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His Majesty stated the importance of learning and knowledge and has always 

been open to the adoption of new developments in this field. 

Information technology and communications have now become the main 

elements that move forward the development process in this third 

millennium; therefore, we have accorded our attention to finding a national 

strategy to develop the skills and abilities of citizens in this domain with the 

aim of further developing e-government services. We are closely following 

the important steps that we have made in this regard. We call upon on all 

government institutions to speedily enhance their performance, and to 

facilitate their services, by applying digital technology in order to usher the 

Sultanate into the constantly evolving spheres for applying knowledge. 

 

References: Excerpts from the speech of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said on the occasion 

of the Opening Annual Session of the Council of Oman (Majlis Oman) on 11th November 2008. 

http://www.omanet.om/english/hmsq/hmsq8.asp?cat=hmsq 

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos emphasized the importance of  

learning, knowledge and Information Technology 

Message from Dean Message from HoD of IT 
Greetings to all, Well, after having celebrat-

ed the 40th National Day of Oman, we bring 

forward a special edition of News-IT. This 

issue is a walk through of the events and 

competitions held by Department of Infor-

mation Technology in commemoration of 

the nations 40th National Day celebrations. We hope you also will 

enjoy reading as much as we enjoyed celebrating, we will be 

back with more insightful and informative articles on Information 

technology in the forth coming issues. 

An example of commitment was the spec-
tacular contribution of ICT on Oman 40th 

National Day celebrations, the contribu-

tion of Department of Information Tech-
nology which added feather to the cap. I 

take the opportunity to congratulate all 
the staff members and students of IT for 

their part of efforts in making the 40th National day celebra-

tions a grand success. I appreciate the editorial committee for 

bringing in a special edition of NEWSIT on the celebrations. 
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IT Department joins hands with ICTs celebration of  

Sultanate‟s 40th National Day 

The 40th national day symbolizes the growth and 

prosperity of a blessed nation on the move. The growth and 

the development of the nation for the last 40years were 

tremendous beyond ones expectations. To express our 

solidarity with the nation, the IT department displayed a 

floral representation of the „National day logo‟ for the 

40th National Day celebration held in Ibra College of 

Technology on 28th November 2010. The first candle was 

lighted by our Chief Guest  Sheikh Ali bin Nassir Al 

Mahrooqi, Wali, Ibra, followed by other dignitaries.    

The forty lighted candles in the logo emphasis the glory of 

the nation and the significance of  the anniversary. 

The floral portrait was designed by Mrs. Saramma John 

Villoth-Math Lecturer, IT Department. 

The Chief Guest painted the flag at entrance of the IT Building. 

He put the first drawing on Oman Map about 40 years and his 

finger print on it and also the Chief Guest put his finger 

impression in the book titled “Your Impression” other 

dignitaries also joined with him. 

Shaikh Sabbaa bin 

Ha md an  a l  Sa ad i , 

Secretary-General of the 

Supreme Committee for 

National Day Celebrations, 
told Oman News Agency 
(ONA) that the 40th 

National Day logo denotes 

the significance of the 

anniversary. 

The logo features the peace march enjoyed by the Sultanate 
under His Majesty who brought about comprehensive 

development in various spheres, making the country keep 
abreast of the world countries in terms of progress, Al Saadi 

added. 

He explained that the main features of the logo comprise the 
Sultanate’s name and its map. Two swords and the Omani 

khanjar (dagger) which appear above the number 40, denoting 
the year of the Sultanate’s modern renaissance. The pigeons 
are a symbol of peace, he said. Figuratively speaking, the vivid 

colours may point to emotions of love and a bright future. 

Features of National Day logo  
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The presentation titled “Show casing the 

growth of Education in Oman” was given by 

students of Higher Diploma IT Azza Salim Ali Al

-Fahdi, Nasraa' Mohammad Abdullah Al-

Isma'Ili prepared the presentation under the 

guidance of Mrs. B. Mallika Banu and Mr. K. 

Kumar, Lecturers IT. The Chief Guest, 

dignitaries along with the Dean and Assistant 

Dean watched the presentation in the movie 

room and appreciated the efforts. 

The presentation describes how education 

was before 1970 in Oman followed by the 

gradual development of education between 

1970 and 1980, and the giant leap in 1980 till 

date. It presents the growth of schools and 

establishment of various institutions and 

Universities. The presentation also gives 

glimpse of rare videos of the past and the 

developments now in the Sultanate. The entire 

presentation has an inspiring voice and music 

in the background. 

Students have brought out their IT skills and 

given a video presentation which indeed is a 

piece of work to be viewed, rejoiced. Salute to 

the efforts and achievement of the Sultanate 

in Education. 

Student presentation on “Growth of Education in OMAN” 
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Sultanate‟s 40th National Day Graphic Design Competition 

The College Dean, Dr. Nabil Adel Al Bizereh inaugurated the competition  

by ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

 

As part of Ibra College of Technologies’ 40th National day celebration of the Sultanate, the Department 
of Information organized different events for the students to exhibit their talents and skills. There were 

different committees taking care of different events. A “Graphic Design” contest was held on Wednes-

day, 10th November’2010.          

 The students got an opportunity to display their creativity, imagination, talents & IT skills. 
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The inaugural programme was hosted by Ms. Rahma Ahmed 

Mohammed Al-Jabri, Lecturer in Mathematics who is also 

the coordinator of the IT Department’s 40th National Day 

Celebration committee. The programme started with 

verses from Holy Quran recited by Mr. Ziad Talat Al-

Tarawaneh, Lecturer in IT. Head of the IT Department 

welcomed College Dean, Asst. Deans, all the invitees, & the 

participants.  The welcome speech was followed by the 

Dean’s address. He appreciated the department for 

organizing the contest but as the Dean said the department 

also believes that “In terms of the 40th National Day 

celebration, no effort is too much”.  He encouraged & 

motivated the participants  “Through such events”, he said, 

“the competitive spirit is developed among students”. 

Inaugural Programme 

The enthusiasm & team spirit of IT Department was visible 

by the presence of Head of IT Department Mr. Mohammed 

Osman Al-Karam, Head of Mathematics Section Mr. Dominic 

Nicholas, Head of IT Section Mr. Mohd Tariq, IT staff and IT 

students during the inaugural function. 

Graphic Design Competition 

The occasion was graced by the presence of Dr. Khalid 

Abdulaziz Khalid Abuzaidi  Asst Dean for Academic Affairs, 

Mrs. Ghadna  Suleiman Al-Maskari Asst. Dean for 

Administration & Finance Affairs, Mr. Shylesha V 

Channapatna , HoS, Mechanical Engineering . 

The contest was for duration of three hours. Participants 

produced beautiful designs highlighting & sprinkling more 

colors to the “40th National Day”, which was also the theme 

of the contest. 
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The designs were judged by a panel of multimedia 
experts of the IT Department, namely, Mr. 

Mohammed Tariq, Head of Section IT, Mr. Rudiardo 

Devera and Mrs. Mallika Banu, Lecturers in IT.  

At the end of the day “Everyone is a Winner”, yet 

three winners were to be selected among sixteen 
talented participants. The first, second and third 

winners were Sara Zaher Mohammed Al-Yazeedi,  

Shadha Ahmed Suleiman Al-Jahdami, Badriya 
Nassir Saleh Al-Ghadaani respectively. Hearty 

congratulations to the winners and all the 

participants.  

IT department would like to express its gratitude 
to the ETC for the timely help extended to the 

department especially Mr. Praveen Ragi and his 

team from publishing , Mr. Amit Ghosh , Mr. Andrei 
Francis M. de Guzman , Mr. Homer S Navaro  for 

their support in the Laboratory during the 
competition, Ms. Aziza Salim Zaher al-Kalbani & 

Marlon F Lagulos for the photographs and 

video ,the ETC web team and ETC helpdesk  

-Graphic Design Competition  

Committee Members 

Graphic Design Competition Results & the Students Creativity 

Sara Zaher Mohammed Al-Yazeedi  

Badriya Nassir Saleh Al-Ghadaani  

Shadha Ahmed Suleiman Al-Jahdami  
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Few years ago, IT in the Sultanate was a gibberish word (to 

some extent)! Today IT has become not only a useful medium 

for business and our personal lives. but also for the digital 

economy as well! Information technology (IT)is the heart of 

many businesses and nations today as it affects everyone 

from students, public, knowledge workers, managers, officers, 

and whole organizations at every level, be it operational, 

strategic or tactical, as it alters the nature of work and lives. 

The successful investment of the medium is vital due to being 

a strategic asset that is used to change how process and 

functions in an organization work. Clearly without proper 

strategy and  tactics  it may be  difficult to  operate  an 

information technology in an organization and a country as 

whole! 

Technology is changing fast, and new features are introduced 

on  a  periodical  basis  to  foster  the  government  and 

businesses reach their goals. In fact, it has the made the 

world seem smaller. Organizations strive to offer their goods 

and services globally and not just locally through this gifted 

means. The government of Oman realized the potential of the 

Information and Communication Technologies and has been 

heavily  investing  on  this  rapid  growing  industry.  The 

inspiration by the wise leadership of His Majesty Sultan 

Qaboos bin Said has lead the Sultanate to embark on vital 

mission of building a knowledge economy for the community 

and facilitating a nationwide initiatives via the utilization of e-

technologies that transforms Oman digitally! 

The Information Technology Authority, the autonomous legal 

body affiliated to the Minister of National Economy, continues 

to build an image and trust to oversee the IT activities and 

services  pertaining  to  the  Sultanate  more  specifically 

enforcing  best  practices  for  the  formation  of  the  e-

government  in  Oman  and  implementing  national  IT 

infrastructure while supervising all projects related to Digital 

Oman Strategy. The launch of national ePayment Gateway is 

among the prominent milestone crossed in Oman. The system 

truly illustrates the transformation of Oman's government 

implementation moving forward to the transactional phase. 

The ePayment Gateway system allows efficient electronic 

transactions in Oman and simplifies the process of payment  

transactions for electronic services within the country. With 

the ePayment gateway, the adoption of electronic payments 

and specifically through the use of internet would increase in 

Oman. The ePayment gateway accepts all international credit 

cards and debit cards such as Visa, MasterCard, Amex and 

Diner cards. S o far a number of institutions such as Ministry 

of Sports Affairs, Oman Mobile, Nawras and OmanBay have 

signed up and utilize the service. As part of educating the 

public on the use and benefit of IT, a new and innovative ICT 

weekly Radio show programm was introduced by the Ministry 

of Information called Cyber Talk. Cyber Talk presents the 

latest news in ICT, locally and globally, in which it features 

various topics including the mobile technology, market news, 

products and services, innovations, buyers' guide, tips and 

tricks, Q&A, Quizzes and many more. The live radio programm 

features a live questions and answer session in which the 

listeners can call and enquire on any aspects related to the 

information technology. Along with a radio programme, the 

Ministry  of  Information  has  also  introduced  TV  ICT 

programme  known  as  "Raqmyaat"  which  serves  similar 

purpose of promoting IT knowledge across the country. 

- Zayana Said Mubarak Al-Subhi,  
IT-HD (Networking) Student, ICT 

IT Developments & Progress in Oman  

Students Voice – Growth of IT in OMAN  
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His Majesty Sultan Qaboos always lays emphasis on the 

importance of learning,  knowledge and  

information technology. 

In his address on the occasion 

of Opening the Annual Session 
of the Council of Oman on 11th 

November 2008, His Majesty 

s t a t e d ,  “ I n f o r m a t i o n 
T e c h n o l o g y  a n d 

communications have now 
become the main elements 

that move forward the 

development process in this 
third millennium. Therefore we 

have accorded our attention to finding a national strategy to 
develop the skills and abilities of citizens in this domain with the 

aim of further developing E-Government services. We are 

closely following the important steps that we have made in this 

regard. We call upon all government institutions to speedily 

enhance their performance, and to facilitate their services, by 
applying digital technology in order to usher the Sultanate into 

the constantly evolving spheres for applying knowledge.” 

The government is taking all steps to accomplish an electronic 

government. It was applied since many years at many places. 

There are many advantages of applying this technology. The 

Sultanate of Oman is ranked 50th among 134 countries all over 

the world in Information Technology. This can be observed in 

different areas such as, education, health and even in private 
sector. Also we can see that all the work is done using this 

technology. With rapid progress taking place, The Sultanate of 
Oman in Information Technology is now ranked 39 instead of 50 

in the past. E-government helps to build database that has the 

benefit to finish the work on time. In addition this technology 
allows people to use it in many other ways. For example, people 
can sell and buy from their home, student can register for the 

courses in higher education from their home rather than to go 

to each universities and colleges to register. They can know 

about rules like traffic rules in Oman from government sites. 
The life will be reliable and easy by using the electronic 

technology in different sectors. 

References: 

1-IT Developments & Progress in Oman - KnowledgeOman_com.mht 

2- http://www.omaniaa.net/avb/showthread.php?t=179790 

 
- Iman Mohammed Al-Sabqi 

- Muna Humaid Al-Abrawi 

Technology in Sultanate of Oman 

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos always encouraged development 

of civilization in different fields in the Sultanate of Oman. He 

always lays importance in the field of education, especially 

the development in the field of Information Technology. 

We can see the vast difference in traditional methods or old 

methods and modern methods in several areas of education and 

job sector. For example the introduction of latest technology of 
education in schools using such as learning through computers 

and all electronic devices. Also, in the area where job 
technology has developed methods of data entry, archiving, use 

and transfer of data and information.  

Also communication is quick and easy now as we see in the 

pictures. 

We are grateful and thankful to His Majesty for promoting 

the technology in the Sultanate of Oman. 

- Intisar Salim Al-Maskari 

IT –Networking 

Development of IT in Oman 
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Information Technology has 

brought a tremendous change 
in Sultanate of Oman.   The 

things behind these changes 

are mainly the powerful and 
holistic encouragement from 

His Majesty and the interest in 
people  of  Oman.   The  IT 

Services to the country begins in the name of E- Oman Services. 

The following are the major areas where Information Technology 

has played its widel role. 

Innovation & Support Center    (ISC)  was initiated by the 

Information Technology Authority (ITA) to provide support and 
consultancy services  to  all  government entities.  The  main 

objectives of this center is to create job opportunities for the 

local talent. 

Knowledge and skill transfer to the local market and it supports 

all government entities on technical issues through which it 

improves the productivity of software and technologies. 

Growth of IT in Oman  

TRA (Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority) has 

doing various studies to 

meet the technological 
convergence of media, 

communication and the 
internet so that it would 

be ready for the future. 

The bundling of phone, 
data and televisions – known in the telecommunications 
industry as Triple Play services, has moved into the limelight a 

set of different business models. In order to promote the use of 

new technologies in the field of telecommunications, 

References: 

NATIONAL PROFILE OF THE INFORMATION SOCIETY IN OMAN - ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (ESCWA)  

http://www.escwa.un.org/wsis/reports/docs/Oman-09-E.pdf 

- Arul Kumar N, Lecturer- IT , ICT, IBRA. 

THE INFORMATION SOCIETY IN OMAN 

Future Trends in ICT  
(Information and Communication Technology)  

Staff Voice – Growth of IT in OMAN  

Oman Government Network is  a nation-wide telecommuni-

cation infrastructure interconnecting government Agencies. 

National Data Centre to maintain the critical information and 
corporate data. This center provides more efficiency to the 
corporate sectors in highly reduced costs. It provides Access 

to secure e services at all times. 

Transferring Government into e-Government: To integrate 
all ministries and government entities to provide faster and 

more effective public services online. 

National IT Training & Awareness Framework (NITTA):  

Aimed at developing Information Communication Technology 

skills, capability of government entities and citizens of oman. 

e-Tendering: ITA  and Government Tender Board (GTB)  are 
working closely to automate all tendering and procurement 

process in government. 

e-Legislation: Oman’s Digital Society initiatives require sub-

stantial legal protection for the various entities in the use of 

ICT for official and personal communications and transactions.  

ITA has initiated the formulation of e-legislation for oman. 

e-Payments allows secure online payments. Payments for 

services will be settled online. It improves the economy  by 

transferring funds directly. 

Oman Information Technology Society is officially approved 

and its 1st General Assembly meeting was held on 3 rd April 

2010. 

-  V. Senthil kumar,  Lecturer , IT Dept.,  

Ibra College of Technology 

1. 0 {the number zero is used only 10 times } 

2. 59 persons. 

3. First of all his wife and son should go to the other 

bank of the river. Let his wife stay there. Son should re-

turn to this bank. Then Rajan goes to the other bank. Later 

Rajan sends his wife from the other bank to this bank. At-

last, wife and son again go to the other bank. 

4. Just draw a single broad line from Top to Bottom on the 

points  

 Answer to puzzle in page 12 



NE WS IT  

Page 10 

 

 

Development plans 

The Omani economy has been radically transformed over a 
series of development plans beginning with the First Five-year 

Plan (1976–1980). At Sultan Qaboos's instruction, a vision of 

Oman's economic future up to the year 2020 was set out at 
the end of the first phase of the country's development 1970–

1995. Vision 2020, outlined the country's economic and social 

goals over the 25 years of the second phase of the 

development process (1996–2020). 

Oman 2020, held in June 1995, has developed the following 
aims with regard to securing Oman's future prosperity and 

growth: 

 To have economic and financial stability 

 To reshape the role of the Government in the economy   and 

to broaden private sector participation 

 To diversify the economic base and sources of national 

income 

 To globalize the Omani economy 

 To upgrade the skills of the Omani workforce and develop 

human resources 

GIS Implementation Strategy in Oman: Past, Present and 
Future. GIS in the Sultanate of Oman, implemented during the 

late 1980s. The main purpose in introducing GIS in Oman was 

so that the Ministries could exchange information. Some of the 
problems experienced by the Ministries include the initial lack 

of digital maps, budgeting constraints, lack of qualified staff, 

and repetition in data that leads to difficulty in exchanging 
data. The continuing objective of GIS implementation is to link 

all participant organizations in a database by a wide area 

network (WAN).  

Monitoring Urban Growth in Oman Using Remote Sensing 

and GIS: Aims to monitor and analyze urban growth in a 

community in Oman using satellite images and GIS between 
1991 and 2003. Additionally, to create a database of historical 

land use information for the understanding and prediction of 

urban growth throughout Oman.  

“Remote sensing of agriculture change in Oman.”: Landsat 

Mult-Spectral Scanner (MSS) data from 1978 and Landsat 

Enhance Thematic Mapper (ETM) data from 2000 are used to 
analyze the Batinah coast range of Oman–specifically looking 

at agriculture.  

“Application of GIS and Remote Sensing Techniques in 

Identification, Assessment, and Development of 

Groundwater Resources”: Looks at the development of 
groundwater resources using GIS and Remote Sensing (RS), 

as well as the problems associated with this.  

Oman Information Technology Report 2010 

The Oman Information Technology Report provides industry 

professionals and strategists, corporate analysts, information 

technology associations, government departments and 
regulatory bodies with independent forecasts and competitive 

intelligence on Oman's information technology industry.  

The total size of the Oman IT market in 2010 is estimated by 

BMI at around US$327mn, up from US$308mn in 2009. BMI 

expects a market compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 5% 
for 2010-2014. Oman's IT market is only about 10% of the size 

of the Saudi Arabian market, but the Omani government is 

investing in IT as part of its Digital Oman initiative and 
strategy to diversify the economy. In addition to ongoing 

demand from the oil and gas sector, this should generate IT 

spending in verticals such as telecoms, financial services and 

aviation.  

The Information Technology Effectiveness Index - ITEI - 
provides business owners and IT executives with a free online 

benchmarking tool that uses a methods-based framework to 

compare the effectiveness of their IT systems. 

Ref:http://proceedings.esri.com/library/userconf/proc03/

p0163.pdf . 

Ref:www. isprs.org/commission8/workshop_urban/al -

awadhi.pdf 

Ref:International Journal of Remote Sensing. 

-  Suresh G B, Lecturer, IT Dept. 

Growth of IT in Oman  
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1. In the numerals 0 to 99 which is the least repeat-

ed digit? 

2. There is a long queue in front of a ticket counter 

at a cinema theatre. When counted from both 

sides Rajesh is the 30th person in the queue. Then 

how many persons were there in the queue? 

3. Rajan, his wife and their son want to cross the 

river. But the ferryman was not available. There 

was only a small country boat. But they were 

warned that it was dangerous to carry more than 

60 kilograms. Weight of Rajan himself is 60 kilo-

grams. His wife's weight is 40 kilograms and that 

of his son is 20 kilograms. Can you tell them how 

to cross the river? 

 

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
IBRA COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY  

Ministry of Manpower, Sultanate of Oman, P.O.Box : 327  Postal Code :400. Tel :25587800, Fax : 25549020.  

Web site : www. ict.edu.om 

Have information to share? 

Say it loud 

through NEWS IT ! 

,We welcome Articles,  

please forward to the  

Editorial board. 

IT Newsletter Editorial Board 

Mr. Mohammed Osman 

Head of Department 

Mr. G. Dominic Nicholas 

Head of Section - Mathematics 

Mr. Mohammed Tariq Shaikh 

Head of Section - IT 

Mr. N. Arul Kumar 

Coordinator 

Mr. Srinivas Valmeekam 

Mrs. B. Mallika Banu 

Mr. R. Sreekumar 

  See Page No. 9 for answers. 

  The ICT celebration of the 40th national 

day was an opportunity for us (IT staffs 

& students) to express our continuous 

gratitude and loyalty to the devoted fa-

ther and wise leader His Majesty Sultan 

Qaboos bin Said. From his unique per-

sonality we learned meanings of determination and wis-

dom, giving and fidelity, tolerance and forgiveness. The 

statistics of growth from 1970 is  evidence for the massive 

efforts given by  His Majesty in leading the country to-

wards non-stop growth and development. Finally, we pre-

sent this special edition of IT news letter to the readers to 

commemorate the special occasion of the 40th National 

Day. 

Rahma Ahmed AlJabri   

Math Lecturer , IT Department 

-IT Program Coordinator of the 40th National Day Celebrations 
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