, and everything’s going to 

be fine.                                                                                                                     
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The main difference between the English and Arabic 

sentence structure is the use of the verb (to be). It is clear 

that the Arabic sentence can be structured without a verb 

and it is still well structured and complete. On the other 

hand, the English sentence can not be. So the verb is an 

essential part for the English sentence. That means that an 

English sentence can never be without a verb. 

From another point of view, if we analyze the same English 

and Arabic sentences basing on the structure   S + Predicate 

we can see that the predicate, in the English sentence, starts 

always with a verb. 

Practice 2   

1. I am a student                    

2. The cat is happy 

3. My brother is a teacher 

4. The books are at home 

5. They are on the roof 

6. It is 11 am                             

That will be another way to show the importance of the verb 

in English. Then the predicate must always start with a verb. 

Now let’s go back to the example in practice 2  

 Underline the subject in each sentence. 

 What is the difference, in structure,  between the 

subjects in the two different languages  

Conclusion 

Finally it can be proved that subject my have the same 

structure in both English and Arabic languages 

As a conclusion, an Arabic sentence can be done without a 

verb, while English sentence cannot. 

So that students should avoid word by word translation and 

they should consider the difference between the two 

systems of languages.  

Homework 

Introduce yourself in 10 complete sentences. 

Placement Test 

Reading Competition 
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Level 2 Achievements  

 The level is happy to have Raji on the team. Welcome Raj! 

 The level is piloting a student to student mentoring 

reading program. For the low achieving students the goal 

is to improve their reading skills.  For the high achieving 

students, they will be able to improve their leadership 

skills. 

 The teachers are enjoying using the SAC for their office 

hours. It has become apparent there are many benefits in 

having discussions with students in the SAC. 

 Srinivis has enthusiastically taken on the role of ‘level 2 

photographer’. He appears when least expected and 

takes photos. We look forward to seeing a collage of 

photos at the end of the semester. 

 The levels exceptionally talented cricket players 

continue to excel on the field.  Muhammad Yasar is the 

heart and soul of the team.  

 The female students in the level attended a get-together 

on 24.11.2013 to discuss issues they experience in ELC. 

The issues discussed were both positive and negative. 

Understanding their issues will enable us to look at ways 

of improving their college life. I was grateful for Raji’s 

assistance and supportive approach on this project. 

 A variety of Australian items were displayed in the ELC 

Main Hall for the National / Open Day on 25.11.2013. 

My Mother 

By Sharon Elizabeth Saju 

Mama, mama, where’s my mama? 

Wailed the lonely child 

In soiled dress, with knotted hair 

Smudges on her cheeks and tearful eyes, 

Mama! Mama!  

The passerby ask’d, who’s your mama? How does she 

look? 

OH! Mama! Mama! 

She’s the most beautiful woman 

With twinkling eyes, dimpled cheeks, lovely smile, 

Oh!  the most beautiful woman 

Oh! I haven’t seen such a woman- 

Came another passerby 

Oh mama! Where’s my mama? Have you seen my mama?  

How does she look? – My mama 

Tall and beautiful, fair and lovely, that’s my mama 

And from a distance, came a woman 

Frail and haggard in tattered clothes 

Mama, mama ran the child 

The mother grabbed her little child, Kissed her a thou-

sand times 

Astounded, stood the passerby 

What’s beauty? Is this beauty? Can this be beauty? 

Yes, to a child, to an innocent child alone. The grandeur of  Wasteland 

By Dr. Preethy Ann Mathew 

Like a spotless child the desert 

Stance still to chisel the silhouette 

Of the perverted souls, 

Damned in essence, 

‘The victims of ailing spirit’.  

Nothing to hear and nothing to see 

Something thus far gleams and throbs 

Between the fire and the sand, 

Through the quiet stillness, 

‘The aura that allures the dauntless minds’. 
 

Behold the wits that got molded 

Over the soothing gen of wastelands 

Letting loose their hampered lot, 

And the utmost bequest in return, 

‘The talent that beats all mortal grasps’.  

The Best Day 

By Intisar Saeed 

I 
 want to tell you about the best day of this week. It is the 

National Day. All Omanis celebrate this day. In addition, 

all schools in Oman also celebrate this day. Now I hope 

you and your family have feel peace and take pride on this 

day because this day is beautiful and interesting to  

everyone in this land. At the end I wish from you to share 

your opinion on National Day celebrations in Qatar.  

Salalah Tour 
By Naama Al-Hajri  

M 
y family and I went to Salalah. We returned from 

our holiday last week. We had a wonderful time. 

We  saw many types of animals like cows, camels, 

goats and different types of birds. Also, we went to the 

mountain. It had a nice weather. People living there can 

grow a lot of fruit and vegetable. We stayed in a lovely hotel 

near the beach. It was so quiet and peaceful. The room was 

very beautiful and the food in the hotel was very delicious. 

This was my holiday. What about your holiday? I am waiting 

for your letter soon. Give my regards to your family.  
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Report on English Society  

Introduction: The Centre provides a platform called “The 

English Society” for students to independently organize and 

participate in activities. The English Society boosts students’ 

confidence in the use of target language in speaking and 

listening and also other creative art forms.  This forum has 

teacher and student representatives from all the levels 

(Foundation and Post Foundation members).  

This academic year, the English Society under the leader-

ship of Mr. Nasser Al-Shabibi took off by paving the way to a 

Reading Competition for Foundation and Post Foundation 

students. Miss Laila Al-Hajri, the Head of Centre, inaugurat-

ed the competition.  

The society was amazed by the response of the participants. 

The screening took place on 13th November, 2013. There 

were more than eighty participants. They were put into 21 

teams. Five teams came out with the highest score to qualify 

for the final round. Another surprise was from the boys. They 

had beaten the girls.  

The final round was held on 20thNovember, 2013.There 

were two winners from the Elementary Level. But the Inter-

mediate boys gave a tough fight to Post Foundation girls. 

There was a tie for the second position. It was difficult to say 

who would come out as the second champions. At last, the 

girls took the second position .But, we were happy to see 

that the boys didn’t give the fight till the last minute. 

The lists of the winners are:  

Winners List of Reading Competition between  

Elementary Students 

Name Position 

Khalid Aamur Al-Jahhafi 

First Position 

Suhail Aamur Al-Jahhafi 

Yahya Saleh Al-Alawi 

Maher Salim Al-Jahmani 

Mohammad Saif 

Shukri Khalid Salim Al-Owaidi 

Second Position 
Saeed Sultan Al-Mahrooqi 

Rashid Hamed Rashid 

Mohammad Mubarak Al-Owaisi 

 

Winners List of Reading Competition between  

Intermediate and Post Foundation Students  

Name Position 

Nouf Abdullah Al-Habsi 

First Position Afra Said Al-Rawahi 

Marwa Mubarak Al-Habsi 

Sumaya Saleh 

Second Position Horiya Said Al-Msrorri 

Asma Abdullah Al-Touki 

Abdulaziz Al-Shabibi 

Third Position Ahmed Hamed Al-Harthi 

Tariq Al-Busaidi 

 
Programme Organizers. 

1. Nasser Al-Sabibi 

2. Mohammad Iqbal 

3. Mathew Joseph 

4. Susan Biju 

5. Mohammad Habboush 

6. Raji Saju 

7. Salim US 

The student members of English Society organized the 

National Day Programme on 25th November, 2013. The 

student head of the society, Saeed Al-Harthy gave a 

welcome speech. There were many activities like:  

Students talked on various topics. 

 Interview with Mr.Nasser Al-Shabibi 

 Small children from different schools represented Oman 

by wearing Costumes worn in different regions. 

 There was a video show. 

 A song was sung by Makhtoom 

How I celebrated my last Eid 
By Intisar Saeed Saleh Al-Alawi 

Muslims all over the world celebrate two festivals, Eid ul 

Adha and Eid ul Fitr. In Oman, we celebrate these two 

festivals with great joy and religious fervour.  Last eid 

holidays was one of the happiest days in my life. On the first 

day of Eid I got up early in the morning and took a shower.  

Then we dressed up in new clothes and went to mosque to 

pray.  After our prayers, we all embraced one another and 

shook hands. Then, we returned home and ate arsia, the 

delicious Omani food. We also ate halwa. Then, we visited 

our grandparents and had a fantastic time together. On the 

second day of Eid , we wore colourful clothes and visited our 

relatives. We exchanged gifts and played together.  On the 

third day, we dressed up in new clothes and went to Wadi 

Bani Khalid. We prepared barbecue and many other types of 

delicious food items. We played a lot of games  we returned 

home only after nightfall. Eid holidays are the happiest days 

for all people in the Muslim world . I can’t wait for the next 

Eid!  

by Nasser Sulaiman Ahmed Al-Shabibi 
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Technology  

By Eman said AL-Touqi  

W 
e use technology to help us in all fields. 

Computers are very good examples. Today we 

use computers for entertainment, education, 

business, communication etc. Modern means of transport 

like cars, bikes and planes have helped to bring people and 

countries together. Today we can travel to any place in the 

world fast because of the development of transport, fuelled 

by modern technology. 

However, there are also some disadvantages to the use of 

technology. Computer users become lazy as they spend 

most of their time browsing  the net and chatting with their 

friends. Cars and other means of transport have reduced our 

need for physical exertion and as a result people have 

become more unhealthy and obese.  

I think technology is good for us if we use it wisely. 

Watch Out Your Tongue – A Quranic Perspective 

By Syeda Farzana 

O you, who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another]

people; perhaps they may be not better than them; nor let 

women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be better 

than them. And do not insult one another and do not call each 

other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched is the name [i.e., 

mention] of disobedience after [one's] faith. And whoever 

does not repent –then it is those who are the wrongdoers. 

I 
 want to share with you a reminder that I myself need 

and I think most of us need in regards to guard and 

respect the gift Allah AzzaWaJal has given us--Our 

Tongues. He revealed in the Quran: “Ar-Rahman, Al-lamal 

Quran”. One of the points to ponder about these Ayaats in 

Surah Ar-Rahman is that He calls HimselfAr-Rahmaan, a 

name that depicts His extreme Mercy. He is the One, the 

unimaginably Merciful.  “Al-lamal Quran”-He taught us the 

Quran. The speech of Allah is the Quran and when He has 

revealed the Quran, it is supposed to be in our tongues by 

reciting it. We are supposed to remind each other with it. So 

the words we uttered from our mouths are not supposed to 

actually be a means to penetrate somebody else’s heart. 

Then He says, “KhalakalInsaan”-He created the human 

being and He uses the same word “Al-lamal Quran” .He says 

He taught human beings Quran andHe taught human beings 

His speech. The ability to speak is an incredible gift from 

Allah. And what we are learning from these Ayaats is that, 

the best use of your speech is to remember Allah by the 

words He taught us. Our speech in all matters should be 

inspired by the speech Allah taught us as He has blessed us 

with His Quran. 

Now, we are all human beings and we make mistakes. And 

we sometimes do not realize the value of things that we 

have, specially our tongues. We say things, we make 

comments in the social settings of our family and friends that 

sometimes completely cross the line and we do notrealize 

the magnitude of that problem. And because Allah 

AzzaWaJal emphasizes this particular problem in the Quran, 

it should make us appreciate that it is indeed a 

seriousconcern. 

Now making fun of someone and being sarcastic against 

someone now a days is considered as a sign of Intelligence -

-’that guy is really funny’,‘ that guy makes a lot of funny 

jokes’ or ‘he makes lot of sarcastic remarks----all these are 

like a rapid fire, they come out of us one after another. And 

when people around us laugh at our joke, it is pretty much 

an ego boost. So we come up with a next sarcastic remark or 

the next inappropriate joke and we kind of feed of the 

laughter of others, and we get caught up with it. And Allah 

AzzaWaJal is warning us in this Surah that this is something 

that can take away the very fabric of brotherhood that we 

enjoy among each other.  

Allah AzzaWaJalteaches us in Quran to respect each other’s 

speech in matters of resolution and to watch the way we 

speak to each other, not to be sarcastic with each other and 

not to make offensive comments in the name of humour 

against each other. We are sometimes very casual to say or 

talk about how short someone is or how ugly they are or how 

they dress or what kind of car they drive or what school they 

go to or what kind of job they have. It is very easy to pick on 

someone’s flaws and make them the point of ridicule. 

Now the question is--Making fun of by whose perspective? 

Now obviously, when we are making fun of someone, there 

is an already underlined assumption, conscious or 

subconscious that we are better than them and that is why 

we are making fun of them. They become the object of our 

ridicule. But we would not take someone who we are 

convinced deserves more respect than we do or is above us 
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in anyway. They would never be the point of ridicule for us. 

So obviously there is a sense of superiority we have. But 

Allah is saying that as long as He is concerned, the group we 

are making fun of, is better than us. And here is just a note 

about our society in general, something that has become a 

part of comedy and entertainment. Sometimes, we mock 

another ethnicity and imitate an accent, or make fun of what 

kind of food that ethnicity likes to eat, dress or what kind of 

weird things they say among each other, how they drive 

their cars or how cheap they are or how much they love 

spicy food or what kind of hot tempers they have. So, we 

pick up some flaws of some ethnicity and make that the 

object of ridicule, which makes this Ayaat even more alive 

when Allah says, “May be the group made fun off is better 

than the group making fun”. 

Then Allah AzzaWaJal says, ‘‘walatalmizuuanfusakum’,This 

Ayaat is about not violating the rights of our tongue, one of 

the most beautiful things Allah has given us. Here, the word 

’lammzz’ in Arabic means criticizing someone either by 

means of bodily gesture or by means ofyour eyes like 

rolling your eyes or by sign, by taking a deep breath or by 

snicker or comment made under your breath.This is the 

definition of ancient lexicon telling us what ‘lammaz’ means. 

That shuttle kind of criticism or undermining somebody’s 

speech or demining someone or condescending towards 

0someone can’t be even captured in speech. Sometimes we 

can insult someone without saying a single word and Allah 

knows that. And as because the Ayaat is talking about 

believers what is amazing about this Ayaat is that Allah 

doesn’t only say not to make this kind of sarcastic, 

condescending, critical type of gesture to others. He also 

says ‘Anfusakum’ to our self. In other words as believers we 

are one people, we are one nation. So when we are really 

making fun of, it is actually making fun of our own self. And 

the other implication here is that when someone does this 

kind of thing, the only one he is successfully insulting is his 

own dignity. The only one he is really harming is his own 

sense of self-worth. 

  I would even add that the secret gesture now a days is to 

send someone a text message about how stupid somebody 

sounds or how ugly they look or take a picture and post it up 

on a  social networking site about how ridiculous somebody 

is, just an act of embarrassing the person. In ancient time the 

act of embarrassing someone could have been simply a 

gesture of a hand or with a rolling of an eye or just a deep 

breath or some remarks spread about them. 

Now this act of embarrassing someone takes modern forms. 

Now we have many ways to slight others and humiliate them 

by overlooking them, ignoring them, giving them the silent 

treatment, treating them as invisible, rejecting them, holding 

them in distant, denying acknowledgement, and recognition 

they deserve or manipulating their recognition, treating 

them like objects or animals rather than as a person, 

laughing or mocking at them, teasing or ridiculing them, 

giving them a dirty look and making them to look stupid or 

foolish in public. 

Just because it has taken a modern form doesn’t make it 

permissible, it is still the same crime. Then again Allah Azza 

WaJal says, ‘walatanabazuubilalkhaab’--- and do not call 

each other out by nick names or do not try to come up with 

artificial nick names against each other. We sometimes try to 

make it stick on others and we also try to make sure that 

everybody around them calls them that and they themselves 

are hurt and insulted by it. So what happens is when we call 

someone with a nick name, in response they call us by a nick 

name. They also come up with something else for us and 

some kind of animosity is planted inside the heart. There is 

some offence taken and we know when that is really going to 

come out.  Maybe it will not come out now, may be our 

friend does not want to get things ugly between us, so he or 

she does not say anything when we call them by a nasty 

nickname or an insulting nickname, commenting about their 

weight or height or skin color or accent or whatever it 

maybe. But it will come out on the Dayof Judgment when 

they will say “You used to call me these nasty nicknames. 

And for everything you used to call me a nasty nickname, I 

will now like to get compensated. So why do not you now 

take away some sins of mine for each time you used that 

word against me?” They might make that kind of deal -watch 

out! Because, they are friends with us now, we are friends 

now, but that is not the case on the Day of Judgment. It is a 

day when even a mother will forget her child. So do we think 

that our friends are going to care that day? 

In the same Ayaat we see Allah Azza WaJal reminds us that 

once Imaan or faith is there, these snickering comments 

about someone and filthy languages are ugly to us, 

despicable to us. So we would not even want to go near 

them. May be we would realize that our real disease is 

nothing but lack of controlling our tongue, the more filthy 

words we use the blacker our heart gets and we cannot 

remember Allah Azza WaJalto seek refuge with Him. So 

Allah Azza WaJal says in the end of this Ayaat, “…..and 

whoever did not repent, then those are the wrong doers.” In 

other words, if we come at this point of the Ayaat where once 

we have faith, these things should be terrible to us already 

and we should realize that this is a detriment to our faith 

itself. 

I pray that all of us are able to watch our tongues in public 

and in private, and are able to stay away from offensive 

comments and remarks and are able to say things that 

actually cause love and unity and courtesy in us. May Allah 

Azza WaJal help us to realize the power of the gift He has 

bestowed on us and never allow our blessed tongues 

become a means to create ill feelings towards each other. 


